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EDITOR'S PREFACE. 

The following addition to the existing translations of the 
Nibelungenlied originated in the desire to place before English 
readers a rendering which should be at once literal and metrical. 
Of five which have appeared during the past fifty years not one 
quite accomplishes this object. Three only are in verse. The 
first, by Jonathan Birch, which appeared in 1848, was rendered 
in iambics of seven feet, from the short and to some extent 
hypothetical text of Lachmann. The second, by W. N. Lettsom, 
is a spirited performance, but it takes many liberties with the 
language and fails to preserve the antique flavour of the work. 
The third, by Mr. A. G. Foster-Barham, which appeared only 
ten years ago, is much more satisfactory in this respect, and 
errs chiefly in retaining too great a roughness of rhythm, which 
makes it displeasing to the modem ear. Of the two prose trans* 
lations, the first, entitled ''Echoes from Mistland" (Chicago, 
1877), by Mr. Auber Forestier, is rather a paraphrase than a 
literal rendering, though it adheres closely to the matter of the 
original ; and the second, by Miss Armour, which has only lately 
appeared, seems in all respects a praiseworthy production, lacking 
only a metrical form to make it a fair equivalent of the great 
German epic. 
The additional difficulties involved in any verse-translation are 
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so great, that a translator may well be excused from facing them. 
Assuming the indispensable qualification of sympathy needful in 
the translation of any work of art from one medium to another, 
the differences in word-formation, in inflexion, and in grammatical 
construction between any two languages interpose mechanical 
obstacles which are inconsistent with the preservation of metrical 
similarity ; a more or less close approximation is all that can be 
looked for. Still more are the difficulties increased when the 
task involves the presentation to a modern reader of a work 
which belongs to a distant and nebulous past, deals with a 
primitive and imperfect phase of human culture, and teems with 
motives which, if not eradicated from human nature, are no 
longer regarded as legitimate and are often repugnant to modern 
ideas. In these circumstances it might be thought that a prose 
rendering would have the best or only chance of doing justice to 
the original. But, on the other hand, it may be urged that a 
prose translation of a rhymed poem can never be an adequate 
equivalent, especially in a work like the Nibelungenhed, where 
it must be obvious to any student that its construction in rhyme 
and strophe have played an important part in determining its 
Style and character. Rhyme and rhythm are essential features of 
it; and the modern reader (as distinguished from the student) 
requires, no less than the medieval listener, the stimulus which 
they supply. To give for g,ooo lines of verse a corresponding 
quantity of prose seems — apart from considerations of verbal 
accuracy — to fail in doing due justice to the poem. 

So at least the translator and editor, who are jointly responsible, 
have thought ; though, at the same time, they have been fully 
alive to the necessity of a close adherence to the text. They are 
of the opinion of Dryden, as expressed in the preface to his 
version of Ovid's Epistles, that it is the business of a translator, 
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as it is x>f a portrait painter, to make his work resemble the 
original. On this principle they have striven not to yield to 
the tempting idea — too often a delusion — that by sacrificing the 
letter they may preserve the spirit. On the contrary, they have 
thought that, in such a case as this, the letter and spirit are in 
a large measure inseparable. With, therefore, no small expen- 
diture of trouble, they have tried, with what success the reader 
must judge, to reproduce in suitable English the matter, manner, 
and metre of the original. 

With regard to the language, no futile attempt has been made 
by archaicisms to give the translation the appearance of an 
antique. The object has been to put English readers, as far as 
possible, in the same position as the German who reads the work 
in one of the several modem German versions. At the same 
time it is obvious that much of what forms the English of to-day 
is not a suitable vehicle for the primitive ideas and manners 
illustrated in the poem. The translators have therefore tried to 
avoid words of merely modem use, and to adhere to English 
which is familiar to everyone in the Bible, or in the older Ballad 
literature, and is, at the same time, not out of harmony with a 
work which places the reader in an atmosphere far removed from 
that of the Victorian era. 

Some latitude must also be allowed in respect to the metre. 
The rhythmical system of the original depends on accent rather 
than on time or measure. Opinions may differ as to the amount 
of accent to be given to lines like the following, which is a nearly 
noroial stanza : 

Nu w^en odch die g^ste ze r6ssen ille k6men. 
vil mdnic rfchiu tjdste durch sdlde wdrt gen6inen. 
daz velt beg6nde stouben s^m ob il daz Idnt 
mit louge wsere enbrdnnen : da wurden h^lde w61 bek^nt. 

Stanza 596. 
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editor's preface. XI 

of the widely-spread l^end of Theodoric, differing little from 
the version found in the German epic. But inasmuch as the 
former, no less than the latter, is generally admitted to be of 
Teutonic origin, however much infused with Scandinavian mytho- 
logy, we have not come much nearer to the ultimate sources of 
the mythical, as distinguished from the historical, elements of 
the story. 

Lachmann, one of the earliest editors of the Nibelungenlied, 
went so far as to analyze it into twenty different legends, rejecting 
on various grounds more than one-third of what is here given. 
Between that phase and the last, it is evident that there are 
several stages in which the poem existed as a whole. It is known 
that, at the request of Bishop Pilgrim of Passau in the tenth 
century, the story was translated into Latin prose by Conrad, 
called ** The Scribe," and to him is attributed the inclusion of the 
name of the said bishop as that of an actor in events which, so far 
as they are historical, belong to the fifth century. After Conrad's 
time there may have been several augmented German editions 
before the twelfth century, to which our version belongs. There 
are more than twenty extant MSS., of which, however, only three 
are regarded as having any independent authenticity. They are 
designated as " A," " B," and " C " ; of which the first, used by 
Lachmann, is the shortest, but betrays fewest signs of deviation 
from an older and good version. " C," on the contrary, is said to 
Lerably altered, from an earlier popular form, to suit the 
tly taste of a later period of culture. The remaining, 
fine MS. preserved in the monastery of St. Gall — ^is 
^\aXQ in length, and, retaining as it does many stanzas of 
lity, has become what may be called the fexius 
ited by Bartsch it is the basis of the present 
L &csimile of one of the pages from Dr. Otto 
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ON THE NIBELUNGEN LIED 

BY 

THOMAS CARLYLE.^ 

In the year 1757, the Swiss Professor Bodmer printed an ancient 
poetical manuscript, under the title of " Chriemhilden Rache und 
die Klage" (Chriemhilde's Revenge, and the Lament); which 
may be considered as the first of a series, or stream of publica* 
tions and speculations still rolling on, with increased current, 
to the present day. Not, indeed, that all these had their source 
or determining cause in so insignificant a circumstance; their 
source, or rather thousand sources, lay far elsewhere. As has 
often been remarked, a certain antiquarian tendency in litera- 
ture, a fonder, more earnest looking back into the Past, began 
about that time to manifest itself in all nations (witness our own 
" Percy's Reliques ") : this was among the first distinct symptoms 
of it in Germany ; where, as with ourselves, its manifold effects 
are still visible enough. 

Some fifteen years after Bodmer's publication, which, for the 
rest, is not celebrated as an editorial feat, one C. H. Miiller 
undertook a "Collection of German Poems from the Twelfth, 
Thirteenth, and Fourteenth Centuries;" wherein, among other 
articles, he reprinted Bodmer's "Chriemhilde" and "Klage," 
with a highly remarkable addition prefixed to the former, essential 
indeed to the right understanding of it; and the whole now 
s^ood before the world as one Poem, under the name of the 
*' ^ibelungen Lied," or Lay of the Nibelungen. It has since 

* [Originally published in the "Westminster Review," No. 29 (183 1), as a 
r ''^ of Karl Simrock's modem German translation of the poem. — Ed.] 
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Fourteen ancient Traditionary Poems, all strangely intertwisted^ 
and growing out of and into one another, have come to light 
among the Germans ; who now, in looking back, find that they 
too, as well as the Greeks, have their Heroic Age, and round the 
old Valhalla, as their Northern Pantheon, a world of demi-gods 
and wonders. 

Such a phenomenon,. unexpected till of late, cannot but interest 
a deep-thinking, enthusiastic people. For the "Nibelungen" 
especially, which lies as the centre and distinct keystone of the 
whole too chaotic System, — let us say rather, blooms as a firm 
sunny island in the middle of these cloud-covered, ever-shifting 
sand-whirlpools, — ^they cannot sufficiently testify their love and 
veneration. Learned professors lecture on the " Nibelungen " in 
public schools, with a praiseworthy view to initiate the German 
youth in love of their fatherland ; from many zealous and nowise 
ignorant critics we hear talk of a "great Northern Epos," of a 
*' German Iliad ; " the more saturnine are shamed into silence, 
or hollow mouth-homage : thus from all quarters comes a sound 
of joyful acclamation; the "Nibelungen" is welcomed as a 
precious national possession, recovered after six centuries of 
neglect, and takes undisputed place among the sacred books of 
German literature. 

Of these curious transactions some rumour has not failed to 
reach us in England, where our minds, from their own antiquarian 
disposition, were willing enough to receive it. Abstracts and 
extracts of the " Nibelungen " have been printed in our language ; 
there have been disquisitions on it in our Reviews : hitherto, how- 
ever, such as nowise to exhaust the subject. On the contrary, 
where so much was to be told at once, the speaker might be 
somewhat puzzled where to begin : it was a much readier method 
to begin with the end, or with any part of the middle, than like 
Hamilton's Ram (whose example is too little followed in literary 
narrative) to begin with the beginning. Thus has our stock of 
intelligence come rushing out on us quite promiscuously and 
pellmeU; whereby the whole matter could not but acquire a 
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grain of Substance that casts such multiplied immeasurable 
Shadows? The primeval My thus, were it at first philosophical 
truths or were it historical incident, floats too vaguely on the 
breath of men : each successive Singer and Redactor furnishes 
it with new personages, new scenery, to please a new audience ; 
each has the privilege of inventing, and the far wider privilege of 

/boiTowing and new-modelling from all that have preceded him. 
Thus though tradition may have but one root, it grows like a ^ 
Banian, into a whole overarching labyrinth of trees. Or rather 
might we say, it is a Hall of Mirrors, where in pale light each 
mirror reflects, convexly or concavely, not only some real Object, 
but the Shadows of this in other mirrors ; which again do the like 
for it : till in such reflection and re-reflection the whole immensity 
is filled with dimmer and dimmer shapes ; and no firm scene lies 
round us, but a dislocated, distorted chaos, fading away on all 
hands, in the distance, into utter night. Only to some brave 
Von der Hagen, fiunished with indefatigable ardour, and a deep, 
almost religious love, is it given to find sure footing there, and 
see his way. All those Dukes of Aquitania^ therefore, and Etzd's 
Courf^holdtngSt and JDietrichs and Sigenots we shall leave standing 
where they are. Such as desire farther information will find an 
intelligible account of the whole Series or Cycle, in Messrs. Weber 
and Jamieson's " Illustrations of Northern Antiquities ; " and all 
possible furtherance, in the numerous German works above 
alluded to; among which Von der Hagen's writings, though not 
the readiest, are probably the safest guides. But for us, our busi- 
ness here is with the " Nibelungen," the inhabited poetic country 
round which all these wildernesses lie ; only as environments of 
which, as routes to which, are they of moment to us. Perhaps 
our shortest and smoothest route will be through the '' Helden- 
buch " (Hero-book) ; which is greatly the most important of these 
subsidiary Fictions, not without interest of its own, and closely 
related to the " Nibelungen." This " Heldenbuch," therefore, 
we must now address ourselves to traverse with all despatch. 
At the present stage of the business too, we shall forbear any 
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ipt three centuries longer. From which, 
;5 might be drawn as to the 
its value as a criterion for 
in virtue of this neglect, that 
ual purity ; that it now comes 
issued from the old Singer's 
with Ass-eared Giants, Fierj 
en, as the "Heldenbuch" is, 
'd hope, may be the produce of a 
£ra, to which these poems, as 
imonly referred. Indeed, one Casper 
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von Roen is understood to have passed the whole '* Heldenbuch " 
through his limbec, in the fifteenth century; but like other 
rectifiers, instead of purifying it, to have only drugged it with still 
fiercer ingredients to suit the sick appetite of the time. 

Of this drugged and adulterated " Hero*book " (the only one 
we yet have, though there is talk of a better) we shall quote the 
long Title-page of Lessing's Copy, the edition of 1560 j from which, 
with a few intercalated observations, the reader's curiosity may 
probably obtain what little satisfaction it wants : 

Das HddendUchy welchs auffs new corrigiii und gebessert ist^ 
mit shonen Figuren geziert, Gedruckt zu Frankfurt am Mayn^ 
durch Weygand Han und Sygmund Feyerabend^ etc. That is 
to say : 

** The * Hero- book,' which is of new corrected and improved, 
adorned with beautiful Figures. Printed at Frankfurt on the 
Mayn, through Weygand Han and Sygmund Feyerabend. 

" Part First saith of Kaiser Ottnit and the little King Elberich, 
how they with great peril, over sea, in Heathendom, won from 
a king his daughter (and how he in lawful marriage took her to 
wife)." 

From which announcement the reader already guesses the 

contents: how this little King Elberich was a Dwarf or Elf, 

some half-span long, yet full of cunning practices, and the most 

helpful activity; nay, stranger still, had been Kaiser Ottnit of 

Lampartei or Lombard/s father, — having had his own ulterior 

views in that indiscretion. How they sailed with Messina ships, 

jff- land; fought with that unspeakable Turk, King 

^ and about his fortress and metropolis of Montebur, 

stuck round with christian heads ; slew from seventy 

I thousand of the Infidels at one heat ; saw the lady 

ments; and at length, chiefly by Dwarf Elberich's 

?r off in triumph ; wedded her in Messina ; and 

ty, rooting out the Mahometan prejudice, con- 

the creed of Mother Church, The fair runaway 

been of a gentle tractable disposition, very different 
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xxi 



I>a vomesn in den kronen 
ZMg tin katfunkelstetn, 
Der in dem pallast schonen 
Aecht als ein kertz erschein ; 
Aufjrem haupt dais hare 
War tauter und auchfein^ 
JEs ieuchtet also ktare 
Reckt als der sonnen schem. 

Die magt die stand alleine^ 
Gar traiwrig warjx mut ; 
Ihrfarb und die war reine^ 
Lddflich we milch und blut; 
JEter durchjr zopffe reinen 
Schienjr hals als der schnee : 
Elberich dem viel kleitten 
T^hat der magetjamtner weh. 



There in front of the crown 
Lay a carbuncle-stone. 
Which in the palace fair 
Even as a taper seemed; 
On her head the hair 
Was glossy and also fine, 
It shone as bright 
Even as the sun's sheen. 

The maid she stood alone. 

Right sad was her mind ; 

Her colour it was pure, 

Lovely as milk and blood : 

Out through her pure locks 

Shone her neck like the snow. 

Elberich the very small 

Was touched with the maiden's sorrow. 



Happy man was Kaiser Ottnit, blessed with such a wife, after 
all hiis travail ; — had not the Turk Machabol cunningly sent hun, 
in revenge, a box of young Dragons, or Dragon-eggs, by the 
hands of a caitiff Iniidel, contriver of the mischief; by whom in 
due course of time they were hatched and nursed, to the infinite 
,woe of all Lampartei, and ultimately to the death of Elaiser Ottnit 
himself, whom they swallowed and attempted to digest, once 
without effect, but the next time too fatally, crown and all 1 

^^Part Second announceth {meldet) of Herr Hugdietrich and 
his son Wolfdietrich ; how they, for justice-sake, oft by their 
doughty acts succoured distressed persons, with other bold heroes 
that stood by them in extremity." 

'onceming which Hugdietrich, Emperor of Greece, and his 

^Ifdietrich, one day the renowned Dietrich of Bern, we 

^e say little more than that the former trained himself to 

>tress-work ; and for many weeks plied his needle, before he 

get wedded and produce Wolfdietrich ; who coming into 

rorld in this clandestine manner, was let down into the 

h, and like Romulus and Remus nursed by a Wolf, 

is name. However, after never^imagined adventures. 
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^very beautiful and very wilful, boasts, in the pride of her heart, 
tiliat no heroes on earth are to be compared with hers ; and hear- 
ing accidentally that Dietrich of Bern has a high character in this 
line, forthwith challenges him to visit Worms, and with eleven 
picked men to do battle there against. those other Twelve cham- 
pions of Christendom that watch her Rose-garden. Dietrich, in 
SL towering passion at the style of the message, which was ''surly 
smd stout," instantly pitches upon his eleven seconds, who also 
sure to be principals f and with a retinue of other sixty thousand, 
l>y quick stages, in which obstacles enough are overcome, reaches 
Worms, and declares himself ready. Among these eleven Lom- 
l>ard heroes of his are likewise several whom we meet with again 
in the " Nibelungen " ; beside Dietrich himself, we have the old 
Duke Hildebrand, Wolfhart, Ortwin. Notable among them, in 
another way, is Monk Ilsan, a truculent gray-bearded fellow, 
equal to any Friar Tuck in " Robin Hood." 

The conditions of fight are soon agreed on : there are to be 
twelve successive duels, each challenger being expected to find 
his match; and the prize of victory is a Rose-garland from 
Chriemhild, and ein Hdssen und ein Kussefij that is to say 
virtually, one kiss from her fair lips to each. But here as it ever 
should do. Pride gets a fall ; for Chriemhild's bully-hectors are, 
in divers ways, all successively felled to the ground by the Berners ; 
some of whom, as old Hildebrand, will not even taken her Kiss 
when it is due : even Siegfried himself, most reluctantly engaged 
mth by Dietrich, and for a while victorious, is at last forced to 
seek shelter in' her lap. Nay, Monk Ilsan, after the regular fight 
is over, and his part in it well performed, calls out in succession 
r-tv^o other idle Champions of the Garden, part of them Giants, 
routs the whole fraternity ; thereby earning, besides his own 
allowance, fifty-two spare Garlands, and fifty-two several 
; in the course of which latter, Chriemhild's cheek, a just 
.ment as seemed, was scratched to the drawing of blood by 
'-^ Keard. It only remains to be added, that King Gibich, 
Father, is now fain to do homage for his kingdom 
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to Dietrich ; who returns triumphant to his own country ; where 
also, Monk. Ilsan, according to promise, distributes these fifly-two 
Garlands among his fellow Friars, crushing a garland on the bare 
crown of each, till "the red blood ran over their ears." Under 
which hard, but not undeserved treatment, they alt agreed to pray 
for remission of Ilsan's sins : indeed, such as continued refractory 
he tied together by the beards, and hung pair-wise over poles, 
whereby the stoutest soon gave in. 

So endeth here this ditty _i_^H 

Of strife from woman's pridei S^^^ 

God on our grie& ta.ke pity, ^^^H 

And Maiy still by U3 abide. ^^^| 

" In /'ar/^c«rtAisannounced(^-^'w//) of the little King Laurin, 
the Dwarf, how he encompassed his Rose-garden with so great 
manhood and art-magic, till at last he was vanquished by the 
heroes, and forced to become their Juggler, with etc., etc." 

Of which Fourth and happily last part we shall here say 
nothing; inasmuch as, except that certain of our old heroes again 
figure there, it has no coherence or connection with the rest of 
the "Heldenbuch"; and is simply a new tale, which by way of 
episode Heinrich von Ofterdingen, as we learn from his o wn 
words, had subsequently appended thereto. He says : 

Heinrich von Ofterdingen 
This story hath been singing. 
To tJie joy of Princes bold. 
They gave him silver and gold. 
Moreover pennies and garments rich; 
Here endelh this Book the which 
Doth sing out noble Heroes' slorj' : 
God help us all to heavenly glory. 

Such is some outline of the famous " Heldenbuch " ; 
it is not our business here to add any criticism. The fact that it 
has so long been popular betokens a certain worth in it; the kind 
and degree of which is also in some measure apparent. In poetry 



ON THE NIBELUNGEN LIED. XXV 

'* ^lie mde man/' it has been said, " requires only to see something 
^oing on ; the man of more refinement wishes to feel ; the truly 
refined tnan must be made to reflect." For the first of these 
olasses our ^' Hero-book/' as has been apparent enough, provides 
in abundance ; for the other two scantily, indeed for the second 
not at all Nevertheless our estimate of this work, which as a 
series of Antique Traditions may have considerable meaning, is 
apt to be too low. Let us remember that this is not the original 
•* Heldenbuch '* which we now see ; but only a version of it into 
tlie Knight-errant dialect of the thirteenth, indeed partly of the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, with all the fantastic monstrosi- 
ties, now so trivial, pertaining to that style ; under which disguises 
the really antique eamest'groundwork, interesting as old Thought, 
if not as old Poetry, is all but quite obscured from us. But 
Antiquarian diligence is now busy with the " Heldenbuch " also, 
^from which what light is in it will doubtless be elicited, and 
here and there a deformity removed. Though the Ethiop cannot 
change his skin, there is no need that even he should go abroad 
unwashed.^ 

Casper von Roen, or whoever was the ultimate redactor of the 
** Heldenbuch," whom Lessing designates as " a highly ill-informed 
man/' would have done better had he quite omitted that little 
King Laurin, **and his little Rose-garden," which properly is no 
Rose-garden at all ; and instead thereof introduced the '^Gehornte 
Siegfned** (Behomed Siegfried), whose history lies at the heart 
of the whole Northern Traditions; and, under a rude prose dress, 
is to this day a real child's-book and people's-book among the 

_pttr inconsiderable knowledge of the "Heldenbuch" is derived from 

secondary sources; chiefly from Lessing's "Werke'* (b. xiii.)i where 

^reader will find an epitome of the whole Poem, with Extracts by Herr 

Q, firom which the above are taken. A still more accessible and 

'^t, with long specimens translated into verse, stands in the 

Northern Antiquities" (pp. 45-167). Von der Hagen has 

"ed specially on the "Heldenbuch"; with what result w 

id. 
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nither Dragonized Smith's-Brother ; made broth of him ; and, 
iramed by some significant phenomena, bathed therein ; or, as 
[>thers assert, bathed directly in the monster's blood, without 
cookery; and hereby attained that Invulnerability, complete in 
all respects, save that between his shoulders, where a lime-tree 
leaf chanced to settle and stick during the process, there was one 
little spot, a fatal spot as afterwards turned out, left in its natural 
state. 

Siegfried, now seeing through the craft of the Smith, returned 
home and slew him ; then set forth in search of adventures, the 
bare catalogue of which were long to recite. We mention only 
two, as subsequently of moment both for him and for us. He is 
by some said to have courted, and then jilted, the fair and proud 
Queen Brunhild of Isenland ; nay to have thrown down the seven 
gates of her Castle ; and then ridden off with her wild horse 
Gana, having mounted him in the meadow, and instantly broken 
him. Some cross passages between him and Queen Brunhild, 
who understood no jesting, there must clearly have been, so 
angry is her recognition of him in the " Nibelungen " ; nay, she 
bears a lasting grudge against him there ; as he, and indeed she 
also, one day too sorely felt. 

His other grand adventure is with the two sons of the deceased 
King Nibelung, in Nibelnngen-land : these two youths, to whom 
their father had bequeathed a Hoard or Treasure, beyond all 
price or computation, Siegfried, *' riding by alone," found on the 
side of a mountain, in a state of great perplexity. They had 
brought out the Treasure from the cave where it usually lay ; but 
how to part it was the difficulty ; for, not to speak of gold, there 
were as many jewels alone " as twelve wagons in four days and 
nights, each going three journeys, could carry away;'* nay, 
"however much you took from it, there was no diminution:" 
besides, in real property, a Sword, Balmung, of great potency ; 
a Divining-rod, "which gave power over everyone;" and a 
Tamkappe (or Cloak of Darkness), which not only rendered the 
wearer invisible, but also gave him twelve men's strength. So 
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that the two Princes Royal, without counsel save from their 
Twelve stupid Giants, knew not how to fall apon any amicable 
arrangement; and, seeing Siegfried ride by so opportunely, 
requested him to be arbiter; offering also the Sword Balmung 
for his trouble. Siegfried, who readily undertook the impossible 
problem, did his best to accomplish itj but, of course, without 
effect ; nay the two Nibelungen Princes, being of choleric temper, 
grew impatient, and provoked him ; whereupon, with the Sword 
Balmung he slew them both, and their Twelve Giants (perhaps 
originally Signs of the Zodiac) to boot Thus did the famous 
N&>dungm Hort (Hoard), and indeed the whole Nibelungen- 
land, come into his possession: wearing the Sword Balmung, 
and having slain the two Princes and their Champions, what 
was there farther to oppose him ? Vainly did the Dwarf Alberich, 
our old friend Elberich of the " Heldenbuch," who had now 
become special keeper of this Hoard, attempt some resistance 
with a Dwarf Army ; be was driven back into the cave ; plundered 
of his Tamkappti and obliged, with all his myrmidons, to swear 
lealty to the conqueror, whom indeed thenceforth he and they 
punctually obeyed. 

Whereby Siegfried might now farther style himself King of the 
Nibelungen ; master of the infinite Nibelungen Hoard (collected 
doubtless by art-magic in the beginning of Time, in the deep 
bowels of the Universe), with the Wunschdrutht (Wishing or 
Divining-rod) pertaining thereto ; owner of the Tamkappe, which 
he ever after kept by him, to put on at will ; and though last not 
least; Bearer and Wielder of the Sword Balmung,' 1^ the keen 

* Bj this Sword Balmung also hongs a. tsle. Doubtless it was one of those 
inTatuable weapons soraetimes fabiicated by the old Northern Smiths, com* 
pared with which our modem Foxes and FenaMs and Toledos ace mere 
leaden tools. Von dei HRgen seems (o think it simply the Sword Mimung 
nnder another name; in which case Si^fried's old master, Mimer, had been 
the maker of ii, and called it after himself, as if it hod beeo his son. la 
Scandinavian chronicles, veridical or not, we have the following account of 
thftt tronnclion. Mimer (or, as some have it, surely without ground, one 
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i<ige of which all this gain had come to him. To which last 
acquisitions adding his previously acquired Invulnerability, and 
lis natural dignities as Prince of Netherland, he might well show 
himself before the foremost at Worms or elsewhere ; and attempt 
any the highest adventure that fortune could cut out for him. 
tLorwevety his subsequent history belongs all to the '' Nibelungen 
Song"; at which £iir garden of ppesy we are now, through all 
these shaggy wildernesses and enchanted woods, finally arrived. . 

Apart from its antiquarian value, and not only as by far the 
finest monument of old German art ; but intrinsically, and as a 
mere detached composition, this '* Nibelungen '^ has an excellence 
that cannot but surprise us. With little preparation, any reader 
of poetry, even in these days, might find it interesting. It is 
not without a certain Unity of interest and purport, an internal, br 
coherence and completeness ; it is a Whole, and some spirit of 
Music informs it : these are the highest characteristics of a true 

Velint, once an apprentice of his) was challenged by another Craftsman, named 
Amilias, who boasted that he had made a suit of armour which no stroke 
coold dint, — to equal that feat, or own himself the second Smith then extant. 
This last the stout Mimer would in no case do, but proceeded to forge the 
Svrord Mimung; iwdth which, when it was finished, he, "in presence of the 
King," cut asunder ^'a thread of wool floating on water." This would have 
seemed a fsdr fire-edge to most smiths: not so to Mimer; he sawed the blade 
in pieces, welded it in "a red-hot fire for three days," tempered it "with 
milk and oatmeal," and by much other cunning brought out a sword that 
severed "a ball of wool floating on water." But neither would this suffice 
him ; he returned to his smithy, and by means known only to himself, pro- 
duced, in the course of seven weeks, a third and final edition of Mimung, 
which split asunder a whole floating pack of wool. The comparative trial 
now took place forthwith. Amilias, cased, in his impenetrable coat of mail, 
sat down on a bench, in presence of assembled thousands, and bade Mimer 
strike him. Mimer fetched of course his best blow, on which Amilias 
observed, that there was a strange feeling of cold iron in hi$ inwards^. 
''Shake thyself," said Mimer; the luckless wight did so, and fell in two 
halves,' being cleft sheer through from collar to haunch, never more to swing 
hammer inihis world. . See "Illustrations of 'Northern Antiquities," p. .^t 
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influenced the work done, these two Poems, could we trust our 
individual feeling, have in one respect the same poetical result 
for us: in the '* Nibelungen " as in the '' Gemsalemme," the 
persons and their story are indeed brought vividly before us, yet 
not near and palpably present ; it is rather as if we looked on 
that scene through an inverted telescope, whereby the whole was 
carried far away into the distance, the life-large figures compressed 
into brilliant miniatures, so clear, so real, yet tiny, elf-like and 
beautified as well as lessened, their colours being now closer and 
brighter, the shadows and trivial features no longer visible. This, 
as we partly apprehend, cotties of singing Epic Poems j most part 
of which only pretend to be sung. Tasso's rich melody still lives 
among the Italian people ; the " Nibelungen " also is what it pro- 
fesses to be, a Song. 

No less striking than the verse and language is the quality of 
the invention manifested here. Of the Fable, or narrative material 
of the '^ Nibelungen," we should say that it had high, almost the 
highest merit ; so daintily yet firmly is it put together ; with such 
felicitous selection of the beautiful, the essential, and no less 
felicitous rejection of whatever was unbeautiful or even extraneous. 
The reader is no longer afHicted with that chaotic brood of Fire- 
drakes, Giants, and malicious turbaned Turks, so fatally rife in 
the " Heldenbuch " : all this is swept away, or only hovers in 
faint shadows afar off; and free field is open for legitimate 
perennial interests. Yet neither is the " Nibelungen " without 
its wonders ; for it is poetry and not prose ; here too, a super- 
natural world encompasses the natural, and, though at rare 
intervals and in calm manner, reveals itself there. It is truly 
wonderful, with what skill our simple untaught Poet deals with 
the marvellous ; admitting it without reluctance or criticism, yet 
precisely in the degree and shape that will best avail him. Here, 
if in no other respect, we should say that he has a decided 
superiority to Homer himself. The whole story of the "Nibelungen " 
"is fateful, mysterious, guided on by unseen influences; yet the 
actual marvels are few, and done in the far distance; those 
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Dwarfs, and Cloaks of Darkness, and charmed Treasure-caves, 
are heard of rather than beheld, the tidings of them seem to 
issue from unknown space. Vain were it to inquire where that 
Nibelungen-land specially is : its very name is NebeUland or 
Nifl4and^ the land of Darkness, of Invisibility. The " Nibelungen 
Heroes " that muster in thousands and tens of thousands, though 
they march to the Rhine or Danube, and we see their strong 
limbs and shining armour, we could almost fancy to be children 
of the air. Far beyond the firm horizon, that wonder-bearing 
region swims on the infinite waters ; unseen by bodily eye, or at 
most discerned as a faint streak, hanging in the blue depths, 
uncertain whether island or cloud. And thus the "Nibelungen 
■ Song," though based on the bottomless foundations of Spirit, and 
not unvisited of skyey messengers, is a real, rounded, habitable 
Earth, where we find firm footing, and the wondrous and the 
common live amicably together. Perhaps it would be difficult to 
find any Poet of ancient or modem times, who in this trying 
problem has steered his way with greater delicacy and success. 

To any of our readers who may have personally studied the 
*' Nibelungen," these high praises of ours will not seem ex- 
aggerated : the rest, who are the vast majority, must endeavour 
to accept them with some degree of faith, at least of curiosity \ 
to vindicate, and judicially substantiate them would far exceed 
our present opportunities. Nay in any case, the criticism, the 
alleged Characteristics of a Poem are so many Theorems, which<^ 
are indeed enunciated, truly or falsely, but the Demonstration of 
which must be sought for in the reader's own study and experience. 
Nearly all that can be attempted here, is some hasty epitome of 
the mere Narrative; no substantial image of the work, but a 
feeble outline and shadow. To which task, as the personages and 
their environment have already been in some degree illustrated, 
we can now proceed without obstacle. 

The "Nibelungen" has been called the Northern Epos; yet 
it .has, in great part, a Dramatic character: those thirty-nine 
Aventiuren (Adventures), which it consists of, might be so many 

€ 
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scenes in a Tragedy. The catastrophe is dimly prophesied from 
the beginning; and, at every fresh step, rises more and more 
clearly into view. A shadow of coming Fate, as it were, a low 
inarticulate voice of Doom falls, from the first, out of that charmed 
Nibelungen-land : the discord of two women is as a little spark of 
evil passion, which ere long enlarges itself into a crime; foul 
murder is done ; and now the Sin rolls on like a devouring fire, 
till the guilty and the innocent are alike encircled with it, and a 
whole land is ashes, and a whole race is swept away. 

Uns ist in alten maren Wunders vil geseit. 

Von helden lobebaren Von grozer chuonheit; 

Von vrouden und^ hoch-geziten. Von weinen und von chlagen. 

Von chuner rechen striten, Muget ir nu wunder kbren sagen. 

We find in ancient story Wonders many told, 
Of heroes in great glory With spirit free and bold ; 
Of joyances and high-tides. Of weeping and of woe. 
Of noble Recken striving. Mote ye now wonders know. 

This is the brief artless Proem ; and the promise contained in it 
proceeds directly towards fulfilment. In the very second stanza 
we learn : 

Es Tvuhs in Burgonden Ein vil edel magedin^ 
Das in alien landen Niht schoners mohte sin ; 
Chriemhilt was si geheien^ Si wart ein schone wip ; 
Darumbe miisen degene Vil verliesen den lip, 

A right noble maiden Did grow in Burgundy, 
That in all lands of earth Nought fairer mote there be ; 
Chriemhild of Worms she hight. She was a fairest itn/e ; 
For the which must warriors A many lose their life. ^ 

^ This is the first of a thousand instances in which the two inseparables, 
wip and lip, or in modem tongue weib and leib, as mentioned above, appear 
together. From these two opening stanzas of the ** Nibelungen Lied," in its 
purest form, the reader may obtain some idea of the versification ; it runs on 
in more or less regular Alexandrines, with a csesural pause in each, where the 
capital letters occur; indeed, the lines seem originally to have been divided 
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• Chriemhild, this world's-wonder, a king's daughter and king's 
sister, and no less coy and proud than fair, dreams one night 
that " she had petted a falcon, strong, beautiful and wild ; which 
two eagles snatched away from her : this she was forced to see ; 
greater sorrow felt she never in the world." Her mother, Ute, to 
whom she relates the vision, soon redes it for her ; the falcon is a 
noble husband, whom, God keep him, she must suddenly lose. 
Chriemhild declares warmly for the single state; as, indeed, 
living there at the Court of Worms, with her brothers, Gunther, 
Gemot, Giselher, "three kings noble and rich," in such pomp 
and renown, the pride of Burgunden-land and Earth, she might 
readily enough have changed for the worse. However, dame 
Ute bids her not be too emphatical; for "if ever she have 
heartfelt joy in life, it will be from man's love, and she shall be 
a fair wife {wip)y when God sends her a right worthy Ritter*s lipJ* 
Chriemhild is more in earnest than maidens usually are when 
they talk thus ; it appears, she guarded against love, " for many 
a lief-long day;" nevertheless, she too must yield to destiny. 
"Honourably she was to become a most noble Kilter's wife." 
" This," adds the old Singer, " was that same falcon she dreamed 
of: how sorely she since revenged him on her nearest kindred 1 
For that one death died full many a mother's son." 

It may be observed, that the Poet here, and at all times, shows 
a marked partiality for Chriemhild; ever striving, unlike his 
fellow singers, to magnify her worth, her faithfulness and loveli- 
ness j and softening, as much as may be, whatever makes against 
her. No less a favourite with him is Siegfried, the prompt, gay, 
peaceably fearless hero; to whom, in the Second Aventiure^ we 

into two at that point, for sometimes, as in Stanza First, the middle words 
i^maren^ hbebaren ; geziien, striten) also rhyme ; but this is rather a rare case. 
The word rechen or recken^ used in the First Stanza, is the constant designa- 
tion for bold fighters, and has the same root with rich (thus in old French, 
hommes riches ; in Spanish, ricos hombres), which last is here also synonymous 
i^tb pcwerfidy and is applied to kings, and even to the Almighty, Got dem 
richen. 
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are here suddenly introduced, at Santen (Xanten), the Court of 
Netherland ; whither, to his glad parents, after achievements (to 
us partially known) " of which one might sing and tell forever," 
that noble prince has returned. Much as he has done and con- 
quered, he is but just arrived at man's years : it is on occasion of 
this joyful event that a high-tide (Jiochgezit) is now held there, 
with infinite joustings, minstrelsy, largesses and other chivalrous 
doings, all which is sung with utmost heartiness. The old King 
Siegemund offers to resign his crown to him; but Siegfried has 
other game a-field: the unparalleled beauty of Chriemhild has 
reached his ear and his fancy; and now he will to Worms and 
woo her, at least " see how it stands with her.'* Fruitless is it for 
Siegemund and the mother Siegelinde to represent the perils of 
that enterprise, the pride of those Burgundian Gunthers and 
Gemots, the fierce temper of their uncle Hagen ; Siegfried is as 
obstinate as young men are in these cases, and can hear no 
counsel. Nay he will not accept the much more liberal proposi- 
tion, to take an army with him, and conquer the country, if it 
must be so ; he will ride forth, like himself, with twelve champions 
only, and so defy the future. Whereupon, the old people finding 
that there is no other course, proceed to make him clothes ; ^ — at 
least, the good queen with "her fair women sitting night and 
day," and sewing, does so, the father furnishing noblest battle 
and riding gear; — and so dismiss him with many blessings and 
lamentations. " For him wept sore the king and his wife, but he 
comforted both their bodies (Jip) ; he said, * Ye must not weep, 
for my body ever shall ye be without care.' " 

Sad was it to the Recken, Stood weeping many a maid ; 
I ween their heart had them The tidings true foresaid. 
That of their friends so many Death thereby should find ; 
Cause had they of lamenting. Such boding in their mind. 



* This is a never-failing preparative for all expeditions, and always specified 
and insisted on with a simple, loving, almost female impressiveness. 
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Nevertheless, on the seventh morning, that adventurous company 
"ride up the sand," on the Rhinebeach, to Worms; in high 
temper, in dress and trappings, aspect and bearing more than 
kingly. 

Siegfried's reception at King Gunther's court, and his brave 
sayings and doings there for some time, we must omit. One 
fine trait of his chivalrous delicacy it is that, for a whole year, 
he never hints at his errand ; never once sees or speaks of 
Chriemhild, whom, nevertheless, he is longing day and night to 
meet. She, on her side, has often through her lattices noticed 
the gallant stranger, victorious in all tiltings and knightly exer- 
cises j whereby it would seem, in spite of her rigorous predetermina- 
tions, some kindness for him is already gliding in. Meanwhile, 
mighty wars and threats of invasion arise, and Siegfried does the 
state good service. Returning victorious, both as general and 
soldier, from Hessen (Hessia), where, by help of his own courage 
and the sword Balmung, he has captured a Danish king, and 
utterly discomfited a Saxon one ; he can now show himself before 
Chriemhild without other blushes than those of timid love. Nay 
the maiden has herself inquired pointedly of the messengers, 
touching his exploits; and "her face grew rose-red when she 
heard them." A gay High-tide, by way of triumph, is appointed ; 
several kings, and two-and-thirty princes, and knights enough 
with "gold-red saddles," come to joust; and better than whole 
infinities of kings and princes with their saddles, the fair Chriem- 
hild herself, under guidance of her mother, chiefly too in honour 
of the victor, is to grace that sport. " Ute the full rich " fails not 
to set her needle-women to work, and ** clothes of price are taken 
firom their presses," for the love of- her child, " wherewith to deck 
many women and maids." And now, " on the Whitsun-morning," 
all is ready, and glorious as heart could desire it ; brave Ritters, 
"five thousand or more," all glancing in the lists; but grander 
still, Chriemhild herself is advancing beside her mother, with a 
hundred body-guards, all sword-in-hand, and many a noble maid 
" wearing rich raiment," in her train ! 
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Now issued forth the lovely one {minmchHche)y as the red morning doth 
from troubled clouds; much care fled away from him who bore her in his 
heart, and long had done ; he saw the lovely one stand in her beauty. 

" There glanced from her garments full many precious stones, her rose-red 
colour shone full lovely: try what he might, each man must confess that in 
this world he had not seen aught so fair. 

** Like as the light moon stands before the stars, and its sheen so clear goes 
over the clouds, even so stood she now before many fair women; whereat 
cheered was the mind of the hero. 

**The rich chamberlains you saw go before her, the high-spirited Recken 
would not forbear, but pressed on where they saw the lovely maiden. Sieg- 
fried the lord was both glad and sad. 

"He thought in his mind, How could this be that I should woo thee? 
That was a foolish dream; yet must I forever be a stranger, I were rather 
(sanfier^ softer) dead. He became, from these thoughts, in quick changes, 
pale and red. 

" Thus stood so lovely the child of Siegelinde, as if he were limned on 
parchment by a master's art ; for all granted that hero so beautiful they had 



never seen." 



In this passage, which we have rendered, from the Fifth Aven^ 
tture, into the closest prose, it is to be remarked, among other 
singularities, that there are two similes : in which figure ofspeech 
our old Singer deals very sparingly. The first, that com^. "^^n 
of Chriemhild to the moon among stars with its sheen going over 
the clouds, has now for many centuries had little novelty or merit : 
but the second, that of Siegfried to a Figure in some illuminated 
Manuscript, is graceful in itself; and unspeakably so to anti- 
quaries, seldom honoured, in their Black-letter stubbing and 
grubbing, with such a poetic windfall ! 

A prince and a princess of this quality are clearly made for 
one another. Nay, on the motion of young Herr Gemot, fair 
Chriemhild is bid specially to salute Siegfried, she who had never 
before saluted man ; which unparalleled grace the lovely one, in 
all courtliness, openly does him. " Be welcome," said she, " Herr 
Siegfried, a noble Ritter good ; " from which salute, for this seems 
to have been all, "much raised was his mind." He bowed with 
graceful reverence, as his manner was with women j she took him 
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by the hand, and with fond stolen glances they looked at each 
other. Whether in that ceremonial joining of hands there might 
not be some soft, slight pressure, of far deeper import, is what 
our Singer will not take upon him to say ; however, he thinks the 
affirmative more probable. Henceforth, in that bright May 
weather, the two were seen constantly together: nothing but 
felicity around and before them. — In these days, truly, it must 
have been that the famous Prize-fight, with Dietrich of Bern and 
his Eleven Lombardy Champions, took place, little to the profit 
of the two Lovers ; were it not rather that the whole of that Rose- 
garden transaction, as given in the " Heldenbuch," might be 
falsified and even imaginary ; for no mention or hint of it occurs 
here. War or battle is not heard of; Siegfried the peerless walks 
wooingly by the side of Chriemhild the peerless; matters, it is 
evident, are in the best possible course. 

But now comes a new side-wind, which, however, in the long- 
run also forwards the voyage. Tidings, namely, reached over the 
Rhine, not so surprising we might hope, '' that there was many a 
fair maiden ; " whereupon Gunther the King " thought with him- 
self to win one of them." It was an honest purpose in King 
Gunther, only his choice was not the discreetest For no fair 
maiden will content him but Queen Brunhild, a lady who rules 
in Isenlandy far over sea, famed indeed for her beauty, yet no less 
so for her caprices. Fables we have met with of this Brunhild 
being properly a Valkyr^ or Scandinavian Houri, such as were 
wont to lead old northern warriors from their last battle-field 
into Valhalla; and that her castle of Isenstein stood amidst a 
lake of fire : but this, as we said, is fable and groundless calumny, 
of which there is not so much as notice taken here. Brunhild, it 
is plain enough, was a flesh-and-blood maiden, glorious in look 
and faculty, only with some preternatural talents given her, and 
the strangest wayward habits. It appears, for example, that any 
suitor proposing for her has this brief condition to proceed upon : 
he must try the adorable in the three several games of hurling 
the Spear (at one another), Leaping, and throwing the Stone : if 



x) THOMAS CARLYLB 

•idonous, he gains her luuid ; if vanquished, he loses his own 
bead ; • hich Uirer issue, such is the feir Amazon's strength, 
frequent fatal experiment has shown to be the only probable 
ooe. 

Siegfried, who knows something of Brunhild and her ways, 
xT>t« clcjriy a^nsl the whole enterprise ; however, Gunther has 
oooe ioT all got the whim in him, and most see it out. The 
pradeni Ha^en Ton Tron^, uncle to love-sick Gunther, and ever 
true to hiin, then advises that Siegfried be requested to take part 
in the adventure; to which request Siegfried readily accedes on 
one condition : that, should they prove fortunate, he himself is to 
have Chricmhild to wife when they return. This readily settled, 
he no* lakes charge of the business, and throws a little light on 
it for i!^. ,i[Iiers. They must lead no army thither; only two, 
Hagen , I D.inkirait, besides the king and himself, shall go. 
The gT.r..: SLibject of aveU' (clothes) is next hinted at, and in 
general i^i.^s elucidated; whereupon a solemn consultation with 
Chricmhild ensues ; and a great cutting-out, on her part, of white 
silk from Araby, of green silk from Zazemang, of strange fish- 
skins c0icri-ij with morocco silk; a great sewing thereof for 
seven weeks on the part of her maids; lastly, a litting-on of 
the three suits by each hero, for each had three; and heartiest 
thanks in remm, seeing all fitted perfectly, and was of grace and 
price uniTiterable. MTiat is still more to the point, Siegfried 
takes his Cloak of Darkness with him, fancying he may need 
it there. Die good old Singer, who has hitherto alluded only 
in the faintest way to Siegfried's prior adventures and miraculous 
possessions, introduces this of the Tantkappe with great frankness 
and simplicity. "Of wild dwarfe {gehvergen)," ^ys he, "Ihave 
heard tell, lliey are in hollow mountains, and for defence wear 
somewhat called Tamkappe, of wondrous sort;" the qualities of 
which g arment, that it renders invisible, and gives twelve men's 
^^^**^ are already known to us. 

r Knglish weeds, and Scotch loii^ (pledge) ; and, say tbe etymo- 
•g, nnd even a/eddutg. 
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The voyage to Isensteia, Siegfried steering the ship thither, is 
happily accomplished in twenty days. Gunther admiies to, a 
high degree the fine masonry of the place ; as indeed he well 
might, there being some eighty-six towers, three immense palaces 
and one immense hall, the whole built of "marble gieeo as 
grass ; " farther he sees many fair women looking from the 
windows down on the bark, and thinks the loveliest is she in 
the snow-white dress; which, Siegfried informs bim, is a worthy 
choice; the snow-white maiden being no other than Brunhitd. 

fit is also to be kept in mind that Siegfried, for reasons known 
best to himself, had previously stipulated that, though a free 
king, they should all treat him as vassal of Gunther, for whom 
accordingly he holds the stinup, as they mount on the beach ; 
thereby giving rise to a misconception, which in the end led to 
saddest consequences. 

Queen Brunhild, who had called back her maidens from the 
t windows, being a strict disciplinarian, and retired into the interior 
of her green marble Isenstein, to dress still better, now inquires 
of some attendant, Who these strangers of such lordly aspect are, 
and what brings them? The attendant professes himself at a 
loss to say; one of them looks like Siegfried, the other is 
evidently by his port a noble king. His notice of Von Troneg 
Hagen is peculiarly vivid : 

The third of those companions He is of aspect slem, 
Aod yet wiih lovely hodj, Kich queen, as je miglit disceni ; 
From those Aii rapid glances. For the ejes nought rest IQ him, 
Meseems this fbteign Recke la of lemper fierce and giim. 

This is one of those little graphic touches, scattered all over our 
Poem, which do more for picturing out an object, especially a 
man, than whole pages of enumeration and mensuration. Never 
after do we hear of this stout indomitable Hagen, in all the wild 
deeds and sufferings he passes through, but those swinden blUken 
of his come before us, with the restless, deep, dauntless spirit that 
looks through them. 



^T-^:!:." '-. - Tr -:r-:r.:r a ScsrrreL s nic widxnt tartness ; whid^ 
^^--^cr, :!t^ xr.r: ^^^.r^cssL rjmns- and lie nimblest address 
^*c» ^ T:-^ ^trr.Tr.r.T^ ^^-rrss^ himz^ ar Vnrrys ova-: he is here 
^- '^ti-^k ^1 7. :L2^ ;^«rL srx sr fnrrTL anhr xs attendant on his 
^ru^^»N -^ t:*^- ^wrTifv ij^c ^imntfTT. lOo coiiDes to sue for ha 
^i^-.^, J^- :^ -;:..--::iLi jsri^ iifrsaniif of all earthly blessings 
^- ♦ * -^ ^i>. -^ju: ^-if^^rmm^i nt :mrrmg Saegfiried himself 
i s^ X. ^ ^'v '^ TT.ifc^-rs^ snaL ar-rjTTn: « diis King Gunthei 
> >^ ^v>-t:>^ i^-: irsizsr.iTT^ rtfxr^ zic gioand, and equips 
v» x^ 'tk- :^ "~^ "T'viu v^zv^s: mis: iiET^ ico^cd a little blank 
^x^i- v. >i'^ i -^^v.* ^r^-^rr:: ir inr is fiir one's handling,) 
-. --x^*^ >v <u -:- * ' ,v ^t.:r ^:".^ ^mii ir^n;.'' iriii::^ icxir chamberlains! 
<sx ^ >.;^ > %:>:, ji^^ * ^-^ac XT u:<^":tt 5a» zzieant to shoot or 
X x v>.v - vjv i C'^.'.^x^ vx :ur:s£. Hiurss, in ai^iy apprehen^l 
xvNt \x *->.>». ^ j:-^ j^^<^,^ rsramsf riac ibcy shall all lose 
♦V^: . v -x ^%. r^jL :Nr^ i> inf 22ic^ 2W, or Devil's wife. 
\>s^v^*V^v5v s^^ •*'v% 3^ art::-ixrr zi\5k it ii2> Ocak of Darkness, 
**yv> x" «vv! s.•v^•^^ urw n*>v;n wnsrxsss jr nie esr of royalty to be 
>\ ^\\%>xC\* >>^^^ :>c ^^vvT w- iiiiK5?-tL Gimdjer only affecting to 
V\v c» x»vv ^^ ro^.^ ::^* ^-2^^:?? ^ imTr'e. BRmhild performs 
*>vv>^vs^ >> >vv-s>-.>v;:T.inji ^ ffiann^v, send s^oe^tdung; but 
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he only acting 

v»V vx>»'^»\^' txx:* ^'Kr ^:;r»r :sa-.icrrjtes iiim Tn> into the air, and 

V\\\v ^,v>•^ x.^ Vkitn <;s:;t:>: i ^ro^i rinronr, and the lovely 

V-\^vNfr *>M>^ ^s% r %,;> ^^^..^^ j3j^ soamie that she is fairly 

>^v\«^ >s:v>^^ » x^v A%>^^tv:> iif^n^ics m:nioic: Termij^fe:, and asks 

>s^ iVv %\M >v\ :54,Mjvj^>>j5: >cil ryrrjLjTa: 20 be done. Bnmhild 
% X VKV xi^ w X\ A f.^ >,- >^ ^ir^i5>>d. ri£ 5ie kaT« assembled a 
*; ;\>A,,^ >>^ %^crvvv>j^^ %X^?;^:tt iis? y^^r^rijiaas, being here without 
ivv^K^w ^i«?^ :^>^-vvaft$ cc rvtS5&>u::Des ot ni^chik The deft 
S^^n^i ^X\>^ ,>^ >K^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^ nsow*. In his Tam- 
M^ W s^^^^^ 0^ KMu-i :^ hiri. w^hk:h seen fiom the shore. 

towwds .\v^^i^jv*s;«4 W roKiies that mysterioas countiy and 
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the mountain where his Hoard lies, before the second morning ; 
finds Dwarf Alberich and all his giant sentinels at their post, 
and faithful almost to the death; these soon rouse him thirty 
thousand Nibelungen Recken, from whom he has only to 
choose one thousand of the best ; equip them splendidly enough ; 
and therewith return to Gunther, simply as if they were that 
sovereign's own body-guard, that had been delayed a little by 
stress of weather. 

The final arrival at Worms; the bridal feasts, for there are 
two, Siegfried also receiving his reward; and the joyance and 
splendour of man and maid, at this lordliest of high-tides ; and 
the joustings, greater than those at Aspramont or Montauban, — 

I' every reader can fancy for himself. Remarkable only is the evil | 
eye with which Queen Brunhild still continues to regard the 
noble Siegfried. She cannot understand how Gunther, the Land- 
lord of the Rhine,^ should have bestowed his sister on a vassal : 
the assurance that Siegfried also is a prince and heir-apparent, 
the prince namely of Netherland, and little inferior to Burgundian 
majesty itself, yields no complete satisfaction; and Brunhild 
hints plainly that, unless the truth be told her, unpleasant 
I consequences may follow. Thus is there ever a ravelled thread 
in the web of life! But for this little cloud of spleen, these 
bridal feasts had been all bright and balmy as the month of June. 
Unluckily too, the cloud is an electric one ; spreads itself in time 
into a general earthquake ; nay that very night becomes a thunder- 
storm, or tornado, unparalleled we may hope in the annals of * 
connubial happiness. 

The singer of the " Nibelungen," unlike the author of " Roderick 

Random," cares little for intermeddling with ** thp. rbaste jpy^teries 

jof Hymen." Could we, in the corrupt ambiguous modem tongue, 

hope to exhibit any shadow of the old simple, trae-hearted, merely 

historical spirit, with which, in perfect purity of soul, he describes 

* Der Wirt von Rine : singular enough, the word fVirth^ often applied to 
royalty in that old dialect, is now also the title of innkeepers. To such base 
uses may we come. 
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"" ir c-cs' :er;;:n; in;'-iz.i."n. :n i tp'.' 31 :he walL Let any read 
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ie v^racsi sis- encevi :n his pes, isd bis iDex<nable bri< 
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::in^ : ns-z^-^z -c ^Irsinr-e tie inscribed lew of conduct wil 
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ica^re ci" w-Ji wierecT ~e is wTTStciLed eooc^h. However, thei 
are re=:eiiies :Vr £L tr^^ be; lie^di- The ever-serviceabi 
Siegried ::=i-;rui« ««;= here » nuie die crooked straigtr 
\ilLiC miy cct a:: bccest fciecd with Tamkappe and twelv 
mens strec^th pertcr^i? Prci;d Br-iiiild, nest night, after 
fierce ccctesi, owns herjeli" a^:^ vac>q,iished : Gunther is ther 
to reap the fr-Jts of acoiher"s Tictorr ; the noble Steg&ied with 
draws, taking nothing wi:b him but the huiiry of doing good, am 
the pro'wd cjue^n"^ F ' ^jf ^''A * ^'i n^*^ y i p*^ frft iP *"''' '" '*"* 
stTdggle ; which small trophies he, »-iih the last infirmity of ; 
ind, presents to his o«Q fond wife, litde dredtning tha 
u!d one (i.iv cmt h:m and her. T rr'* »!' "f thi-m, in dear 




, that Ji aai this h .-inr Rmnhild's preterna tural .fecullie 
.'^t hpr, hp'mf- al l dependent on her maidhood ; solhatan) 
-■'- '^p"''-'"if''"Si "■• "'hpr th>^ |i ke extraorduiarT wo rk, is not tc 
*)c apprehended ftom hei. 

If we add, that Siegfried formerly made over to his deal 
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ciemhild the Nibelungen Hoard, by way of Margengabe (or, 
we may say, Jointure); and the high-tide, though not the 
leymoon, being past, returned to Netherland with his spouse, 
be welcomed there with infinite rejoicings, — we have gone 
ough as it were the First Act of this Tragedy.; and may here 
ise to look round us for a moment. The main characters are 
w introduced on the scene, the relations that bind them 
[ether are dimly sketched out: t here is the prompt^ cheer- 
ly heroic, invulnerable and i nvincible Siegfried, no w happiest of 
an I the high Chri emhild, fitly-m ated, and if a m oon, revolving 
q jous round her sun, or Friedel (joy and darling) ; not without 
de and female aspirings, yet not prouder than one so gifted 
i placed is pardonable for being. On the other hand, we 
re King Gunther, or rather let us say king's-mantle Gunther, 
' never except in that one enterprise of courting Brunhild, in 
ich too, without help, he would have cut so poor a figure, 
es the _worthy so vereign shose^will of his own, or character 
ber-^tfa«a_th at of good potter's clay; farther, the su spicio us, 
: gcasting, yet stout and recld pss I ^a^e n. him with the ra^yL 

twir^^^^ anH thfiSg tnrnoH Tint tnn^lfJi^^ljr^mL '^^^£^"^^1 whose 

pwess he has used yet dreads, whose Ni belungen Hoar d he 
rhaps already co vets: lastly, the rigo rous and vig orous Brun- 
Ld ,. of whom also more is to be fe ared than hoped. Considering 
e fierce nature of these now mingled^ ingredients; and how, 
cept perhaps in the case of Gunther, there is no menstruum of 
acid stupidity to soften them ; except in Siegfried, no element 

heroic truth to master them and bind them together, — unquiet 
rmentation may readily be apprehended. 

Meanwhile, for a season all is peace and sunshine. Siegfried 
igns in Netherland, of which his father has surrendered him 
le crown; Chriemhild brings him a son, whom in honour of 
le uncle he christens Gunther, which courtesy the uncle and 
mnhild repay in kind. "^I^^^^^^^l^inp;^" TTnarH ic cHii open 
ij inPYhaiis tihle ; Dwarf Alberich and all the Recken there still 
yal ; o utward r elations friendly^ internal supremely prosperous : 
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these are halcyon days. But, alas, they cannot last. Queeil 
Brunhild, retaining witli true female tenacity her first notion, 
right or wrong, reflects one day that Siegfried, who is and shall 
be nothing but her husband's vassal, haa_t3r_ a.J.ong_while paid j 
him no ser vice; and, determined on a remedy, manages that i 
Siegfried and his queen shall be invited to a high-tide at Worms, i 
where opportunity may chance for enforcing that claim. Thither 
accordingly, n ftpr tpn vpar s' phfipnc p-j wp finH thff'f iHustrious ) 
guests returning; Siegfried escorted by a thousand Nibelungen ' 
Ritters, and farther by his father Siegemund who leads a train of I 
Netherlanders. Here for eleven days, amid infinite joustings, I 
there is a true heaven-on-earth : h nr thp -ipple "f riisr nrd is [ 
already lying in th aknlehHy ri"g, flpf* I go Women , the proudest 



Itaneoiisly. stoop to lift 

How the iwo queens 

Billingsgate ulleredi 



and keen esf-'pnipfrfri nf thp world, ! 

it. Avenliure Fourteenth is entitled ' 
rated one another." Never was courtlii 
or which came more directly home to the business and 
of women. T he subject is that old story of Prer pdfr''''i "!>''''>' 
i ndeed, from the time of Cain and Abel dow pyt^rds, ''ri' ""-""ghi- 
such effusion of blo od and bJle both amon^ men and wo men : 
lyyi^at the bottom of all armaments and battle-fields, whether 
Blenliahns and Waterioos, or only plate-displays, and longue-and- 
eye skirmishes, in the circle of domestic Tea : nay, the very 
animals have it; and horses, were they but the miserablest 
Shellies and Welsh ponies, will not graze together till it has been 
ascertained, by clear fight, who is master of whom, and a proper 
drawing-room etiquette established. 

Bmnhilij and Thriemhild take In arpiing ahnnf ihp mpritg of 
t heir husban ds ; the latier, fondly expatiating on the preeminence 
of her Friedel, how he walks " like the moon among stars " 
before all other men, is reminded by her sister that one man 
at least must be excepted, the mighty l^ing Gunther of Worms, 
to whom by his own confession long ago at Isenstein, lip ia vatcal 
a nd se rvant. Chriembild will sooner admit that clay is above 
sunbeams, than any such proposition ; which therefore she, in all— 
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liteness, requests of her sister never more to touch upon while 
e lives. The result may be foreseen : rejoinder follows reply, 
itement grows assertion; flint-sparks have fallen on the dry 
Xy which from smoke bursts into conflagration. Tb^ ^^^ 
teens part in hottest^ though still clear-flaming ang er. Not, 
>wever, to let their anger burn out, but only to feed it with 
ore solid fuel. Chriemhild dresses her forty maids in finer 
an royal apparel ; orders out all her husband's Recken ; and so 
tended, w alks^fpremost to fhf* Minstf^fj where mass is to be 
id ; t hus practically assert i ng that she is not only a true queen. 
It the'wf^rthier of the two, tirunhildy quite outdone in splendour^ 
id enraged beyond all patience, overtakes her at the door of the 
inster, with peremptory order to stop : " before king's wife shall 
ssal's never go." 

len said the fair Chriemhilde, Right angry was her mood : 
Cooldest thou but hold thy peace, It were surely for thy good ; 
lyself hast all polluted With shame thy fair bodye ; 
ow can a Concubine By right a King's wife be ? " 

Whom hast thou Concubined ? " The King's wife quickly spake ; 
That do I thee," said Chriemhild; ** For thy pride and vaunting's sake ; 
lio first had thy fair body Was Siegfried my beloved Man ; 
y Brother it was not That thy maidhood fix)m thee wan." 

I n proof of which outrageous saving, sjie prodnres ^h^t Ring 
KJ G irdle ; the innocent conquest of which, as we well know, 
id a far other origin. Brunhild burst into tears ; " sadder day 
le never saw." Nay, perhaps a new light now rose on her over 
lUch that had been dark in her late history ; '* she rued full sore 
lat ever she was born." 

w ^^f^^ ^hgii i ift ^^^ ^^rk inj"n^r which on^y >^i^^^ ^'^^^ ^^*? ^ 
ray. The evil fiend has be gun his vf^rV j onA fiiA i'ccha r^f Jt 
» beyond ^r*"'^ rnntrnl, Siegfried may protest his innocence 
; that calumny, and chastise his indiscreet spouse for uttering it 
ren in the heat of anger : th<^ fetyial e heart is ^g\indg^ hpy/^nH 
^ng; the old springs of bitterness against this hero unite into 
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a fell flood of hate ; while he sees the sunlight, she cannot li 
a joyful hour. Vengeance is soon offered her : Hagen, who li 
only for his prince, undertakes this bad service ; hy n^^cbg" 
Fessions of attachme ntj and anxiet y to gua^d Sip^;f"^'^'^'g lif" hft 



profes 



gatnsfrom Cliriemhild the secr et of his vulnerabi lity ; Si egfried is 
earned out t" ^^""t ; ""'' '" ^he hour of fran kest gaiety is stabb ed 
t hrough the fatal spo t ; and, felling the murderer to the ground, 
dies upbraiding his false kindred, yet, with a touching simplicttji', 
recommending his child and wife to their protection. " ' Let 
her feel that slie is your sister ; was there ever virtue in princes, be 
true to her: for me my Father and my men shall long wait.' 
The flowers all around were wetted with blood, then he struggled 
with death; not long did he this, the weapon cut him too 
keen; so he could speak nought more, the Recke bold and 
noble." 

^t this point, we might SaV. Pnds thp Thir<] f\f,t r,( r^ir Tr-,^i>Ay . 

t he witole stor y henceforth takes a darke r rlinr,-| cipr ; i f is as if a 
tone of sorrow and fateful boding became more and more audible 
in its free light music. Evil has produced new evil in fatal 
augmentation : injury i-! abolished ; hut in ifs steaij thfr c is 
g uilt and despa ir. Ch rjemhild, an hour aao so rich, is n ow 
ro bbed o f all : h er Rrief is boundless as her love has been. No 
glad thought can ever more dwell in herj darkness, utter night 
has come over her, as she looked into the red of morning. The 
spoiler too walks abroad unpunished; the bleeding corpse wit- 
nesses against Hagen, nay he himself cares not to hide the deed. 
But who is there to avenge the friendless? Siegfried's Father 
has returned in haste to his own land; C hriemhild is now al one' 
on the earth, her husban d's grave is all that retTi aj ps m hprj 
there only can sne sit, as it waiting at the threshold of her own 
dark home ; and in prayers and tears pour out the sorrow and 
love that have no end. Still farther injuries are heaped on her : by 
advice of the crafty Hagen, G^her, who had not planned the 
murder, yet permitted and witnessed it, n ow comes with whin ing 
jimli asions of repentance and good- will; persuades her to send 
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for t he NibeluDgen Hoard to W orms; w here no sooner is it 
amrived. ^^an Hafr<^n aryd the re«^t fo rcibly take it from her; and 

her last trust in affection or t^ith frnm p^/^rfo1 I'c m^ply ^if ot^oy 

Bent to the earth, she weeps only for her lost Siegfried, knows no 
comfort, but will weep forever. 

One lurid g^g ^ m ^^ h npe^ after long years of darkness, breaks 
in on her, in the prospect of reven ge. King Etzel sends fr om 
his far country to solicit her ha nd : the embassy she hears at first, 
as a woman of ice might do ; the good Rudiger, Etzel's spokes- 
man, pleads in vain that his king is the richest of all earthly 
kings; that he is so lonely "sinoe Frau Helke died;" that 
^{m>ugh a heathen, he has Christians about him, and may one 
oaj^^ converted : till at length, wH<*n ^^(> Vimtg HUfranHy a» the 
p ower of Kt^^^ ^^ ^^**"Fffi ^^^ injuring ^ shc on a sudden becomes 
all attention. Hagen. foreseeing such possibilities, protests again st 
the match : but is overr uled : C hriemhild departs with Ru diger 
f or the land of the Hu ns ; taking cold leave of her relations; 
only two of whom, her brothers Gemot and Giselher, inno- 
cent of that murder, does she admit near her as convoy to the 
Donau. 

The Nibelungen Ho^ d has l^ithp||^^ K^An fafql fn all j^c )^ 

possessor s; to the two sons of Nibelung; to Siegfried it s con- 
q ueror; ne i ther does theTSurgundian Royal House fare bett er 
wij^^. Already, discords threatening to arise, Hagen s ees 
p rudent to sink it in \hf^ T^hine; first taking oath of Gunther 
and his brothers, that none of them shall reveal the hiding-place, 
while any of the rest is alive. But the curse that clave to it could 
not be sunk there. T he Nibelungen-land is now th eirs; they 
th emselves are henceforth called Nibelun gen; and this history 
of their fete is the Nibelungen Song, or "Nibelungen Noth" 
(Nibelungen's Need, extreme Need, or final wreck and abolition). 
T})f TTifth Arf /^f r^nr sfrfnpr<* eventful historv now dr^ ws on. 
Chriemhild has a kind husband, of hospitable Hispngitmnj wlja 
trou bles himself little about her secret feelings and intents . With 
His permission, she sends two minstrels, inviting the Burgundian 

d 
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Court to a high-tide at Etzel's : she has charged the messengers 
to say that she is happy, and to bring all Gunther's champions 
with them. Her eye was on Hagen, but she could not single 
him from the rest. After seven days' deliberation, Gunther 
answers that he will come. Hagen has loudly dissuaded the 
journey, but again been overruled. '' It is hij ^ fatp," oayg a 
c ommentator, "like Cassandra's^ eve r tn fnrps^ thp f*vil, s^nH 
e ver to be disregard ed. He himself shut his ear against the 
inward voice; and now his warnings are uttered to the deaf." 
He argues long, but in vain : nay young Gemot hints at last that 
this aversion originates in personal fear : 

Then spake Von Troneg Hagen: " Nowise is it through fear; 
So you command it, Heroes, Then up, gird on your gear; 
I ride with you the foremost Into King EtzePs land." 
Since then fuU many a helm Was shivered by his hand. 

Frau Ute's dreams and omens are now unavailing with him ; 
" whoso heedeth dreams," said Hagen, " of the right story wotteth 
not : " he has computed the worst issue, and defied it. 

Many a little touch of pathos, and even solemn beauty lies 
carelessly scattered in these rhymes, had we space to exhibit such 
here. As sp ecimen of a str ange, winding, d iffinfr, yrt innorrntly 
graceful style of narrative, we had translated some conside rable 
p ortion of this Twenty-fifth /Ifi^ntiur^^ "How the Nibelungen 
m arched (fared) to the H uns," into verses as literal as might be ; 
which now, alas, look mournfully different from the original; 
almost like Scriblerus's shield when the barbarian housemaid 
had scoured it 1 Nevertheless, to do for the reader what we can, 
let somewhat of that modernized ware, such as it is, be set before 
him. T he brave Nibelungen are on the eve of departure ; an d 
a bout ferry ing over the Rhine: and he re it may be noted that 
Worms,* with our oid dinger, lies not in its true position, but at 

^ The City of Worms, had we a right imagination, ought to be as venerable, 
to us Modems, as any Thebes or Troy was to the Ancients. Whether founded 
by the Gods or not, it is of quite unknown antiquity, and has witnessed the 
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some distance from the river ; a proof at least that he was never 
there, and probably sang and lived in some very distant region : 

The boats were floating ready, And many men there were; 
What clothes of price they had They took and stow'd them there. 
Was never a rest from toiling Until the eventide, 
Then they took the flood right gaily. Would longer not abide. 

Brave tents and hutches You saw raised on the grass, 
Other side the Rhine-stream That camp it pitched was : 
The king to stay a while Was besought of his fair wife; 
That night she saw him with her. And never more in life. 

most wonderful things. Within authentic times, the Romans were here ; and 
if tradition may be credited, Attila also; it was the seat of the Austrasian 
kings; the frequent residence of Charlemagne himself; innumerable Festivals, 
High-tides, Tournaments and Imperial Diets were held in it, of which latter, 
one at least, that where Luther appeared in 1521, will be forever remembered 
by all mankind. Nor is Worms more famous in history than, as indeed we 
may see here, it is in romance; whereof many monuments and vestiges remain 
to this day, "A pleasant meadow there," says Von der Hagen, "is still 
called Chriemhild's Rosengarten. The name Worms itself is derived (by 
Legendary Etymolc^) from the Dragon, or Worm, which Siegfried slew, 
the figure of which once formed the City Arms ; in past times, there was also 
to be seen here an ancient strong Riesen-Haus (Giant's-house), and many a 
memorial of Siegfried : his Lance, 66 feet long (almost 80 English feet), in 
the Cathedral; his Statue, of gigantic size, on the Neue Thurm (New Tower) 
on the Rhine;" etc., etc. **And lastly the Siegfried's Chapel, in primeval, 
Pre-Gothic architecture, not long since pulled down. In the time of the 
Meistersangers too, the Stadtrath was bound to give every Master, who sang 
the lay of Siegfried ( " Meisterlied von Siegfrieden," the purport of which 
is now unknown) without mistake, a certain gratuity." "Glossary to the 
Nibelungen," § Worms. 

One is sorry to learn that this famed Imperial City is no longer Imperial, 
but much fallen in every way from its palmy state; the 30,000 inhabitants, 
to be found there in Gustavus Adolphus' time, having now declined into some 
6>8oo, — "who maintain themselves by wine-growing, Rhine-boats, tobacco- 
manufacture, and making sugar-of-lead." So hard has war, which respects 
nothing, pressed on Worms, ill-placed for safety, on the hostile border: 
Loavois, or Louis XIV., in 1689, had it utterly devastated; whereby in the 
interior, "spaces that were once covered with buildings are now gardens." 
See "Conv. Lexicon," § Worms. 
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Trumpets and flutes spoke out. At dawning of the day, 
That time was come for parting, So they rose to march away: 
Who loved-one had in arms Did kiss that same, I ween ; 
And fond farewells were bidden By cause of Etzel's^Queen. 

Frau Ute's noble sons They had a serving-man, 
A brave one and a true : Or ever the march began, 
He speaketh to King Gunther, What for his ear was fit. 
He said : ** Woe for this journey. I grieve because of it." 

He, Rnmnlf^ hight| the Sew er. Was known as hero true; 
He spake : '* Whom shall this people And land be trusted to ? 
Woe on *t, will nought persuade ye. Brave Recken, from this road ! 
FiaJtt ^hriemhild * s flattering message ^ ft gftf^ Hnfh g^[p tnJvwli^." 

" The land to thee be trusted. And my fair boy also, 
And serve thou well the women, I tell thee ere I go ; 
Whomso thou flndest weeping Her heart give comfort to; 

The steeds were standing ready. For the Kings and for their men; 
With kisses tenderest Took leave full many then, 
Who, in gallant cheer and hope. To march were nought afraid : 
Then since that day bewaileth Many a noble wife and maid. 

But when the rapid Recken Took horse and prickt away, 
The women shent in sorrow You saw behind them stay; 
Of parting all too long Their hearts to them did tell ; 
When grief so great is coming. The mind forbodes not well. 

Nathless the brisk Buigonden All on their way did go, 

Then rose the country over A mickle dole and woe; 

On both sides of the hills Woman and man did weep : 

Let their folk do how they list, These gay their course did keep. 

The Nibelungen Re cken ^ Did march with them as w ell. 

I n a thousana gmiering hau t)erks, Who at home had ta'en farewell 

Of many a fair woman SEould see them never more : 

The wound of her brave Siegfried Did grieve Chriemhilde sore. 

^ These are the Nibelungen proper who had come to Worms with Siegfried, 
on the famed bridal journey from Isenstein, long ago. Observe, at the same 
time, that ever since the Nibelungen Hoard was transferred to Rhine-land, the 
¥^ole subjects of King Gunther are often called Nibelungen, and their subse- 
quent history is the Nibelungen Song, 
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Then 'gan they shape their journey Towards the River Maine, 
All on through East Fnmconia, King Gunther and his train $ 
Hagen he was their leader. Of old did know the way ; 
Dankwart did keep, as marshal. Their ranks in good array. 

As they, from East Franconia, The Salfield rode along, 
Mig^t you have seen them prancing, A bright and lordly throng, 
The Princes and their vassals, All heroes of great fiune : 
The twelfth mom brave King Gunther Unto the Donan came. 

There rode Von Troneg Hagen, The foremost of that host, 
He was to the Nibelungen The guide they loVd the most: 
The Ritter keen dismounted. Set foot on the sandy ground. 
His steed to a tree he tied. Looked wistiiil all around. 

" Much scaith," Von Tron^ said, " May lightly chance to thee. 
King Gunther, by this tide. As thou with eyes mayst see: 
The river is overflowing. Full strong runs here its stream. 
For crossing of this Donau Some counsel might well beseem." 



" What counsel hast thou, brave Hagen," King Gunther then did ny, 
" Of thy own wit and cunning? Dishearten me not, I pray: 
Thyself the ford wilt find us. If knightly skill it can. 
That safe to yonder shore We may pass both horse and man." 

"To me, I trow," spake Hagen, " Life hath not grown so dieap. 
To go with will and drown me In riding these waters deep; 
Bat first, of men some few By this hand of mine shall die. 
In great King Etzel's countiy. As best good-will have L 

" But bide ye here by the River, Ye Ritteis brisk and sound. 
Myself will seek some boatman. If boatman here be fbond. 
To row us at his ferry. Across to Gelfrat's land: " 
The Tron^er grasped his buckler. Fared forth along the stnuad« 

He was full bravely hamess'd. Himself he kn^^btly boie, 
W^th buckler and with helmet, Whidibr^bt okw^ be wore; 
And, bound above his haubeik, A weapon broad was ieta^ 
That cut with both its edges. Was never sword so keeau 



Then hither he and thither Seaicfa'd for the Fcxiynui^ 
He heard a splashing of waten^ To watch the saaae Wj|^^ 
It was the white Mer-womcn, That in a fcnmtain cl«:a/^ 
To cool their £ur bodycs. Were menily XaXh'mg }i^€* 
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From these Mer-wotnen, who ''skimmed aloof like white 
cygnets'' at sight of him, Hagen snatches up ''their wondrous 
raiment ; " on condition of returning which, they rede him his 
fortune ; how this expedition is to speed. At first favourably : 

She said : "To Etzel's country Of a truth ye well may hie, 
For here I pledge my hand, Now kill me if I lie, 
That heroes seeking honour Did never arrive thereat 
So richly as ye shall do. Believe thou surely that," 

But no sooner is the wondrous raiment restored them than 
they change their tale ; for in spite of that matchless honour, it 
appears every one of the adventurous Recken is to perish. 

Outspake the wild Mer-woman : " I tell thee it will arrive. 
Of all your gallant host No man shall be left alive, 
Except King Gunther's chaplain, As we full well do know; 
He only, home returning. To the Rhine-land back shall go." 

Then spake Von Troneg Hagen, His wrath did fiercely swell : 
"Such tidings to my master I were right loath to tell, 
That in King Etzel's country We all must lose our life : 
Yet show me over the water, Thou wise all-knowing zui/e.** 

Thereupon, seeing him bent on ruin, she gives directions how 
to find the ferry, but withal counsels him to deal warily ; the ferry- 
house stands on the other side of the river ; the boatman, too, is 
not only the hottest-tempered of men, but rich and indolent; 
nevertheless, if nothing else will serve, let Hagen call himself 
Amelrich, and that name will bring him. All happens as pre- 
dicted : the boatman, heedless of all shouting and offers of gold 
clasps, bestirs him lustily at the name of Amelrich ; but the more 
indignant is he, on taking-in his fare, to find it a counterfeit. He 
orders Hagen, if he loves his life, to leap out 

*' Now say not that,'' spake Hagen; " "Right hard am I bested. 
Take from me for good friendship This clasp of gold so red ; 
A nd row our thousand her oes And steeds across this river." 
Then spake the wrathful boatman, "That will I surely never." 
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Then one of his oars he lifted. Right broad it was and long, 
He struck it down on Hagen, Did the hero mickle wrong, 
That in the boat he staggered, And alighted on his knee; 

Other such wrathful boatman Did never the Troneger see. 

His proud unbidden guest He would now provoke still more, 
He struck his head so stoutly That it broke in twain the oar. 
With strokes on head of Hagen ; He was a sturdy wight : 
Nathless had Gelfrat's boatman Small profit of that fight. 

With fiercely-raging spirit The Troneger tum'd him round, 
Clutch'd quick enough his scabbard, And a weapon there he found ; 
W<» j^ipnt e his head from off him ^ And casst it on^t he sand. 
T hus had that wrathful bofttman — -His_d£atbJrQm Hagen*s hand. 

Even as Von Troneg Hagen The wrathful boatman slew, 

The boat whirl'd round to the river. He had work enough to do; 

Or ever he turn*d it shorewards, To weary he b^an, 

But kept full stoutly rowing. The bold King Gunther's man, 

•He wheePd it back, brave Hagen, With many a lusty stroke. 
The strong oar, with such rowing. In his hand asunder broke ; 
He fain would reach the Recken, All waiting on the shore, 
No tackle now he had ; Hei,^ how deftly he spliced the oar, 

With thong from ofi" his buckler ! It was a slender band ; 
Right over against a forest He drove the boat to land; 
Where Gunther's Recken waited, In crowds along the beach ; 
Full many a goodly hero Moved down his boat to reach. 

Hagen ferries them over himself "into the unknown land," 
like a right rare steersman; yet ever brooding fiercely on that 
prediction of the wild Mer-woman, which had outdone even his 
own dark forebodings. Seeing the Chaplain, who alone of them 

^ These S4[>parently insignificant circumstances, d own even tn mending , the 
q ^ fix)m his shie ld, are preserved with a singular fidelity in the most distorted 
emtions oi the 'I'ale: see, for example, the Danish ballad, "Lady Grimhild's 
Wrack" (translated in the "Northern Antiquities," p. 275, by Mr. Jamieson). 
This **^«7" is a brisk interjection, whereby the worthy old Singer how 
and then introduces his own person, when anything very eminent is going 
forward. 
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all was to retunii standing in the boat beside his chappeisimmt 
(pjHces and other sacred furniture), he determines to belie at least 
this part of the prophecy, and on a sudden hurls the ch^lain 
overboard. Nay as the poor priest swims after the boat, he 
pushes him down, regardless of all remonstrance, resolved that 
he shall die. Nevertheless it proved not so : the chaplain made 
for the other side ; when his strength failed, " then God's hand 
helped him," and at length he reached the shore. T hus does the 
s tem truth stand revealed to Hagen. by the ver y rneans he took 
for eluding it : " he thought with himself these Recken must all 
lose tFeir lives." ^jom this time, a ^m reckless spirit ta kes 
jnTtynririftn T^f him; a courage, an audacity, waxing more and 
more into the fixed strength of desperation. The passage once 
finished, he dashes the boat in pieces, and casts it in the stream, 
greatly as the others wonder at him. 

* ' Why do ye this, good brother ? " Said the Ritter Dankwart then ; 
" How shall we cross this river, When the road we come again ? 
Returning home from Hunland, Here must we lingering stay ? " — 
N ot then did Hagen tell him That return "f> "iftr<» c^^\A thf»y. 

• 

In this shipment " into the unknown land," there lies, for the 
more penetrating sort of commentators, some hidden meaning 
and allusion. The destruction of the unretuming Ship, as of the 
Ship Aigo, of ^neas's Ships, and the like, is a constant feature of 
such traditions : it is thought, this ferrying of the Nibelungen has 
a reference to old Scandinavian Mythuses; nay to the oldest, 
most universal emblems shaped out by man's Imagination; 
H agen the fer r yman being, in _sonie^sOTt,,jL-tj!pe_.QLDgath, who 

fptTi<*^ ^Yfi^ h^glJl^ USandslmd tens ^f thonganHg infn fl T anH grill 

nv?rgiliiV uowti ^ 

But leaving these considerations, let us remark the deep fearful 
interest which, in gathering strength, rises to a really tragical 

* See Von der Hagen's "Nibelungen, ihre Bedeutung," etc. 
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height in the close of this Poem. Strangely has the old Sing er^ 
i n these his loose melodies, modulated the wild narrative into a 

itic whole , yrhh what we might rail tru<* ^^, ^t^rt^ ifr nnf rflt}i#>r 

an instinct of genius still more un erring. A fateful gloom now 
hangs over the fortunes of the Nibelungen, which deepens and 
deepens as they march onwards to the judgment-bar, till all are 
engulfed in utter night 

Hagei^ himself rises in tragic great ness ; so helpful, so prompt 
and strong is he, and true to the death, though without hope. 
sin can ever he pa r f^^"**^j <^^^" ^^'^^ ^"" ^^» "f ^'^'* I'g porHr>«q KlA ; 
by loyal faith, by free daring an d heroic cnnstaney^ h^ lias wiflHe 
a mends jp r it. W ell does he know wh^*^ '^ ^nr"*"g j yt» ^** g'y^ 
forth to meet it. offers to Ruin his sullen welcom e^. Warnings 
thicken on him, which he treats lightly, as things now superfluous. 
Spite of our love for Siegfried, we must pity and almost respect ' 
thel ost Hagen now in his extreme need, and fronting it so nobly. 
"Mixed was his hair with a gray colour, his limbs strong, and 
threatening his look." Nay, h is sterner qualities are beautifull y 
t#>mpere d by another feeling, of which till now we understood 
not that he was cap able, — the jfifiljflg (>f fr ienaaLip There is a 
certain Volker of Alsace here introduced, not for the first time, 
yet first in decided energy, who is more to Hagen than a brother. 
This Volker, a courtier and noble, is also a Spielmann (minstrel), 
a Fiddere gut (fiddler good) ; and surely the prince of all Fideleres; 
in truth a very phoenix, melodious as the sp ft nigTifingai^^ y^f 
S trong as the royal ea gle; for also in the brunt of battle he can 
play tunes ; and with a Steel Fiddlebaw beats strange music from 
the cleft helmets of his enemies. There is, in this continual 
allusion to Volker's Schwert-fidelhogen (Sword-fiddlebow), as rude 
ag j^ gniindg tn iis^ a barba ric greatness and de pth ; the light 
minstrel of kingly and queenly halls is gay also in the storm 
of Fate, its dire rushing pipes and whistles to him : is he 
not the image of every brave man fighting with Necessity, 
be that duel when and where it may; smiting the fiend with 
giant strokes, yet every stroke musical? — This Volker _and 
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Hagen ate united insepa iably, and defy death toge ther. '* \Vhal- 
e ver Volker said pleased Hagen ; whatever Hagen did plea sed I 

Volker." 

But into these last Ten Aventiures, almost like the image of a 
Doomsday, we must hardly glance at present. Seldom, perhaps, [ 
in the poetry of that or any other age, has a grander scene of ' 
pity and terror been exhibited than here, could we look into it 
clearly. A l every new step new shapes of fear a rise. Dietrich , 
of Bern meets t he Nibelungen on their way, vrith ominous_ wani- , 
ings: but wan )t"f;'!| a^ wp said, are nnm cupgrflimnni frhnn the 
evil itself is apparent an d inevitabl e. C hriemhild, w asted and 
exaspCTated nere into a inghtful Medea, op enly threatens Hap en, 
but is openly defied by hjp i ; he and Volker retire to a seat 
before hei 'palace, and sit there, while she advances in angry 
tears, with a crowd of armed Huns, to destroy them. But 
Hagen has Siegfried's Balmung lying naked on his knee, the 
Minstrel also has drawn his keen Fiddlebow, and the Huns 
dare not provoke the battle, r'hrl.mhiiij ffmilfl fai" cIuqIq i^m- 
Wag»n fo r venf re^nce : but HE^n, like other men, stands not 
_) alone; and sin is an infection which will not rest with one 

M victim. Partakers or not of his crime, the others also roust 
share his punislimen t" Singularly touching, in the~ meanwhile, 
is King Etzel's ignorance of what everyone else understands 
too well ; and now, in peaceful hospitable spirit, he exerts him- 
self to testify his joy over these royal guests of his, who axe 
bidden hither for far other ends. That night the Tra ywom 
Nibelungen are sumptuously lodged; yc^ Hagg n aid Volkf^r 
B te good to keep wa tch : Volker plays them to sleep : " under 
the porch of the house he sat on the stone : bolder fiddler was 
there never any ; when the tones flowed so sweetly, they all 
gave him thanks. Then sounded his strings till all the house 
rang; his strength and the art were great; sweeter and sweeter 
he began to play, till flitted forth from him into sleep full many 
a careworn soul." _It was their last lullaby; t he y were to sl eep 
pn mop- Arcned men appear, but suddenly vanish, in the night ; 
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assassins sent bv Chriemh ild y exper ^^ng nn cAnfmoi » if ic plain 
th at the last hour draws nigh. 

Tn thft mnrni hg the Nibclungcn are for the Minster to^ hear 

nogssL^ they are putting on gay raiment; but Hagen tells them a 

different tale : *' ' ye must take other garments, Recken ; instead 

of silk shirts haubf ^rks. for rich mantles y our good shi elds : and, 

beloved masters, moreover squires and nV^n, ye shall full earnestly 

go to the church, and plain to God the powerful (Gof dem richen) 

of your sorrow and utmost need j and know of a suretv that de ath 

Cor us is nigh .' " l ^EtzeFs HaU»^wEere the Nibelupgen a ppear at 

t he royal feast in complete armour, the Strife^ incited by Chri em- 

begi ns ; the first answer to her provocation is from Hagen, 

who hews ftff the head of her own and EtzeFs son. Piak^"fl "^ 

b ound intn th<> mnfhf*!^;; hqg nm : << then began among the Recken 

a miu'der grim and great." Dietrich, with a voice of preternatural 

power, commands pause ; retires with Etzel and Chriemhild ; and 

now the bloody work has free course. We have heard of battles, 

and massacres, and deadly struggles in siege and storm; but 

s eldom has even the poet's imagination pictured anythin^L SQiierce 

a nd terrible as th is. Host after host, as they enter that huge 

vaulted Hall, perish in conflict with the doomed Nibelungen ; and 

ever after the terrific uproar, ensues a still more terrific silence. 

All night and through morning it lasts. They throw the dead from 

the windows ; blood runs like water ; the Hall is set fire to, they 

quench it with blood, their own burning thirst they slake with 

blood. It is a tumult like the Crack of Doom, a thousand-voiced, 

wild-stunning hubbub ; and, frightful like a Trump of Doom, the 

S word-fiddl ehaw of Volker, who guards the door, makes music to 

that death^ance. Nor are traits of heroism wanting, and thrilling 

tones of pity and love ; - as in that act of Rudiger, Etzel's and 

Chriemhild's champion, who, bound by oath, ^Mays his soul in 

God's hand," and enters that Golgotha to die fighting against his 

friends ; yet first changes shields with Hagen, v^hose own, also 

given him by Rudiger in a far other hour, had been shattered in 

the fight "When he so lovingly bade give him the shield, there 
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were eyes enough red with hot tears; il was the last gift which 
Rudiger of Bechelaren gave to any Recke. As grim as Hagen was, 
and as hard of mind, he wept at this gift which the hero good, go 
near his last times, had given him ; full many a noble Ritter began 
to weep." 

At last Volker is slain ; th ev are a ll slain, sii"" ""'y w^j^a n o^t^ 
Giyithfir, faint__an d wounded, yet still unconquered among the 



bodies_o£Jli£,dead- Dietrich the wary, though strong and in- 
vincible, whose Recken too, except old Hildebrand, he now finds 
are all killed, though he had charged them strictly not to mix in 
the quarrel, at last arms himself to finish it. He subdues the 
two wearied Nibelungen, binds them, delivers them to Chriem- 
hild; "and Herr Dietrich went away with weeping eyes, 'worthily 
from the heroes." These never saw each other more, r^hriem- 

hilH Hpm qnds Of Hage P— Wl*'''^'~Hi p Mihplnngpri ffnarH is ? But 
t}P gnciBprs hpr, rhar he ha-i luinm npvi-r In rfjerlfi.^ jt, whilp'any 

of her brothers li ve. " I bring it to an end." said Ihi* infiTn'a fpH 
wo man; orders her brother's h^-nA tn hp •n■p^e•]r nff; anri hoM« it 
u p to H agen. '"Thou hast it now according to thy will,' said 
Hagen ; 'of the Hoard knoweth none but God a nd_I_;- f rom 
riiee, she-de vil (?'gife«fl'f«ng), shall it forever be h id.'" She kills 
h im with nis own KWOrd, O nce_he r husband's : and _ig_h^erself 
s &uck dead by Hildebrand, indi gnant a t the w oe she has wrou ght ; 
Kin g Etzel, there present, no t__o pposinp t he -deed. Whereupon 
the curtain drops over that wild scene : " the full highly honoured 
were lying dead ; the people all had sorrow and lamentation ; in 
grief had the Icing's feast ended, as all love is wont to do : " 

Int chan iu nicHl bescheidcn Wan lider da gtsckach. 
Wan ritter unde -uirmmtn Weiiun man do sath, 
Dar-sua die edthi ekneehte Ir lieben ■vriundt tot : 
Da hat das mare eiH ende; Dis isl dir Nibetmtge nal, 

I cannot sa; you now What hath befallen since; 

The women all were weeping, And the Ritters nnd the prince, ' 

Also the noble squires. Their dear friends lying dead : 

Here bath ihe story ending; This is the Nibtlungen's Need, 
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We have now finished our slight analysis of this Poem ; and 
hope that readers who are curious in this matter, and ask them- 
selves, What is the ** Nibelungen ? " may have here found some 
outlines of an answer, some help towards farther researches of 
their own. To such readers another question will suggest itself: 
Whence this singular production comes to us, When and How it 
originated? On which point also, what little light our investiga- 
tion has yielded may be summarily given. 

The worthy Von der Hagen, who may well understand the 
*' Nibelungen " better than any other man, having rendered it 
into the modem tongue, and twice edited it in the original, not 
without collating some eleven manuscripts, and travelling several 
thousands of miles to make the last edition perfect, — writes a 
Book some years ago, rather boldly denominated ''The Nibelungen^ 
its Meaning for the present and forever " ; wherein, not content 
with any measurable antiquity of centuries, he would fain claim 
an antiquity beyond all bounds of dated time. Working his way 
with feeble mine-lamps of etymology and the like, he traces back 
the rudiments of his beloved *• Nibelungen," "to which the flower 
of his whole life has been consecrated," into the thick darkness of 
the Scandinavian " Niflheim " and '' Muspelheim," and the Hindoo 
Cosmogony; connecting it farther (as already in part we have 
incidentally pointed out) with the Ship Aigo, with Jupiter's goat- 
skin iEgis, the fire-creed of Zerdusht, and even with the heavenly 
Constellations. His reasoning is somewhat abstruse; yet an 
honest zeal, very considerable learning and intellectual force 
bring him tolerably through. So much he renders plausible or 
probable : that in the " Nibelungen," under more or less deface- 
ment, lie fragments, scattered like mysterious Runes, yet still in 
part decipherable, of the earliest Thoughts of men; that the 
fiction of the Nibelungen was at first a religious or philosophical 
Mythus ; and only in later ages, incorporating itself more or less 
completely with vague traditions of real events, took the form of 
a story, or mere Narrative of earthly transactions ; in which last 
form, moreover, our actual ''Nibelungen Lied" is nowise the 
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original Narrativey but the second, or even the third redaction of 
one much earlier. 

At what particuliar era the primeval fiction of the *' Nibelungen " 
passed from its Mythological into its Historical shape; and the 
obscure spiritual elements of it wedded themselves to the obscure 
remembrances of the Northern Immigrations ; and the Twelve 
Signs of the Zodiac became Twelve Champions of Attila's Wife, 
— there is no fixing with the smallest certainty. It is known 
from history that Eginhart, the secretary of Charlemagne, com- 
piled, by order of that monarch, a collection of the ancient 
German Songs; among which, it is fondly believed by anti- 
quaries, this "Nibelungen" (not indeed our actual "Nibelungen 
Lied," yet an older one of sinular purport), and the main tradi- 
tions of the " Heldenbuch " connected therewith, may have had 
honourable place. Unluckily Eginhart's Collection has quite 
perished, and only his Life of the Great Charles, in which this 
circumstance stands noted, survives to provoke curiosity. One 
thing is certain, Fulco Archbishop of Rheims, in the year 885, is 
introduced as "citing certain German books," to enforce some 
argument of his by instance of " King Ermerich's .crime toward 
his relations ; " which King Ermerich and his crime are at this 
day part and parcel of the " Cycle of German Fiction," and pre- 
supposed in the "Nibelungen."* Later notices, of a more 
decisive sort, occur in abundance. Saxo Grammaticus, who 
flourished in the twelfth century, relates that about the year 
1 130, a Saxon Minstrel being sent to Seeland, with a treacherous 
invitation from one royal Dane to another; and not daring to 
violate his oath, yet compassionating the victim, sang to him by 
way of indirect warning " the Song of. Chriemhild's Treachery to 
her Brothers ; " that is to say, the latter portion of the Story 
which we still read at greater length in the existing " Nibelungen 
Lied." To which direct evidence, that these traditions were 
universally known in the twelfth century, nay had been in some 

^ Von der Hagen*s "Nibelungen," Einlntung^ § vii. 
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shape committed to writing, as " Gennan Books,'' in the ninth or 
rather in the eighth, — we have still to add the probability of their 
being '' ancient songs," even at that earliest date ; all which may 
perhaps carry us back into the seventh or even sixth century; 
yet not farther, inasmuch as certain of the poetic personages that 
figure in them belong historically to the fifth. 

Other and more open proof of antiquity lies in the fact, that 
these Traditions are so universally diffused. There are Danish 
and Icelandic versions of them, externally more or less altered 
and distorted, yet substantially real copies, professing indeed 
to be borrowed from the Gern^an; in particular we have the 
" Niflinga " and the " Wilkina Saga," composed in the thirteenth 
century, which still in many ways illustrate the German original. 
Innumerable other songs and sagas point more remotely in the 
same direction. Nay, as Von der Hagen informs us, certain 
rhymed tales, founded on these old adventures, have been re- 
covered from popular recitation, in the Faroe Islands, within 
these few years. 

If we ask now, What lineaments of Fact still exist in these 
Traditions; what are the Historical events and persons which 
our primeval Mythuses have here united with, and so strangely 
metamorphosed ? the answer is unsatisfactory enough. The great 
Northern Immigrations, unspeakably momentous and glorious as 
they were for the Germans, have wellnigh faded away utterly 
from all vernacular records. Some traces, nevertheless, some 
names and dim shadows of occurrences in that grand movement, 
still linger here; which, in such circumstances, we gather with 
avidity. There can be no doubt, for example, but this " Etzel, 
king of Hunland," is the Attila of history ; several of whose real 
achievements and relations are faintly yet still recognizably pic- 
tured forth in these Poems. » Thus his first queen is named 
Halke, and in the Scandinavian versions, Herka; which last 
(£rca) is also the name that Prisons gives her, in the well-known 
account of his embassy to Attila. Moreover, it is on his second 
marriage, which had in fact so mysterious and tragical a character. 
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that the whole catastrophe of the " Nibelungen " tunis. It is I 
true, the "Scourge of God" plays but a tame part here; bow< 
ever, his great acts, though all past, are still visible in their fruits : 
besides, it is on the Noithem or German personages that the 
tradition chiefiy dwells.' 

Taking iiirther into account the general " Cycle," or System of 
Northern Tradition, whereof this " Nibelungen " is the centre and 
keystone, there is, as ^indeed we saw in the " Heldenbuch," a 
certain Kaiser Ottnit and a Dietrich of Bern; to whom also it 
seems unreasonable to deny historical existence. This Bern 
(Verona), as well as the Rabmichtacht (Battle of Ravenna), is 
continually figuring in these fictions; though whether under 
Ottnit we are to understand Odoacer the vanquished, and under 
Dietrich of Bern Theodoricus Veronensis, the victor both at 
Verona and Raveana, is by no means so indubitable. Chrono- 
logical difficulties stand much in the way. For our Dietrich of 
Bern, as we saw in the "Nibelungen," is represented as one of 
Etzel's Champions : now Attila died about the year 450 \ and 
this Ostrogoth Theodoric did not fight his great Battle at Verona 
till 489 ; that of Ravenna, which was followed by a three years' 
si^e, happening next year. So that before Dietrich could become 
Dietrich of Bern, Etzel had been gone almost half a century from 
the scene. Startled by this anachronism, some commentators 
have fished out another Theodoric, eighty years prior to him of 
Verona, and who actually served in Attila's hosts, with a retinue 
of Goths and Germans; with which new Theodoric, however, the 
old Ottnit, or Odoacer, of the " Heldenbuch " must, in his tiun, 
part company ; whereby the case is no whit mended Certain it 

' [There is an historical foundation foi the main fact of the stoiy, in that in 
the year 437 A.D. a certain Buigundian King Gundicarius with his followers 
sufl'eiud an overwhelming defeat at the hands of the Hans. Moreover, in the 
" LcK Bmgnndionnm " reference is made to three kings, Godomet, Gislahar, 
and Gundahsi, in whose names at least if not (heir deeds the poem retains 
some lihadowj reminiscence offacL See preface of Simiock's edition of the 
'• Nibelungen Lied," Stnt^art, 1893.—ED.] 
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seems, in the meantime, that Ot^rick, which signilies Rick at 
People, is the same name which in Greek becomes Theodoricus ; 
for at first (as in Procopius) this very Theodoricus is always 
written SivSipi^ which almost exactly corresponds with the 
German sound. But such are the inconsietencies involved in 
both hypotheses, that we are forced to conclude one of two 
things: either that the Singers of those old Lays were little 
versed in the niceties of History, and unambitious of passing 
for authorities therein ; which seems a remarkably easy condu- 
non : or else, with Lessing, that they meant some quite other 
series of persons and transactions, some Kaiser Otto, and his 
two Anti-Kaisers (in the twelfth century); which, from what 
has come to light since Lessing's day, seems now an untenable 
position. 

However, as concems the " Nibelungen," the most remarkable 
coincidence, if genuine, remains yet to be mentioned. " Thwortz," 
a Hungarian Chronicler (or perhaps Chronicle), of we know not 
vhat authority, relates, "that Attila left his kingdom to his two 
SODS Chaba and Aladar, the former by a Grecian mother, the 
Utter by Kremheilch (Chriemhild) a Gennan \ that Theodoric, 
one of his followers, sowed dissension between them ; and, along 
with the Teutonic hosts, took part with his half- countryman the 
younger son ; whereupon rose a great slaughter, which lasted for 
fifteen days, and terminated in the defeat of Chaba (the Greek), 
and bis flight into Asia." ' Could we but put faith in this 
Thwortz, we might fancy that some vague rumour of that Krem- 
beilch Tragedy, swoln by the way, had reached the Gennan 
ear and imagination; where, gathering round older Ideas and 
Mythuses, as Matter round its Spirit, the lirst rude form of 
"Chiiemhilde's Revenge and the Wreck of the Nibelungen "bodied 
itself forth in Song. 

Thus any historical light emitted by these old Fictions is little 
better than darkness visible; sufhcient at most to indicate that 

' Weber ("lUustrBtiona ai Northern Antiqaities," p. 39), who dtes Gorro 
1" Zeitung fiir Einsiedler ") as hb authority. 
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great Northern Immigrations, and wars and rumours of war I 
been ; but nowise how and what they have been. Scarcely cIm 
is the special history of the Fictions themselves ; where they W 
first put together, who have been their successive redactors i_ 
new- modellers. Von dec Hagen, as we said, supposes that tl 
may have been three several series of such. Two, at all ever 
are clearly indicated. In their present shape we have internal 
evidence that none of these poems can be older than the twelfth 
century ; indeed, great part of the " Hero-book " can be proved 
to be considerably later. With this last it is understood that 
Wolfram von Eschenbach and Heinrich von Ofterdingen, tvro 
singers otherwise noted in that era, were largely concerned j but 
neither is there any demonstration of this vague belief: while 
again, in regard to the Author of our actual " Nibelungen," not 
so much as a plausible conjecture can be formed. 

Some vote for a certain Conrad von Wiirzburg ; others for the 
above-named Eschenbach and Ofterdingen ; others again for 
Klingsohr of TJngerland, a minstrel who once passed for a magi- 
cian. Against all and each of which hypotheses there are objec- 
tions; and for none of them the smallest conclusive evidence. 
Who this gifted singer may have been, only in so far as his 
Work itself proves that there was but One, and the style points 
to the latter half of the twelfth century, — remains altogether 
dark : the unwearied Yon der Hagen himself, after fullest investi- 
gation, gives for verdict, "we know it not."^ Considering the 

' [Bartsch ascribes it with some confidence to a courtly poet or Minnesinger, 
about 1 140, of the family of Kiireoberg, settled near Linz on the Danube, and 
Kguds bim as the inventor of the paitkular form of strophe thai is used in the 
" Nibelungenlied " as well as in the lyrical poems that are ascribed la the 
same singer. Simiock, however, makes light of ihis theory on the gronnd 
that it is based solely on a lyrical poem [in the same form of slama as the 
" NibeluDgenlied "], in which a knight is described as singing in Kiirenbeig'g 
fashion ( IViist). This word, he points out, may refer either to llie melody or 
the metre ; certainly the passage does not go far in prove that he invented the 
metre, still less that be was the composer of the Nibelungenlied ii 
form.— Ed.] 
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high worth of the " Nibelungen," and how many feeble ballad* 
mongers of that Swabian Era have transmitted us their names, 
so total an oblivion, in this infinitely more important case, may 
seem surprising. But those " Minnelieder " (Love-songs) and 
Provencal Madrigals were the Court Poetry of that time, and 
gained honour in high places ; while the old National Traditions 
were common property and plebeian, and to sing them an un- 
rewarded labour. 

Whoever he may be, let him have our gratitude, our love. 
Looking back with a farewell glance, over that wondrous old 
Tale, with its many-coloured texture ''of joyances and high- 
tides, of weeping and of woe," so skilfully yet artlessly knit-up 
into a whole, we cannot but repeat that a true epic spirit lives 
in it j that in many ways it has meaning and charms for us. Not ^ 
only as the oldest Tradition of Modem Europe, does it possess a ^ 
high antiquarian interest ; but farther, and even in the shape we 
now see it under, unless the " Epics of the Son of Fingal " had ^ . 
some sort of authenticity, it is our oldest Poem also; the earliest 
product of these New Ages, which on its own merits, both in form 
and essence, can be named Poetical. Considering its chivalrous, b ' " 
romantig .loner-it may rank as a piece of literary composition, 
perhaps considerably higher than the Spanish "Cid"; taking-in ^ ^,.^. 
its historical significance, and deep ramifications into the remote 
Time, it ranks indubitably and greatly higher. 

It has been called a Northern '' Iliad " ; ^nt t^Cfipt" ir* t^^ faci 

that both P^fmg liavA a narrative rViararfri*^^ fl^d both Sing "^ C^ 
destructive ra^e" of men, thf t^^ ^"^^ g/^ar/^Aly any cimnarlty 

I 'he Singer of the '* Nibelungen ** is a fyr difff rent persftn frr^m 
Homer; f ar inferior both in culture a^nd in geni us. Nfithing.of 
t he glowinglmagery, oi the nerce bursting energy, of the m ingled 1 
fi re and gloom, that dweU m the old (rreek. makes its appeara nce / 
herCj^ T he German Singer is con]p a yatively jl s impl e .^nature ; 1 1 
has never penetrated deep into life ; never "^questioned Fate ; " — j 
or strug^edwith fearful mysteries ; of all which we find traces in | I 
Homer, still more in Shakespeare; but with meek believing sub- I 
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ed to I 



, q iission, has taken the Universe as he fo und it represented to I 
;' him; and r qpices with a fi pp rhildlibf -ladi ieas _ iti_thejere 
1 outi^d shows of things. He h^ little ppwec_of rielfn paring 
I ch aracte r ; perhaps "he had no decisive vision thereof. His 
persons are superficially distinguished, and not altogether without 
generic difference ; but the portraiture is imperfectly brought out ; 
there lay no true living original within him. jie has little Fancy : 
fc find sr ari-fly fi ne or two similitud es i n his whole-EoeBa^-and 
t hese one or two, which moreover are repeated, betok en no special 
facultyjhat way. He speaks of the "moon among stars j" says 
often, of sparks struck from steel armour in battle, and so forth, 
that they were wit es weAte der wind, " as if the wind were blow- 
ing them." We have mentioned Tasso along with him ; yet 
neither in this case is there any close resemblance ; the light 
playAil grace, still more the Italian pomp and sunny luxuriance 
of Tasso are wanting in the other. His axe humble wood-notes 
wild ; no nightingale's, but yet a sweet sky-hidden lark's. I n ajl 
the rhetori fal gift.i, to say nothin g of rhe rijpral nttammpni-gj we 

Nevertheless, a noble soul he must have been, and furnis hed 
with far more '^"flftiril ^quisites for Poetry than these a re; 
name ly, vrith ^ *^f ^f^ ^^^ fggliflp; »f g Pr.At He has a cle ar 
Byp for thi- p^iit ifuT and Tru e ; all unites itself gra cdully and 
c ompactly in his imag ination: it is strange with what careless 
felicity he winds his way m that complex Narrative, and, be the 
subject what it will, comes through it unsullied, and with a smile. 
His g reat stren gth is an unconsc ious instinctive stren gth ; wherein 
tmlv lie^ his highest me rit. T hg whijiip spirit nf fhivalry^nf I 
Love: and heroic Valour, must have lived in him gnH mgpinwt | 
hiiBt— v Eyerywhere he shows a nn\f\e: Sensibil ity : th e sad accents 
of partini? friend s, the l amentings of women, the high daring of 
m^ all that is worthy and lovely prolongs itself in melodious 
e rJif i M thr ough his heart. A true old Singer, and taught of 
Nature herself I Neither let us call him an inglorious MUton, 
"'" ■" now he is no longer a mute one. What good were it that 
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he four or five Letters composing bis name could be printed, 
nd pronounced, with absolute certainty? All that was mortal in 
is gone utterly; of his life, and its environment, as of the 
}odil]r tabernacle he dwelt in, the vei; ashes remain not : like a 
air heaven ly Apparition, which inHfpH hp way, hp hns melted 



nto air, and only the Voice he uttered, in virtue of its insp ired 



yet lives and will live. 
I To the Germans this " Nibelungen Song " is naturally an object 
I of no common love ; neither if they sometimes overvalue it, and 
v^ue antiquarian wonder is more common than just critidsm, 
should the &ult be too heavily visited. After long ages of con- 
ceahnent, they have found it in the remote wilderness, still stand- 
ing like the trunk of some almost antediluvian oak ; nay with 
boughs on it still green, after all the wind and weather of twelve 
hundred years. To many a patriotic feeling, which lingers fondly 
in soUtary places of the Fast, it may well be a rallying-point, and 
"Lorers' Tyysting-tree," 

For us also it has its worth. A creation from the old ag es. I 
^" ^righ*' ""'^ halm y, if we Visit it ; and opening into the first 
History of Europe, of Mankind. T hus all is not obl ^'^fl" ; ^** \ 
on the edge of the abyss that separates t h ^ Old w nrlri frnm tha 
New, there hanfis a fair Rainbow-lan d; which also, in curious 
repetitions of itself {twke over, say the critics), as it were in a 
s econdary and even a ternary reflex, she ds^y)""* fwhle twilight 
fkr into the deeps of the primeval Time 
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MiT vil grozen eren daz ist al war 

wonten si mit einander vnz an daz sibende iar 
di zit din dran^inne eines suns was genesen 
des chonde der kunich Ecel nimmer Trolicher wesen. 
Sine wolde niht erwinden sine vUrbe sint 
daz getonffet vorde daz Eceln chint 
nach cristenlichem rehte ez wart Ortliep genant 
des wart vil michel freude uber elMu Eceln lant 
Swaz ie guter togende an vroun Helchen lach 

der vleiz sich nu vron Criemhilt dar nach vil manigen tach 
di site si lerte Herrat diu ellende meit 
dia hete tougenliche nach Helchen grosiu leit. 
Den vremden unt den chunden was si vil wol bechant 
di iahen daz nie vrouve beseze ein kUneges lant 
bezher unde milter daz heren si fUr war 
daz lop si truch si een Hiiinen unz an daz dricehende iar. 
Nu het si wol erchunnen daz ir niemen wider stunt 
also noch fursten wibe chUneges recken tunt 
ant daz si alle zite zwdf chunige vor ir sach 
si gedaht ouch maniger leide der ir da heime gesach. 
Si gedaht ouch maniger eren von nibelunge lant 
der si da was gewaltich unt di ir Hagenen hant 
mit Sifrides tode hete gar benomen 
ob im daz noch immer von ir celeide mohte chomen. 
Sas geschaehe ob ich in mohte bringen in daz lant 
ir troumte daz ir gienge vil diche an der hant 
Giselher ir bruder si chusten zaller stunt 
vil ofte in senftem slaffe sit wart in arbeiten chant, 
Ich vaene der ubel valint Criemhilde daz geriet 
daz si sich mit ^undschefte von Giselhere schiet 
den si durch sune chuste in biirgonden lant 
do b^;onde ir aber salwen von heizen trehen ir g^want. 
£z lag ir an dem herzen spate und vrou 
wi man si ane schulde brsehte dar zu 
daz si mtise minnen einen heidenissche man 
di not di het ir Hagene unt Gunther getan. 

Transcript of the first column opposite^ being the first nine 
stanzas of Ady^htukr XXIII 
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THE LAY OF THE NIBELtTNGS. 

ADVENTURE L— KRIEMHILDA. 

I. 

TO us, in olden legends, is many a marvel told 
Of praise-deserving heroes, of labours manifold, 
Of weeping and of wailing, of joy and festival ; 
Of bold knights' battling shall you now hear a wondrous tale. 

2. 

There grew up in Burgundia a very noble maid, 
No fairer face than hers was in all the lands, they said ; 
Kriemhilda was the maid's name, — a lovely woman she, — 
For whose sake many a warrior lost his life gallantly. 

3- 
To love that lovely maiden seemed but to be her due ; 

None bore her spite, and many did for her favour sue. 

Beyond all measure fair were her noble form and face : 

Here virtues were sufficient, all womankind to grace. 



Three noble kings and wealthy, did guard her as their own, 
Sir Gunther and Sir Gemot, for deeds of honour known, 
And Giselher the youngest, a gallant warrior he. 
The lady was their sister, and ward of all the three. 

B 
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These princes were right geivJle,-'.^ 'ind came of noble race. 
Bold, and of strength unequalled, peerless in knightly grace ; 
" The kingdom of BurgunSiki," thus was their country hight ; — 
All Etzel's land r^ig later with their great deeds of might. 

• •-' ' * o. 

• « ■ * 

At Wopips Mjpon the Rhine flood, they dwelt in power and might, 
An^Xhere; in fealty, served them full many a haughty knight, 
WitfiVronourable service throughout their earthly life. — 
That life had woeful ending from two great ladies' strife. 

7. 
Their mother was Dame Ut^, a queen exceeding rich, 

And Dankrat was their father, broad lands he left to each 

When he this life departed ; he was a mighty man. 

Who, e'en while yet a stripling, his knightly deeds began. 

8. 
The three kings, who came after, were, as I've said before. 
All men of strength and valour ; and to them fealty swore 
The flower of noble knighthood, of whom with truth 'twas said, 
That strong they were and dauntless, in sharp fight undismayed. 

9- 
Foremost of them was Hagen, of Tronj^ ; then his brother, — 

Sir Dankwart the swift-footed ; Ortwein of Metz another ; 

And Eckewart and Gere, who both were margraves hight ; 

With Volker of Alsatia, — a stout and proven knight. 

10. 
Rumold the kitchen-master, a knight of high degree, 
Sindold and Hunold also, whose duty 'twas to see 
That courtly rites and honours were aye observed well, 
With many another gallant, whom time would fail to tell. 



.] KRIEh(HlLDA, 

Dankwart, he was the Marshal, his nephew Ortwein boro 
The oSice of High Sewer, in that proud court of yore ; 
^r Sindold was Cup-bearer, and a bold knight men say, 
The Chamberlain was Hunold ; all honourable they. 



Of all this courtly service, and of their far-famed might, 
And of the worth and valour of each heroic knight. 
And of their life as courtiers, through all their joyous days. 
To give a true account were beyond ray simple lays. 



Meanwhile, amid this splendour, the maid Kriemhilda dreamed 
That she had reared a falcon, — strong, fair and wild he seem'd— 
And that two eagles tore him, and eke before her eyes;— 
No worse grief could life bring her in any evil guise. 



Quick to her mother Ut^ she told the vision dread, — 
Who, after her own manner, the dream interpreted : 
" This falcon of ihy rearing, thy noble husband he, — 
And now may God defend him, or he is lost to thee I 



"What sayest thou of husbands, O dearest mother mine? 
Never for hero's wooing shall I, your daughter, pine ! 
Spotless and fair would I be, as now, unto my death ;-— 
I would forego the sorrow that lurks man's love beneath." 



"Forswear not Love thus lightly," her mother answer gave, 
" If heart's joy ever reach thee in life, as women crave. 
Through man's love thou mustgain it; — thou wertaseemly bride 
If God do not deny thee a good knight at thy side." 



n 



4 THE LAY OF THE NIBELUNGS. [ADV, 

17. 
" Ah, let alone such counsel, my mother dear, I pray ! 

By many a woman's witness 'tis proven, clear as day, 

How heart's delight too often with sorrow sore is paid ; — 

Lest such mischance befall me, I'll shun them both," she said. 

18. 
So, in her mind Kriemhilda held ever Love at bay, 
And lived in happy freedom for many a merry day ; — 
Caring for nought and no one ; — and yet it was her fate 
To be one day, in honour, a gallant warrior's mate. 

19. 
It was the self-same falcon that she in dfeams did see, 
Just as her mother told her; and bloody was to be 
Her vengeance on her kinsmen, by whom the deed was done :— 
For one man's death did perish full many a mother's son. 



ADVENTURE IL— SIEGFRIED. 

20. 
In Netherland was growing a rich king's son and heir, 
Whose father's name was Siegmund, Sieglind his mother fair. 
In a strong castle lived they, of far and widespread fame, 
Beside the great Rhine river ; and Santen was its name. 

21. 
This prince's name was Siegfried, a gallant knight and good. 
In many kingdoms proved he his brave and warlike mood ; 
So great his strength of body, he rode from land to land. 
Ha ! what fine warriors found he on the Burgundian strand ! 
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22. 

[n his best days of prowess, when he was young and slim, 
Full many a wondrous story the country told of him, — 

How noble was his stature, how fair he was to see, — 
A.nd many a comely woman look'd on him lovingly. 

23- 

He had a careful rearing, as did his birth befit, 

His virtues were his own, though, and nowise due to it ! 

Unto his father's country he was an ornament, 

For men in all things found him to be right excellent. 

24. 
He was now grown so manly that he to court must ride ; — 
The men-folk saw him gladly ; and dames and maids beside 
Wished that his will might bring him, not once, but ever there ; — 
Full many bore him favour, as well the knight was ware ! 

25- 
To ride forth unattended the boy was ne'er allowed. 

In costly raiment decked him Siegniund and Sieglind proud ; 

And the wise elders taught him (as well they understood). 

How best to win the people, and rule the land for good. 

26. 
And being now so stalwart that he could weapons bear. 
Having what he required, enough and e'en to spare, 
He turned his thoughts to women, and dreamt of a fair bride : 
The fairest might stand proudly at the bold Siegfried's side. 

27. 
Then did his father, Siegmund, summon his liegemen all 
Unto a friendly banquet in the great castle-hall ; 
To many a neighbour-king's land the festal tidings spread ; 
On strangers as on kinsmen steeds, gear, he lavished. 
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34. 
Soon ran the knights to where they found saddled chargers wait ; 

^t Siegmund's court began then a tournament so great 

That one heard hall and palace with crash of arms resound, 

.As the high-mettled thanes met upon the tilting-ground. 

35- 
From old knights and from young ones went thrust and parry there, 

Till crash of breaking lances re-echoed through the air ; — 

One saw the splinters flying up to the palace wall 

From many a gallant knight's hand : so eager were they all ! 

36- 

The host he bade them end it ; they led the steeds away ; 
Full many a sturdy buckler in sight all broken lay ; 
And precious stones, in plenty, had fallen on the sward 
From out the shining shield-clasps : the onset was so hard. 

-37- 
Then went the host's guests thither where they were bade to sit ; 

Their weariness was banished by the choice food they ate, 

And by wine of the rarest, of which there was no stint. 

Alike to friends and strangers was all this lavishment. 

38- 

And, though the games and pastimes had lasted all the day, 
The throngs of merrymakers knew neither rest nor stay. 
Contending for the many good gifts that were to hand : 
A bounty which redounded to the praise of Siegmund's land. 

39- 
Then did the king make over to young Siegfried, the loan 

Of both his lands and castles, as he afore had done. 

Unto his knightly comrades he gave with open hand, 

So all were right well-pleased that they had sought his land. 
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40. 
Until the seventh sunrise the festival went on. 
Then did the rich queen, Si^lind, as in old da;s was done, 
For love of her son Siegfried, share out her red gold free : 
To win all folks' hearts to him thereby, in sootli, hoped she. 

41. 
Not one who in the games played, methioks, went poor away ; 
It rained steeds and raiment through all the land that day. 
As if had come the world's end, and common life was o'er ! 
Such gifts, in such abundance, were never known before ; 



So, with befitting honour, ended the festal day. 

And some of the rich nobles were overheard to say, 

That they would liketheyoungman, PrinceSiegfried,fortheirlord: 

Howbeit the honest Siegfried, gave heed not to their word. 

43- 
While Siegniund and Sieglinda were living, their dear son 
Would never dream of wearii^ the crown for any one ! 
He wished to be lord only the mighty to restrain, 
Who kept the land in terror, — the bold and gallant thane ! 



ADVENTURE III— HOW SIEGFRIED CAME TO 
WORMS. 



The Prince was little troubled by pangs of heartache yet ! 
The people's talk, however, erelong his ears beset : 
How there was in Burgundia a maiden, passing fair; — 
For her sake joy and sorrow thereafter he did bear. 
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The beauty of this maiden was fam^d far and wide ; 
Her lofty mind, 'twas vaunted, excelled her beauty's pride, 
And brought her many a wooer, riding to Gunther's land, 
Who fain would see the damsel, and bid for that fair hand. 

46. 
And yet, however many contended for her love, 
Kriemhilda fell in secret that none her heart could move; 
There was no man among them whose love she could reward ; 
That knight was still a stranger, who was to be her lord. 

47- 
But when the son of Sieglind to lofty love inclined. 

Compared with his, all wooing was as an idle wind ! 

Right well, in sooth, ileserved he to win so fair a bride : 

Erelong the noble Kriemhild' stood at bold Siegfried's side. 

48. 
His followers and kinsmen, seeing that he would wed. 
Did counsel that the maiden he to the altar led 
Should be by birth his equal, — for his, and for their sake : 
Then," cried the gallant Siegfried, " Kriemhilda will I take ! 



(I 



49. 
" That beauteous young maiden of the Burgundian land, 
For her surpassing beauty. Right well I understand 
No Kaiser were so mighty but, should he need a wife, 
Thai princess were fit consort to share his royal life." 

50- 
A rumour of the matter soon reached King Siegmund's ears 

('Twas buzzed among the people) ; his mind was full of fears 

For this his son's intention ; — that he was fain to wed 

The fair and lovely maiden, and would not be gainsaid. 
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57- 
" By force can never any expect to win the maid/* 

Declared the good King Siegmund ; "that hath been always said ! 

But if thou with thy warriors wilt to her country ride, 

An' we have any friends left, I'll call them to thy side." 

58. 

" Far be it from my purpose," cried Siegfried, eagerly, 

" That when I ride to Rhine-land warriors should follow me, 

Like an invading army I I should abhor this thing — 

By force the glorious maiden into my arms to bring ! 

59. 
" I will not owe her winning to any other hand ; 

I and eleven others will ride to Gunther's land. 

Your help, good father Siegmund, I, for this purpose, pray." 

Then gave they to his warriors both coloured stuffs and gray. 

60. 
His mother heard the tidings, the lady Siegelind, 
She fell to grieving over her dear son in her mind ; 
Fearing lest she might lose him through some of Gunther's men. 
The noble queen refrained not from bitter weeping then. 

61. 
This seeing, young lord Siegfried to her his way did make. 
And unto his dear mother thus tenderly he spake : 
" I prithee weep not, lady, because of mine intent ; 
I have no fear of foemen, nor of disparagement. 

62. 
"Aid thou me in my journey to the Burgundian land, 
That I and my companions may bravely furnished stand 
In raiment that shall honour proud heroes, such as we, — 
Then will I for this favour, aye thank thee fervently." 



12 THE LAY OF THE NIBELUNGS. [ADV. 

63. 

" Since thou wilt not forego it," did Siegelind declare, 

" I'll help thee on thy journey, my only son and heir ! 

I will provide apparel, the best e'er warrior wore, — 

For thee and thy companions : and ye must take good store." 

64. 
Then bowed to the queen-mother Prince Siegfried, the young man, 
He said : " On this my journey I'll take, if so I can, 
None save eleven warriors ; for these be raiment made. 
I long to see how fares it with Kriemhilda," he said. 

65. 

So Sieglind's beauteous ladies sat stitching, night and day, — 
There were no idle fingers, and little rest or play, 
Until Prince Siegfried's raiment was ready to his hand. 
He'd not forego his journey to the Burgundian land. 

66. 
His father bade him polish his knightly harness grand. 
Wherewith he meant to ride out of royal Siegmund's land. 
And eke the glitt'ring hauberks they likewise did prepare. 
Together with stout helmets, and bucklers broad and fair. 

67. 

The hour of their departure for Burgundy was nigh. 
And men as well as women watched them forebodingly. 
Lest they again should never come to their fatherland. 
To pack their gear and armour the heroes gave command. 

68. 

Their chargers were resplendent, their trappings of red gold ; 
No knight could well be prouder nor had more right to hold 
A high head, than Sir Siegfried and his eleven men. 
He craved the king's permission to gallop Rhinewards then. 



/ 
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69. 
With grief Siegmund and Sieglind accorded his request ; 
Whom Siegfried sought to comfort, as tenderiy he pressed. 
He said : " Ye must not weep now through any care for me ; 
And fear not lest my life be in any jeopardy." 

70. 
Sad-hearted were the warriors, and many a maiden wept : 

Doubtless their hearts foreboded mischance for those who leapt 

That day into the saddle, — they dreamt these friends lay dead, — 

They had good cause for mourning,* in sooth there was much need ! 

71. 
Upon the seventh morning, at Worms, on the Rhine shore, 

Arrived the gallant horsemen ; the raiment that they wore 

With ruddy gold was flashing, and all their trappings shone : 

The chargers of bold Siegfried went pacing smoothly on. 

72. 

Their bucklers were new-wrought ones, and light and broad beside, 
And bright their helmets glittered, as unto court did ride 
Siegfried, the gallant chieftain, in royal Gunther's land. 
Such fine-apparelled heroes were ne'er seen on that strand. 

73- 

Theirlong-swords' points hung downwards unto the spursthey wore ; 

And sharp, too, were the javelins which these bold heroes bore. 
The one that Siegfried carried was two spans in the blade, 
Its twofold edge was deadly, and ghastly wounds it made. 

74- 
All gilded were the bridles they lightly held in hand; 

And silken were their horse-girths ; so came they to that land. 

The folk began on all sides on them to gape and stare, 

Then many of Gunther's people ran forth to meet them there. 
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75- 
Those high and mighty warriors, and knight as well as squire, 
Went out lo bid them welcome, as honour did require, 
Receiving tliem with kindness into their master's land, 
Taking their horses, straightway, and bucklers from their hand. 

76. 

They would have ta'en the chargers, and led them to the stall, 
Had not the gallant Siegfried said out, before them all : 
"Let mine and my men's horses stay here, as now they be, — 
It is my will and purpose to ride hence presently 1 

77- 

" I pray you therefore tell me — whoever knows this thins: 
Let him not hide it from me — where I can find your king, 
Gunther, the mighty monarch of the Burgundian land?" 
Then one among them told him, who knew where he did stand. 

78. 

" If you would find King Gunther, 'tis easy done, I trow. 
In yonder hall I saw him, and thither you must go ; 
^ He stands among his heroes; and, if you'll ihither wend, 

^k Full many a glorious warrior you'll find with him, good friend I" 

W 79- 

■ J^"'° '''« king the tidings by this time had been lold : 

I ^^ warriors were arrived all gallant lo behold, 

I j^^^ Wore white, gljtt'ring mail-shirts, and raiment rich and grand, 

^1 no one knew aught of them, in that Burgundian land. 

^P^Hta^ ^ as the king astonished, and much he did inquire, 
^ - ciinie these splendid warriors, in dazzling bright attire, 

Uch Well-wrought bucklers, so new and eke so broad j — 
"e soul of Gunther that none could give him word. 1 
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8l. 
Xhen Ortwein, lord of Metz, spake, and answered thus the king 
(Rich and high-couraged was he, and feared not anything) : 
^' Since we know naught about them, bid someone straightway go 
^nd fetch my uncle Hagen, he'll see them, arid may know. 

82. 
" He knoweth all the kingdoms, and ev'ry stranger-land. 
And, if he wot aught of them, he'll make us understand." 
So the king sent to fetch him, him and his liegemen all ; — 
They watched his stately coming, with warriors, to the hall. 

83- 

What the king wanted of him ? first, Hagen sought to know. 
" There are within my palace strange warriors, I trow. 
Whom not a soul here knoweth ; if thou didst them e'er see, 
Declare it now. Sir Hagen, and tell the truth to me ! " 

84. 
"That will I," answered Hagen, and to the window went; 
One saw his keen glance wander, till on the guests it bent. 
Well pleased him their equipment, and raiment equally : 
But they were strangers to him, ne'er seen in Burgundy. 

85. 

He spake : " From whencesoever have come these cavalie.rs, 
They must themselves be princes, or princes' messengers. 
Their raiment is so splendid, their horses are so good ; — 
Tis plain, where'er they come from, they are of noble blood. 

86. 
" And," furthermore said Hagen, " though hitherto, I ween 
The famous hero Siegfried, mine eyes have never seen, 
I cannot help believing, how strange soe'er it be. 
That yon proud knight, there standing, can be none else but he ! 



I. 
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87- 
" He bringeth ua new tidings, here into this our land. 
The hardy Niblungs slew he with his own hero-hand, i 

Both Nibelung and Schilbung, the sons of a rich king. 
He hath wrought mighty wonders, by sheer strength van<iuishing. 

88. 
" For riding once, all lonely, and with no help at hand, 
He came unto a mountain, (as I did understand,) 
Where lay the Niblungs' treasure, well watched by doughty men. 
Who all were strangers to him, until he met them then. 



'■ The treasure of the Niblungs had just been taken then 
Out of a hollow mountain, — {Now hearken, my good men !) 
While as the Niblung warriors to share it diii prepare, 
Voung Siegfried came, and saw them ; and had good cause to star 

90. 
" He came so nigh unlo them that he could see them all. 
And they did also see him ; — then one of them did call : 
' Here comes the mighty Siegfried, the Netherlander strong !' 
He met with strange adventures the Nibelungs among. 



" The knight was well received by Schilbung and Nibelung; 
And with one voice in counsel those noble loids and young 
Cried ; ' Share for us the treasure, thou honourable man ! ' 
And eagerly besought him : so he to share began. 

91. 

" He saw so many jewels as I have heard men sav, 
That fivefecore waggons scarcely would catry them awaji; 
""' — -t; there was of red gold, from out the Nib'lungs' land : 
1st be divided by gallant Siegfried's hand. 
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93- 
' And unto him for wages they gave the Niblungs' sword : 

5ut little they foreboded what would be their reward 

For rendering this service to Siegfried, the good knight ; — 

BIre he could end the sharing they had begun to fight. 

94. 
^* They had their friends anear them, twelve gallant arm^d men, 
WTio all were mighty giants, — but what availed them then ? 
For Siegfried fell upon them and slew them in his ire, 
Full seven hundred Niblungs, vanquished in battle dire, 

95- 
** With their good sword resistless, that was yclept * Balmung.' 

Because a mighty terror had seized those warriors young, 

Dread of the sword, and of the bold man that did it wield ; — 

Soon land and castles did they unto the victor yield. 

96. 
" The wealthy kings he also slew, till they both fell dead. 
But he himself, through Albrich, was grievously bested, 
Who would avenge his masters upon the spot, — till he 
Found the great strength of Siegfried beyond his mastery. 

97. 
*' The sturdy dwarf was powerless against him in the fray. 

Like lions wild to the mountain they twain then broke away, 

Till the Tarnhelm ^ from Albrich he wrested ; and thus lord 

Became the dreaded Siegfried of all the Niblung hoard. 

98. 
"They who had dared to fight lay upon the mountain, slain. 
The treasure then he bade them to carry back again 
Unto the cave, whence erstwhile the Niblungs did it take. 
And then did he stout Albrich his treasure-keeper make. 

' The Hood of Darkness or Invisibility. 

C 
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III. 
The king did greatly marvel, and eke his liegemen all, 
At the strange declaration that from his lips did fall : 
To take his kingdom from him ! so that was his intent ! 
His thanes all heard it, likewise, and fierce was their dissent. 

112. 

" Whereby have I deserved this ?" Gunther the warrior cried, 
** That lands my father governed, with honour, till he died, 
Should be now wrested from us by force, by whomsoever? 
That were to prove but poorly that we too knighthood bear." 

113- 
" Nought else will I," quoth Siegfried, " by that I fall or stand : 

If thy strength cannot peace win for thine own fatherland, 

Then shall my strong hand rule it, and after me mine heir ; 

If thou dost win, thine be it, and we thy rule must bear. 

114. 
" Thy heritage, mine also, are now alike at stake ; 
Whichever of the other shall wholly conquest make 
To him shall all be subject, — the land and all its folk." 
But Hagen and King Gemot in hasty answer spoke : 

* Far be it from our purpose," spake Gemot presently, 
j To conquer new possessions, and to cause death thereby 
Qj hands of heroes ; truly, we have a rich estate : 
j^hich pays us due allegiance, nor seeks a better fate." 

116. 
rpjj^gjid and about were standing his friends, in sullen mood ; 
rpjjg^|lord of Metz, Sir Ortwein, among the others stood ; 
^g>jpake : " This friendly parley doth vex me sore, as knight, — 
So sav*^^^^''^^^ unprovoked hath here challenged you to fight. 
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117. 
" If you and your two brethren were here, without defence, 
And if he brought against you the army of a prince, 
Methinks I could overmaster yea, e'en such doughty one ! 
And force this haughty warrior to change his braggart tone." 

118. 
This saying stirred fierce anger in him of Netherland. 
He spake : "Ne'er shalt thou measure against my like thine hand ! 
I am a mighty king's son, and thou but a king's knight : 
Twelve such as thou art could not withstand me in the fight !" 

119- 
Ortwein, the lord of Metz, then for swords called, lustily ; 

Of Hagen, lord of Tronj^, the sister's son was he; 

That he had held his peace still seemed not to Gunther right. 

But Gemot put his word in, the bold and ready knight. 

120. 
He thus spake unto Ortwein : " Now let thine anger be ! 
Siegfried hath not yet done us aught evil that I see, 
Our difference in goodwill we yet may end, I deem, 
And thus may gain his friendship ; 'twill better us beseem." 

121. 
Then spake the doughty Hagen : ** Well do we to be wrath. 
Both we, and all thy warriors, for hath he not come forth. 
Here to the Rhine, to flout us ? he might have let that be ! 
My own good lords had never done him such injury." 

122. 
To this made answer Siegfried, that mightiest of men, 

« ^hat I now have spoken offend you, Sir Hagen, 
X ou shall have eye-proof, shortly, how this my strong right hand 
ohall do great deeds of prowess in this Burgundian land." 
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135- 
When he, among the heroes, down in the court-yard stood. 

Between the games, at leisure, as other warriors would ; 

So winsomely he stood there, Queen Siegelinda's son, 

That the heart's love of many a noble dame he won. 

136. 
And many a time he pondered : " How shall I e'er attain 
To see the noble damsel, whose love I seek to gain, 
Her whom I love so dearly, and have for many a day ? 
To me she's still a stranger, with sorrow I must say." 

137- 
Whene'er the kings were minded to ride throughout their land, 

Their vassal knights had ever to follow, close at hand ; 

And Siegfried must be with them, which did the maid distress, 

And he too suffered often, for her dear sake, no less. 

138. 
So dwelt he with the three kings (and 'tis all true you hear,) 

In Gunlher s court and country, the space of one whole year ; 

And all that time his Lady he never saw at all, 

Th[x>ugh whom much love unto him and sorrow did befall. 



AnVKNTURE IV.— HOW SIEGFRIED FOUGHT 

THE SAXONS. 
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140. 
These warriors' names I'll tell you : the first was Lud'ger hight, 
Out of the Saxon country, a rich king of great might ; 
-And Ludegast came with him, who was of Denmark king; — 
"Xhese twain brought many with them, a princely following. 

141. 
"To Gunther's land the heralds their ready steps had bent, 
Whom those kings, his opponents, had with their message sent. 
The unknown men were questioned as to the news they brought, 
And, summoned by King Gunther, the royal presence sought. 

142. 
The king did greet them fairly ; " Be welcome here," quoth he, 
** Though who hath sent you hither is yet unknown to me ; 
That must I hear now of you," declared the monarch good. 
Exceedingly they feared King Gunther's angry mood. 

143- 
** If thou, O king, allowest, the message we'll reveal 

Which we are sent to bring thee, and nothing will conceal. 

We'll name to you the masters whoVe sent us to this strand : 

Lud'gast and Lud'ger, namely, who would invade your land. 

144. 
** Ye have incurred their anger, nor shun we here to state 
That both our masters harbour for you the greatest hate. 
They mean to come with armies to Worms upon the Rhine : 
And many warriors aid them ; — so warn we thee and thine. 

145- 
" Within twelve weeks their journey must here accomplished be, 

If youVe good friends to help you, you'll seek them speedily 

To guard your land and castles, and fight in battlefield. 

By them will here be cloven full many a helm and shield. 
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* It i" -e wZ trea: »^ ii<m, so nuke your offer : then 
fw* "tI a-T rr.^ =;^:o roa tbcir hosts of annM men, 
A L ;irj= iso ^L^^rrc. to wort you grievous woe, 
rVacj^'^ ¥>-cr Bi: c^^hthood with many a deadly blow." 

* New arrr ieie x ^nl«.~ replied the mooarcb good, 

■*■ Vicil I iw«f ^eli^^c^i: me, — tbext shall ye leam my mci- I, 
I: I x*T^ a,:'-r^ ic^>^:ts I most not hide this thing ; 
T^^ j~3fvccs erxz-i e:=si I onto iDy lieges bring." 

14S. 
Rxs: *s if w3S> s? Gc=:iw» it was a tronblc sore ; 
W,r,-i:r is =cirt ie autter be poodeted o'er and o'er. 
He sk: i: ^jski « U.i^m. and others (rf his nien, 
Asc Irwoe :r:<:iB mm tbe poUce to fetch King Gemot then. 

149- 

His wocthiesi cime ks:^ hini, all that were found to hand. 
He $;uie : " l~!t« twoua cometh here ioto this our land, 
^.n^'^ 1 ttii^hrt armir ; to vork you all much woe." 
To "kxi tJw S-xd k::i^h; Gemot nude answer : " Nay, not so, 



" Our sood s«v^r.!s «Ki~.I iletrad ns I ° utidaniited Gemot said ; 
*' NVme but the iiooa>ed di«, erer, — and they're as good as dead ! 
For teiu ot~ death. I'li nerer fofget mine hononi dear. 
Let the ^>^ come, and wdcome '. they'll 6nd us ready here ! 

'51 I 

Then Hagen spake, of Tronie : " The thing doth bode no good ; ' 
Lud'gast and Lud'gei both are too arrogant of mood. 
The time's too short to gather, and furnish all our men ; 
Ve must advise with Sii^ieied." Thus ^lake the bold Hagen. 
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152. 
They bade men take the heralds, and lodge them in the town. 
However hostile to them, for sake of his renown 
Gunther would have them cared for, as was their due and right ; 
Until he knew what friends would stand by him in the fight. 

153- 
Yet the king's heart was heavy and sad with anxious care. 

But one beheld him mourning, — a gallant knight and fair, 

Who knew not of the sorrow that had befalPn the king ; — 

Therefore besought he Gunther to declare to him this thing. 

154. 
" To me it is a marvel," quoth Siegfried (for 'twas he), 

" How all your merry custom hath changed utterly, 

Which was the rule among us, and hath so long held sway ? " 

To which, in answer, Gunther, the comely knight did say : 

155- 
" Not unto every comer would I the grief declare, 

Which close within my bosom in secret I must bear : 

One keeps one's deepest sorrow for stedfast friends," he said. 

At this did Siegfried's colour change quick, 'twixt white and red. 

156. 
" I never have denied you," he spake unto the king ; — 
" And shall not, in this trouble, my strong arm succour bring ? 
If you for friends are seeking, lo, am I not your friend ? 
I trust to be so ever, — with honour, till mine end." 

157. 
** Now Cjod reward you, Siegfried, for what you now have said. 

And though your strength should never be needed in mine aid, 

Yet doth this news rejoice me, that you my friend will be ; — 

And you shall ne'er regret it, if life be granted me. 
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164. 
tkc messengers of Lud'ger straightway to court repair, 
•t xiews of home-returning greatly rejoiced they were. 
l:ie good King Gunther gave them rich gifts to take away, 
jtxdL promised them safe conduct : right glad of heart were they. 

165. 
^ Sa,y now," King Gunther bade them, " unto my foes who come, 
riiey'd best forego this journey, and stay content at home. 
Buty if they be determined to seek me in my land, 
Unless my good friends fail me, they'll find their work to hand.'* 

166. 
Ricli presents then they, straightway, before the heralds bore, 
Gunther was rich in treasure, and had enough and more ; 
These men of Lud'ger's durst not refuse the offered fee, 
A.nd when they leave had taken, departed joyfully. 

167. 
Now when they unto Denmark returned were at last, 
And had declared the tidings unto King Ludegast, 
Which they had brought from Rhineland, and all to him was said, 
The proud and haughty answer filled him with grief and dread. 

168. 

They said that by the Rhine dwelt full many a gallant wight : 
" Among them, with King Gunther, there was a certain knight, 

Who bore the name of Siegfried, — a knight of Netherland." 

Sore grieved was Lud'gast when he this news did understand. 

169. 
As soon as they of Denmark had heard the news of war. 
They made all haste to gather their friends from near and far, 
Till Ludegast could reckon on twenty-thousand men. 
All warriors bold, and ready the war-march to begin. 
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176. 
From Rhine they rode thiongh Hesse, their warriors as well. 
Towards the Saxon country, — where they to fighting felL 
They ravaged all the borders and spoiled with sword and brand. 
Till fear fell on those princes, who sorrowed for their land. 

177. 
So came they o'er the marches ; tbdr followers pressed on. 
And then the gallant Siegfried began to think thereon : 
"Who shall defend our camp-folk, nowire have brought them here ? 
More damage-wreaking raiders to Saxons never were." 

178. 
Some counselled : *HDn the march let bold Dankwart guard our y ou tl i ; 
He is a trusty warrior, and swift in act, forsooth : 
Let him and also Oitwein have conduct of the rear ; 
So shall we have less damage from Lud'ger's men to fear.** 

179- 
" Then I myself will ride on," did gallant Siegfried cry. 

And keep the foremost outlook, till we the foe espy ; 

Until I find out where these same crafty warriors lurk.*' 

Fair Sieglind's son then quickly donned helmet and hauberk. 

180. 
The rank and file to Hagen he entrusted as he went. 
And also unto Gemot, the warrior excellent 
Then all alone forth rode he into the Saxon-land ; 
That very day his sword hewed full many a helmet-band. 

181. 
He saw a whole vast army upon the plain outspread, 
By which his own few helpers were far outnumber^ : 
There were full forty thousand, or even more, maybe ; — 
But when Sir Siegfried saw them, his heart was full of glee ! 
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liX. 

Oi tke hA mie * «snor had to th« front been sent, 
WW «■ ks fB^ oocal icidv, wstchnil and diligeot 
Hk hoo iStft i td nr kis. and the bold man saw him : 
Aad ack Ad sMd the odkov vitfa jealous hate and grim. 

183- 
ra teC fos who ii was, «fao tbos s^iiinel did sUnd : 
(A *fc'-i^ ihieU of ted gold vas banging on his hand,) 
Cing I ^<t*p" i) was viio fats ann^ ihus did guard, — 
Ttte noUe goest sparred forward to meet him on the sward. 

1S4- 
King Lade^asi had also hii enemy espied. 
And each sharp ^xns had linren into his slalUon's side, 
With Utaces oa the shields bent each charged with all his might, 
And LDdegast the mighty was soon in sorry plight. 

185. 
After the crash, the chafers bore the two princes by, 
As if a mighiT stonn-innd had blown them furiously. 
Till each, the rein obeying, was turned in knightly way ; 
Then (5d the two grim foemen with swords their skill essay. 

,-, 1S6. 

i nr> -ii^hty strokes of Si^fned made all ihe field resound, 
'^^jMaSaas^ helmet seemed flaming all around, — 
''^^^^^^^HK upwards beneath the hero's hand, 
'^^^^^^^^^^wellow a focman vorth his brand. 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^Hbil many an 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^Lthrusts, else 
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ifried had gained the day. 
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188. 
rom three great wounds and ghastly, which to the king he dealt 
leanthroughhiswhite.steelharness; — though it was firmly welt, — 
/here the keen sword-point entered burst from his wounds 

the blood. 
^ng Ludegast might well be thereat of doleful mood ! 

189. 
ie begged for life; and oETered to pledge to him his land, 
['elling him that 'twas Lud'gast whose fate was in his hand. 
Vnd then uprode his warriors, who witnessed had right well 
Vhat, 'twixt the twain before them, upon the watch, befell. 

190. 
Siegfried now thence would take him ; but he was set upon 
By thirty of the foemen : yet did he hold his own, 
\nd kept his wealthy captive ; and struck out, brave and true, 
And gsve those stately chieftains much bitter cause to rue. 

191. 
In self-defence, the thirty he thereupon did slay. 
One only left he Jiving; who spurred his steed away 
To bear the direful tidings of all that there befell : 
Which eke his bloody helmet did but too plainly tell. 

192. 
^\'hcn to the men of Denmark the dreadful news was told, — 
How that their king was taken, — they scarce their grief could hold. 
.-Vnd when they told his brother, he fell to rave like mad, 
In uncontrolli^d fury, — so great the grief he had. 

*93- 

yo Ludegast the warrior was captive made, and then 
Led from the field by Siegfried, and giv'n to Gunther's men. 
To Hagen's care they gave him ; and when they heard the truth, 
That 'twas the kinghebrought them, — they didnotgrieve, forsooth! 
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200. 
r Sinciold's might, and Hunold's, and Gernot's had laid 
course of that fell combat, full many a hero dead, 
e they had time to reckon the valour of the foe. 
id. many a winsome lady that day must weep for woe. 

201. 
r ^NTollcer and Sir Hagen, and also Ortewein, 
imixied in that strife the light that from many a helm did shine, 
''ith. damp of blood downpouring, — these battle-valiant men ! 
ir Dankwart's prowess also wrought many a marvel then. 

202. 
i.iid also they of Denmark did well their weapons wield, 
Vrid many a thrust resounded on many a polish'd shield; 
^nd the sharp sword-strokes echoed death-dealing, blow on blow. 
The warlike Saxons likewise did harm enough, I trow ! 

203. 
As now the bold Burgundians, pressed forward in the fight, 
By them was many a sword-wound, wide-cleft, — a ghastly sight ! 
And streaming o'er the saddles, one saw the reeking blood. 
Thus fought they for dear honour, those valiant knights and good. 

204. 
0]2^|^rd there, loud-resounding, from every hero's hand, 
ihing of keen weapons ; whilst they of Netherland 
jr their bold leader, into the thickest fray, 
[ntly they followed where Siegfried showed the way. 

205. 
'henish heroes could never come anigh; — 
2 seen down-flowing red streamlets bloodily 
.tt'ring helmets, cloven by Siegfried's hand ; — 
ing Lud'ger before his warriors stand. 
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212. 

I combat undivided these noble princes were ; 

nd o'er their helmets, harmless, flew many a well-aimed spear 

etween the glittering targets from each opposing knight. 

nd blood-stained were the bucklers that whilom shone so bright. 

213. 
i.nd, in the stress of battle, full many an eager knight 
)isniounted from his charger. Thus, hand to hand, did fight 
iegrfried the bold, and Lu<;i*gerr who each did ea ch defy. 
)ne saw the broken. splinters of shafts and lances fly. 

214. 
Tast flew the shield-clasps, severed by mighty Siegfried's hand. 
'rie thought himself the victor, this prince of Netherland, 
3ver the dauntless Saxons ; — so many wounded lay. 
Ha, how the bright mail-armour at Dankwart's strokes did fray ! 

215- 
Just then the Saxon Lud'ger espied upon a shield 

\ kingly crown emblazoned, which Siegfried's arm did wield. 

Then knew he, of a surety, that 'twas the mighty man. 

The chieftain to his comrades loudly to call began : 

216. 

fighting, warriors, — my lieges, all is done ! 
T seen Siegfried, the royal Siegmund's son ; — 
ghty hero mine eyes have seen, I trow, — 
?vil devil to work us Saxons woe.'' 



217. 



Z17, 

le ensigns at Ludeger's command. 

/hich, erelong, was granted to his band; 
.er's pris'ner must go to Burgundy : 
d alone 'twas that won this victory. 
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218. 
By general agreement the combat then was stopped, 
And many a battered buckler was by the fighters dropped, 
And many a. helm; — whatever was found upon the land, 
Bore on it blood-red traces of some Burgundian hand. 



219. 
They captured whom they listed : all had they in their power. 
And King Gemot and Hagen, — of chivalry the flower, — 
Had the sick borne on litters ; they took, besides these, then, 
As prisoners to the Rhineland, five hundre3 goodly men. 

220. 
Meanwhile the vanquished warriors to Denmark rode away, 
Nor could the Saxons boast of much better luck than they, 
That any one need praise them : sore vexed these heroes were. 
The friends, too, of the fallen bewailed them, in despair. 

221. 

They had their arms and weapons unto the Rhine conveyed. 
How well now all had ended 1 With his brave warriors' aid 
Siegfried the prince had done it, as he did all things, well : 
Which even Gunther's liegemen were bound in truth to tell. 

222. 
To Worms a message firstly the gallant Gemot sent. 
To let his friends and kinsmen know how the matter went, 
And what success had crowned them, — him and his lieges all : 
For honour had they striven, and gallantly withal. 

223. 
The young esquires ran quickly, and soon the news was told. 
And they for joy exulted, — whom grief before did hold, — 
At these all-welcome tidings, which to the city came. 
And many were the questions asked by each noble dame : 
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224. 
"How had they fared, the warriors of the most noble king ? " 
One of the squires they, straightway, before ^riemhilda^ bring : 
But this was done in secret, she took no open part, — 
Though there was one among them to whom was pledged her heart. 

225. 
And when she saw the envoy into her chamber led, 
Kriemhild, the beauteous maiden, in voice most kindly said : 
" Now tell me the dear tidings and gold I'll give to thee; — 
And telFst thou with no lying, a friend thou hast in me. 

226. 
** How fared my brother Gemot amid the fight ? " she said, 
" And other friends and kinsmen? have we left many dead ? 
And who did best of any ? fain would I hear of thee." 
Then outspake that bold herald : " Of cravens none had we ! 

227. 

" Yet, in the thick of battle rode ne'er a man so well. 

Oh, Princess high and mighty, — since I the truth must tell, — 

As did the noble stranger, who came from Netherland : 

Full many a wondrous deed was wrought by bold Siegfried's hand. 

228. 
" For what great feats soever in battle may have done 
Sir Dankwart and Sir Hagen and many another one ; 
Howe'er they fought for honour, it all was idle wind 
Compared with Siegfried's doings, the son of Siegelind. 

229. 
** Though in the strife of battle full many a hero fell. 
The wonders wrought by Siegfried no man hath words to tell ! 
Nor all his deeds of daring when he to battle rode : 
Through him, for fallen kinsmen, the women's tears have flowed. 
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236. 

Yet still the best achievement that on that field hath been, 
r any, from the youngest to the oldest man hath seen, 
Tas done in knightly fashion by Siegfried's own right hand. 
ich hostages he bringeth here, into Gunther's land. 

237- 
These by sheer strength he vanquished, the brave and goodly 

wight ! 

Lpd L udeprast nf Pf^npnorV — hath suffered great despite, 

knd Ludepr^r his b ^nthpr^ ^^whn from the Saxons came. 

•Jow hearken to my tidings, most rich and noble dame ! 

238. 
' They twain were taken prisoners, . and that by Siegfried's hand. 
L^ever so many captives were brought into this land 
\s to the Rhine are coming only for Siegfried's part." 
No news could have been dearer to Lady Kriemhild's heart. 

239. 
"Unwounded captives bring they, — five hundred men and more; 
And then the deadly- wounded, — of bloody biers fourscore ; — 
Full eighty bloodstained stretchers, my Lady, understand ! 
The better part of these were slain by bold Siegfried's hand. 

. 240. 
" They who, thus overweening, have flouted us on Rhine, 
Musi now, as battle-pris'ners, in Gunther's kingdom pine : 
[ea, even now they bring them • with joy unto our land." 
len sweetly flushed her fair face, as she did understand. 

241. 
' face, with pleasure, became all rosy red; 
od luck, deliver'd out of the direst need 
ler goodly warrior, — the young man. Prince Siegfried ; 
friends rejoiced she, — as she was bound, indeed. 
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242. 
Then spake the winsome maiden : ** Well hast thou said, and now 
Thou shalt have costly raiment for guerdon, that I owe; 
And ten good golden marks too; they shall be brought thee here !" 
Such tidings to rich ladies a man would gladly bear ! 

243- 
They ^ave him for his guerdon ^ the raiment and the gold. 

len to the wmdows hastened the fair maids, to behold 

The horsemen up the street come : and, watching eagerly. 

They saw the gallant riders come home to Burgundy. 

. 244. 
They came, the hale and hearty, the wounded also came. 
They heard the neighbours' greetings, and need not blush for shame. 
The host rode forth rejoicing to meet his guests again : 
It was a joyful ending to all his anxious pain. 

245. 
He welcomed home his warriors, and all the strangers too ; — 
To the great king 'twas fitting not otherwise to do 
Than graciously to tender his thanks to those who came, 
Who had in fight defended the honour of his name. 

246. . 
Then Giinther asked for tidings, that he to hear was fain, 
Of those who had returned not, — their comrades who were slain. 
But sixty men were missing, and he had lost no more ; — 
For these they might cease mourning, as for the brave of yore. 

247. 
The men who were unwounded brought many a battered shield, 
And many a dinted helmet, to Gunther from that field. 
Before the royal palace dismounted all the men. 
And, with a shout of gladness, were welcomed home again. 
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248. 
'Twas ordered then to billet the warriors in the town. 
The king bade that his guests be well- treated, as his own. 
The wounded must be cared for and granted quiet rest; — 
E'en for his foes his kindness the king did manifest. 

249. 
To Ludegast of Denmark he said : " Be welcome here ! 
Though, through your fault, much damage we have incurred, I 

fear; 
But that will be repaid me, if I have luck ! " quoth he, 
" May God reward my brave friends, who fought so well for me.'' 

250. 
** And you do well to thank them," King Ludeger outspake, 
" For never king before did such high-born prisoners take ! 
The honourable usage shall well rewarded be, 
Which unto us, your foemen, you've granted graciously." 

• 

" I'll let ye both," cried Gunther, "here, on the spot, go free, 
If all the other pris'ners swear to remain with me. 
For these I will have pledges, that they leave not my land 
Without my given warrant." Thereon each gave his hand. 

252. 
All were to rest and comfort within the hostels brought ; 
They put to bed the wounded, with kindly care and thought ; 
While to the hale and hearty good wine and mead they gave. 
A gayer time and gladder the folk could never have. 

253. 
The battered shields were taken and put away in store. 
Of blood-besprinkled saddles were there enough and more ; — 
The men were told to hide them, in case the women wept. 
Still many a way-worn horseman into the city crept. 
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For love of the fair maiden he thought he still would stay, — 
Perchance he yet might see her : which came to pass one day, 
Just as he most desir^ ; — he learnt to know the maid. 
Thereafter to his country right joyously he sped. 

261. 
KsLch day in knightly contests the host would prove his men : 
Which willingly were practised by many a proud young thane. 
Then had he seats erected by Worms, upon the strand, 
For those whom he awaited in his Burgundian land. 

262. 
About this time, when well-nigh the coming guests were due, 
The beauteous Kriemhilda heard what he had in view ; 
That he, with friends, was meaning to keep high festival. 
Then was a great commotion among the fair dames all 

263. 
As to the robes and ribands 'twere best for each to wear. 
Unto the rich queen Ut^ the tidings straight they bear 
Of the proud stranger-warriors, who now were on their way. 
Then from her presses took she rich clothes and raiment gay. 

264. 
For love of her dear children she had these garments made, 
Wherewith were soon adorned full many a dame and maid. 
And many a bold young hero of the Burgundian land. 
For many strangers, likewise, rich clothes she did command. 
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276. 
Then in their presses sought they for all their garments gay, 
And all the goodly raiment that had been stored away ; 
The gold lace and the bracelets that there to hand were laid ; 
And with all care bedecked her full many a lovely maid. 

277. 
And many a knight on that day had younger gladly been, 
That he might be of women more favourably seen ; 
Instead whereof he'd care not a kingdom rich to own ! 
And gladly did they gaze on these damsels yet unknown ! 

278. 
Then the rich king commanded that with Kriemhild should go 
A hundred of his liegemen, — her service pledged unto. 
Of his and her own kinsmen, who carried sword in hand. 
Such were the court-attendants of the Burgundian land. 

279. 
The rich Queen-mother Ut^ with her fair daughter came, 
And in her train brought with her full many a comely dame, — 
Five score of them or over, — all royally arrayed. 
Her daughter, too, was followed by many a winsome maid. 

280. 
From out the women's quarters one might have seen them go ; 
There was a goodly thronging of heroes eke, I trow. 
For this of all things eager, if it perchance might be 
That they should have the fortune the noble maid to see. 

281. 
Then came the lovely maiden *: even as morning-red 
From sombre clouds outbreaking. And many a sorrow fled 
From him whose heart did hold her, and eke so long had held : 
When thus the winsome fair one before him he beheld. 
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282. 
)OQ her raiment glittered full many a precious stone : 
3r rosy blushing colour with lovely radiance shone. 
lOugh any would deny it he could not but confess, 
lat on this earth he never had seen more loveliness. 

283. 
St as the moon in brightness excels the brightest stars, 
nd, suddenly outshining, athwart the clouds appears ; 
) seemed she now, compared with dames of fairest guise, 
len did our gallant hero feel his bold spirits rise. 

. 284. 
ae saw before her marching the chamberlains, in state, — 
ut the high-mettled warriors their order would not wait : 
hey thronged to where, in passing, the fair maid they could see. 
he while Sir Siegfried suffered both joy and misery. 

285. 

dly he thought within him : ** How can it ever be ? 

is mere foolish dreaming that I should marry thee ! 
et to be still a stranger ! — then were I better dead ! " 
^d, thinking so, his colour did change 'twixt white and red. 

286. 
lere stood the son of Siegmund ; as winsome did he look 
s if his form were limned upon a parchment-book, 
y hand of cunning master ; and all men said of him, 
hat there was no man like him, so fine and fair of limb. 

287. 
hey who the maid attended now strove to clear the track, 
ad keep the throng from pressing ; and many a knight drew back, 
nd manly hearts beat quicker for joy, in many a breast, 
s passed each high-born lady in splendid raiment drest. 
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Then some of the h -jsli '^^jistdsi, vsiz w^jfr* ±e icn-'ght did stand 
And thus spake to the w^rrfor ir^ cL=e frcm Xetheriand : 
^' The king his leave ha± gnzred ±^ j:c: ::o cocrt should go, 
His sister there shall greet roc : :i±T v^i: jca hoooar show." 

291. 
\K this the knight's mood changed again from grave to gay ; 
And in his heart hovt reign6d, and grief hid 5ed away, — 
Vor the fair Ut(i's daughter at last his eyes would see ! 
Right soon she greeted Siegfried, with winning modesty. 

292. 
When the high-couraged warrior she saw before her there, 
Her cheeks were lit with crimson : then spake the maiden fair: 
" Be welcome here, Sir Siegfried, thou good and noble knight." 
AofLlAfta he heard her greeting his heart grew wondrous light 
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: that white hand, I wonder, in lover's fashion piess'd? 
;ign of tender wooing? in sooth 'twas ne'er confess'd. 

scarce can I believe that such chance had been let go ; 

she her kindness to him did very quickly show. 

Z9S- 
the full bliss of summer, and in the fair Maytide, 
thin his heart could never, again such joy abide 
now did fill his bosom ; the while he there did stand, 
\d hei whom he desired was holding hand in hand, 

296. 

ad many a warrior murmured : " Ah, if it only were 

y lot to walk beside her, as I have seen him here, 

r at her side to lay me, what bliss would mine have been ! " 

ever served hero better, methlnks, to vrin a queen. 



Iiate'er might be the country ihe strangers cali'd their own, 
Jone had an eye for any save for this pair alone. 
M when they let hei kiss him, — the goodly man and brave !- 
.n ail this world he never a greater joy could have. 



Then tost the King of Denmark, and suddenly did cry : 
" To bring about this greeting how many wounded lie I 
Too y,t\\ have I observed it,— and all by Siegfried's hand ; 
Porefend him, God, from coining again to Danish land ! " 
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^M 'i^htB who churchward ' did bear her company. 

^M ■T ^odly gallant no longer near her be ; 
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306. 

All kinds of mirth and pleasure, and mighty noise withal, 
Were seen and heard forthcoming daily from Gunther's hall, — 
Without, and inside also, — from many a gallant man. 
jir Ortw ein ^nd^Sir Hagen rightjyondrojis feats began. 

307. 
AVhatever games were started these jocund heroes were 

Always among the foremost, a skilled and ready pair. 

Whereby these warriors soon were well known to every guest ; 

Of such kind were the jewels that Gunther's land possessed. 

308. 
Those who had long lain wounded one saw, at last, appear : 
They too would share the pastimes, would fence and throw the 

spear 
Among the king's retainers ; well-pleased to find at length 
That they could do as others; they had renewed their strength. 

309- 
The host would have them treated well, at his festal board. 

Theirs was to be the best food. Thus managed he to ward 

The slightest breath of scandal, which oft a king doth reach. 

From guest to guest on went he, with kindly words for each. 

310. 
He said : " All ye, good warriors, before ye ride away, 
I pray ye take my presents : 'twas in my mind alway 
To recompense your service ; my goods despise not ye : 
I fain would share them with you ; this do I willingly." 

311- 
Then did the lords of Denmark thus answer, out ef hand : 

** Before we ride hence, homewards unto our fatherland. 

We fain would have a treaty : of peace we knights have need. 

We've lost dear friends in plenty who, through your knights, lie 

dead." 
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312. 
King Ludegast of Denmark was healed now of his wound, 
And eke the Saxon leader was once more whole and sound. 
Albeit many dead men they left in alien land. 
Then went the royal Gunther to where Siegfried did stand. 

And to the warrior spake he : " Advise what I shall do ; 
For early on the morrow our foes intend to go, 
And crave abiding pledges of peace, from mine and me : 
Now counsel me, thane Siegfried, what seemeth good to thee ? 

314- 
" What ransom they have offered thou shalt be truly told : 

So much as mares five hundred can carry of pure gold, 

This will they give me gladly, if I will set them free." 

Then Siegfried answered stoutly : " That would unworthy be ! 

315. 
** Free, and without a ransom hence shouldst thou let them fare : 

And that these noble warriors henceforward may beware 

How they come hither, riding as foemen to our land, 

Of this in full assurance let both kings give their hand." 

316. 
" This counsel will I follow ! " So saying, forth they went. 
A message to the foemen was soon thereafter sent : 
" The gold, that ye have offered, doth no man care to keep. 
While for the strife-worn warriors at home their dear ones weep." 

317- 
Then many a shield with treasure piled high they carried there : 
Enough, although he weighed not, for every friend to share ; 
Five hundred marks well-counted, yea more, he gave to some. 
This counsel to King Gunther had from bold Gemot come. 



f 
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318. 
Then took they leave, for all were impatient to be gone ; 

But first, before KriemTiilda the guests filed, one by one ; 

There sat dame Ut^ also, the Queen, who bade " God speed " ! 

Never before were warriors sped half so well, indeed. 

319- 

The hostels were left empty when they had ridden away. 

Only at home remained the king, in state array 

With all his friends and kinsmen, — full many a noble knight. 

These, day by day, were gladden 'd, by dame Kriemhilda's sight. 

320. 
Now Siegfried, the good hero, did also sue for leave : 
Not hoping more to win her, to whom his heart did cleave. 
The king o'erheard the saying that he would fain away : 
'Twas g^elher who urged him his journey to delay. 

321. 
" Now whither, noble Siegfried, is it thy will to ride ? 
Stay rather, I beseech thee, and with our warriors bide. 
Remain with our King Gunther, and with his men and me ;— 
Are there not here fair women, whom thou hast leave to see ? " 

322. 

xhen spake the stalwart Siegfried : **So bide the steeds in stall! 
For I have changed my purpose, I will not ride at all. 
And bear the bucklers hence too ; — I hoped to see my land, 
But Giselher's true friendship I know not to withstand." 

323- 
Thus did the gallant hero remain for friendship's sake. 

And in no other country could he a sojourn make 

That to his soul were sweeter ; — and so it hap'd 

On every day thenceforward did fair Kriemhil 
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341- 
" Let us, as plain knights-errant, go sailing down the Rhine. 

And I will name unto thee the knights we'll take of thine. 

Besides us two, two others shall go, none else at all : 

So shall we win the lady, whatever may befall. 

342- 
"Xone of these four comrades, another shall be jhouj 

The third had best be Hagen, we should do well enow. 

And let the fourth be Dankwart, he hath a dauntless hand ; 

A thousand others dare not m fight us four withstand." 

343- 
I would I had some knowledge,*' the king said, — "verily, 

Ere we from hither journey, 'twould much enhearten me, — 

In what apparel should we before Brunhild appear ; 

What would be right and fitting? that, Siegfried, would I hear." 

344. 
" Whatever be most handsome is worn, I understand. 

By ev'ry man, at all times, in Queen Brunhilda's land ; 

Therefore should we go finely before this haughty dame, — 

That when men talk about us we need not blush for shame." 

345- 
Then cried the good king, " Surely, I will myself go ask 

My own dear, gracious mother, that she do set the task 

To her fair maids, to make us such garb, wherein array'd 

We may appear with honour before the royal maid." 

346. 
Then Hagen, knight of Tronj^, in courtly fashion spake : 
" Why trouble you your mother with things to undertake ? 
Let your fair sister hear now all that you have in mind. 
Her aid, in this state journey, you will of service find." 
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353- 

And friendly mutual glances, and looks that were not loth, 
Caused many a thought to waken within the hearts of both. 
He in his heart aye bore her, dear as his very life ; 
And soon, by steadfast service, he won her for his wife. 

354- 
The rich king spake unto her : " O dearest sister mine, 

This thing that we have purposed fails without help of thine. 

In Queen Brunhilda's country some pleasure we desire ; 

And need, in ladies' presence, the goodliest attire." 

355- 
Then did the maiden answer : " Beloved brother mine. 

Ready am I, at all times, to serve, in need of thine : — 

Of that thou mayst be certain : it is Kriemhilda's part. 

Should any one deny thee 'twould vex her to the heart. 

356. 

" Nor shouldst thou, noble hero, beg of me anxiously, — 
Thou shouldst command my service, in lordly style and free. 
For whatsoever please thee, for that I'm ready aye, 
And gladly will I do it ; " the maiden sweet did say. 

357. 
** Tis our desire, dear sister, in goodly garb to stand, 

Which you may help provide us, with your own noble hand : 

So set your women working, that all may be well done, — 

For we about this journey will be gainsaid by none." 

358- 
Then spake again the maiden : ** Now mark what I shall say ! 

I have the silk already : see that we get, straightway. 

Some gems from off your bucklers : we'll work them on the cloth.'* 

Then Gunther and Sir Siegfried obeyed her, nothing loth. 
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365. 

2 they on this state journey determined to set forth, 

1 ermine furs they reckoned of insufficient worth. 
ver them fur trimmings of coal-black hue they set : 
liigh-days such like garments brave knights right well befit. 

366. 
Idst Arabian gold-work there glittered many a gem, 
::areful were the women, naught was too small for them, 
seven weeks the raiment was all prepared aright, 
i eke the weapons thereto for every gallant knight. 

367- 
len this was all made ready, upon the banks of Rhine 
2.S diligently fashion'd a little vessel, fine 
id strong, which down the river should bear them to the sea. 
le noble maids by this time were of their tasks weary, 

368. 
was told unto the warriors that all things were to hand 
bat they were to take with them ; — all their apparel grand, 
ich as they had desired ; it all was now complete : 

3 would they on the Rhine-bank no longer stay their feet. 

369- 
'herefore, to fetch their comrades, a messenger was bade, 

'hat they should come and look on this raiment newly made ; — 

t might be, for the heroes, too long, or else too small. 

5ut 'twas of the right measure : they thanked the ladies all. 

370. 
For all who came and saw it were bound en to confess, 

[n all the world they never had seen more noble dress. 

They might be proud such clothing in any court to wear ; — 

Of finer knights' apparel, in sooth, knew no one there. 
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377. 
nding, at the windows, was many a lovely child ; 

md fair was blowing — the ship's sail soon was filFd. 

.nt band of heroes on Rhine were floating free ; 

Ake the royal Gunther : " Who now shall skipper be ? " 

378. 
> ill I be ! " cried Siegfried, " for I can down the flood 

ell and safely steer you, doubt not, ye heroes good ; 

per water-channels, I well do understand." 

jyously they parted from the Burgundian land. 

379- 
gfried took a boathook, . and stoutly did it grip, 

veaning on it strongly, from strand he shoved the ship ; 

mighty man, King Gunjher, did likewise seize an oar, 

soon these worthy heroes had cleared them from the shore. 

380. 
,' carried costly viands, and plenty of good wine, — 
best that had been vintaged upon the banks of Rhine, 
-ir horses stood right firmly, — they had a well-found stall ; - 
At vessel voyaged smoothly ; small ill did them befall. 

381. 
•en they unfurl'd the sailcloths, — the stout sails, strained and 

tight,— 
id twenty miles they sailed, or ever it was night, 
ith a good wind to help them down stream, toward the sea. 
\xe\i steadfast toil was later those braVie ones' woe to be. 

382. 
Jpon the twelfth day morning, as we have heard men say, 
The wind had borne the vessel far distant, and away 
Toward Isenstein the fortress, in Queen Brunhilda's land : 
To all of them, save Siegfried, it was an unknown strand. 
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ADVENTURE VIL— HOW GUNTHER WON 
BRUNHILDA. 

389- 
Now, while all this was passing, their ship had neared unto 
The castle walls, so closely that the king's eyes could view 
Above them, at the windows, full many a winsome maid. 
That he knew none amongst them made Gunther passing sad. 

390. 

Then questioned he Sir Siegfried, his brave companion : 
" Of all those lovely maidens, dost thou in truth know none, 
Who now are gazing downward at us upon the flood ? 
Whoe'er their lord and master, they be of noble blood." 

391- 

To him replied Sir Siegfried : " Now look you, secretly, 
Amidst the maids there standing, and then confess to me 
Which you would take among them, if you thereto had might." 
" That will I do !" cried Gunther, the bold and valiant knight. 

392- 

" Yonder, within that window, I see one of them stand 
All in a snow-white garment; she's fairest of the band ! 
Tis her mine eyes have chosen, so fair she is to see : 
Had I the power to wed her, my wife she needs must be." 

393- 
"The judgment of ihine eyesight hath done for thee right well I 
That is the noble Brunhild, the maiden beautiful, 
Whom all thine heart desireth, thy senses, and thy mood." 
In all ways did her bearing seem to King Gunther good. 
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400. 
lejewell'd were their saddles, their saddle-bows were small ; 
io rode they in their glory, before Bninhitda's hall, 
rhe bells upon their harness were wrought of bright red gold, 
Chey came unto that country as bound on venture bold. 



With spear-heads newly sharpened, with swords well-wrought and 

keen. 
Which bung down to the rowels of these two goodly men ; 
Such weapons bore the bold ones, with broad and sharp-edged 

bUde. 
Twas all marked by Brunhilda, the great and noble maid. 

402. 
With them came also Dankwart, and Hagen of Tronj6, 
These warriors were appareti'd, as ancient legends say, 
Alike, in costly raiment and raven-black of hue ; 
Fait were their shields and mighty, and strong and broad thereto. 

403- 
The jewels that adorned them from India's land were brought, 
And glittered on their garments, as these the sunshine caught. 
Their liule vessel left they unguarded, on the flood; 
So rode they to the castle, these heroes brave and good. 

404. 
Full six-and- eighty turrets they saw within the wall, 
Three palaces far-stretching, and one fair, well-built hall, 
Compact of precious marble, as meadow-grass all green ; 
And here, amid her court-folk, awaited them the queen, 

405- 
The castle gate unlock'd was, the doors were open thrown, 
Brachilda's liegemen hasted to meet these guests unknown, 
To welcome these newcomers unto their lady's land ; 
They bade men take their horses and bucklers from their ban'' 
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409. 



Then unto Queen Bionhilda some one the news declared, 
That certain unknown warriors had suddenly appeared, 
In glorious apparel, by ship across the flood. 
Whereon b^an to question the maiden fair and good. 



410. 
" I would that someone told me," so spake the maiden queen, 

ranger-warriors, that ne'er afore were seen, 
ly castle, with such a noble grace? 

je heroes have voyaged to this place r 

411. 
le : ** Lady, I must avow 
ors I e'er beheld till now ; 
much like unto Siegfried : 

me, that is in sooth my rede. 
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412. 
The other his companion, who is so praiseworthy, 
he the power had, either some rich king he might be, 
>r have the jurisdiction o'er some wide princely lands : 
iDe sees beside the others how royally he stands. 

413- 
'The third of these companions he is of aspect grim, 
fet, mighty Queen, right comely he seems, and fair of limb ; 
?rom those his rapid glances that he around him throws, 
His mien, if I mistake not, a gruesome temper shows. 

414. 
" The youngest knight among them seems worthy of all praise ; 
As gentle as a maiden, yet knightly are his ways. 
How winsomely he stands there, with what a high-bom mien ! 
And yet, if he were thwarted, we'd rue the hour, I ween. 

415- 
" How blithe soe'er his bearing, and beautitiil his form. 
There's many a goodly woman — an' he began to storm — 
That he could bring to weeping; his body fashion'd is 
To excel in manly virtues, — a brave, bold thane is this ! " 

416. 

Then s[)ake the queen ; "Nowbringme my raiment and my gear; — 
And if the mighty Siegfried to win my love is here, 
And therefore to this land comes, — 'tis like to cost his life I 
In sooth, I do not fear him enough to be his wife." 

417- 
Ere long, the fair Brunhilda was fittingly array'd. 
With her there came full many a beauteous serving-maid, — 

A hundred, perhaps, or over,— attired in all their best. 

These comely dames were eager to see the stranger^est. 



"M:: ...r IP ^ '—r ^rZ3iiJLII~> js5* 



[adtjI 









-run 



Ji irrer. rie -rrzi^tf^ ::£ laeiiland, 

: >i BrTTTTrr^.TS, ±siii "viLft jlls awurd q hand, 
1 ncSL IT rvs" . TTtsean liiijr lijsirts xnisgiave. 

mrcsst -hs^^ rte i«sx:es ootd and biave. 



T± viii.li. pcrrrriLm:.-f. le xiii :f rie wcris :rie makleii said : 
•^ 3e v^c imc- " rica 5id. • Sit^rhtfiL here an:o this our land. 
'Vjac TTtrnnnT liici -^cur jciimfT I iiin. wccld imderstand ?" 



I znf5s, fame ZnTrrr .ra 
Sesna: "fuz he zit Icri. is. 



niT ieirrr thankfolnessy 
set niCL mosc generous princess, 
w^c scinch b«de me now ; — 

ch. zr3ce I dLsaro v ! 



4^1, 



- E7 rLTth ae 5s cc Sjiizieiazd : aL:id whit shall I say more ? 
His IcTe 5rr rtce ":is cdj rhi: brings us to this shore. 
Mt lord dcth seek ro wed rhee^ whatever may be&ll ; 
Of :h:.s in rime, bethink thee : he will not change at all. 



422. 



4& 



The name he bears is Gunther, he is a mighty king. 
If ha^y he may win diee^ he asks no other thing. 
Twas diis good wanior bade me upon this journey come : 
An' I ^gj^ggig^i^ggg/l/f^ I'd £^ l)2ive stay'd at home." 



and thou his vassal art, 
e play his part, 
le his wife ; 
your life." 
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414. 
en Hagen spake, of Tronjd : " O lady, let us see 
is mighty game you play at ; before a victory 
■u score off my lord Gunther, it will go hard enow 1 
r such a beauteous maiden he'll count to win, I trow." 

4»S- 
rhe stone he must throw boldly, then leap to where it lies ; 
hen hurl the javelin with me : so be ye not unwise ! 
rho knows? each may be losing his honour and his head ! 
on must bethink you therefore," the winsome fair one said. 

426. 
)n this, the gallant Siegfried unto King Gunther went, 
\dA bade hitn tell the princess his purpose and intent ; 
tie might be for the issue without anxiety : 
' I shall be there to shield you with all my craft," quoth he. 

427. 
Then spake the royal Gunlher : " Most high and mighty queen ! 
Declare your task unto roe ; and had it harder been, 
For sake of your fair body I everything would stake : 
My verj- head I'd venture you fox my wife to take." 

428. 
As soon as Queen Brunhilda his will and meaning knew, 
She bade the games be hasiened, as seemed to her but due. 
And ordered them to bring her her wonted gear for fight, 
Kixiddy golden breastplate, and buckler round and bright. 

429. 
I. silken fighting-doublet drew over all the maid, 

;, in closest combat, would turn the sharpest blade ; 
ian stuff 'twas woven, and it was deftly done; 
"mbroider'd trimming upon the border shone. 
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bi^ , '436 ■ 

"oen s shield-sustainer a noble baldrick was, 
*ere gems embroidered, as green as e'er was grass ; 
'W-changing brightness was mirror'd in the gold. 
*ould win such lady must needs be warrior bold ! 

"^ iieneath the bosses, as we have heard declare, 
*Eood spans in thickness; and this the maid could bear, 
S^ and goi^ inlayings so richly 'twas beset, 
™«wrlains — four of them — could scarcely carry it. 



*ra now lu ^^ 

«wrar)if '^^^^^Y Hagen beheld this shield brought in, 
j^ "'ulLoTd of Tronje did thus to speak begin : 
- ^^' ^"^ Gunther? tnily we're like to lose our life, 
?ow Would be wooing, must be the devil's wife ! " 



wanio ' •"" °^ ^^^ raiment ; she had a wondrous store, 
lobfe ' ^ ^'1''^" ""^""^ ^^'^'^ A/agaug she wore,— 
,f njgjj ' '^°^^^y garment ; from which the flash was seen, 
^ splendid jewel peitaming to the queen. 

^ en bore they to the lady,— md weighty 'twas, I trow,— 
^giant-spear well sharpened, which she was wont to throw ; 
, , '''^^g and monstrous was it, and mighty too, and broad, 
)m wdh its keen twin-edges right terribly it gored. 

441. 
«■ s-peafa weight, now hearken ami 'heai Ae woadetmenl : 
and a half good measures of i»ieta\ ^ ^^ ^ent. 

's liegemen could sca.,ce uphold its weight, 
-w it, his courage ^^ abate 



! 



[J 



"«z:r 2ir 



»9 



xirsiwin. 



rriTHie 






■••ir- — 






_, - "irrjnisisi swofz?- 






-r- TT^nx -^i-- 



bideedfj 




'-»W GUNTHER WON BRUNHILDA. ^^ 

Oy did. "n ^ *^ "^^po**'! at the proud maid's command, 

»piay V '^^^"^ redden to hold his sword in hand : 

her Qj°J^^.^*™^^>a-nd welcome!" shouted thefearless thane, 
fear no danger, we have our swords again ! " 

? brou^K °^ *^"*^en Brunhilda it was a fearsome thing ; 
'Onatt ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ contest a stone into the ring— 

:lve st*T^ "^"^ *"*^ heavy, so mighty, and so round, 

^iwart tiexoes scarcely could heave it from the ground. 

-■* did tv, " '■^^ javelin she next would hurl this stone. 

rod. Ivel ^ ^'^°^'' ^"'"g"'"iians within their spirit groan r 

■woo'Ti ' " ^^^^^ ^'"^ Hagen, " what bride our king hath 
*^ ^er proper sojourn, she's of the Devil's brood ! " 

■**i On her h '*^"*^''^^ ^t">5 she began her sleeves to wind, 
■^en high sbe"*^ -^^^ fastened the buckler to her mind ; 
unther, and c?**^^^*^ *>" i'''>'E^li" 1 and so began the fight 

'egfned likewise, did dread Bmnhilda's spite. 

'^il i«ere it n 452' 

^he icing's lif^L^^^^'Vri^f". ^^^ came unto his aid, 
*>« *=night, un ^^ ^^" '^'■f^'t unto the doughty maid. 

haod - ^^^''' ^pproach'd him, and twilch'd him by the 
*•» Cunther' „ . , 

"^''y,ii('s cunning he did not understand. 
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r**^*<Irou„^ "^''iljffjuchme?" the bold man thought, and he 
^ '•'iwe sai,3 - f"'' soufifi *^ *^" ^1 sides, but not a soul could see. 
fcl'°^ qa' "^'liS''^^^"^^' 'tis I, your tnisty friend, 
■j "^ I pw/ y^"' let fear be at an end." 
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472. 
1 can it e'er have happened," thereon inquired the queen, 
t you, most noble Siegfried, naught of the game have seen, 
ein I have been worsted by mighty Gunther's hand ?" 
answered her Sir Hagen of the Burgundian land, 

473- 
pake : " Yourself, O lady, did much disturb our mood ; 
) the ship departed Siegfried, the hero good, 
t time our lord of Rhineland did win the game from you : 
refore he knows naught of it," said Gunther's liegeman irue- 

474- 
3W welcome are these tidings," quoth warrior Siegfried, 
tiat thus your pride hath fallen doth please me well, indeed, 
it some one there is living who may your master be ! 
H must you, noble maiden, go with us o'er the sea." 

475- 
sn spake the noble fair one : " This may not yet befall : 
kinsmen first must hear it, and my good liegemen all ; 
jay not thus so lightly desert my land, I trow ; 
diief friends must be sent there, ere I myself shall go." 



476. 

ft sent she heralds riding here, there and everywhere, 
1 bid her friends and kinsmen, and lieges all repair 
) Isenstein the fortress, nor would she take excuse j 
^ bade that costly raiment be given for their use. 



477- 
le they riding, from early hours till late 
tnto Braohilda's castle, like to an army great. 
Now, by my faith!" cried Hagen, "see now what we have done! 
Vilh &ir Bnmhilda's liegemen we'll have some trouble soon. 
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483- 
Ugh DO one saw the steersman, fast sped the bark along, 
sd by the strength of Siegfried, — in sooth his arms were strong. 
I thought that she was driven by some strange, mighty wind : 
it was Siegfried drave her, the son of fair Sieglind. 

484. 
en he a day had voyaged, and likewise through a night, 
came unto a country, by dint of main and might ; — 
im one end to the other a hundred leagues or more, 
c Niblung land, where kept he the mighty hoard in store. 

485- 
len, all alone, Che hero slccred to an eyol broad, 
id ran his skiff alongshore and left her safely moor'd. 
len climbed he to a rociuntain, oh which a castle stood, 
id, like a wayworn traveller, for shelter sought and food 

486. 
> came he to the gateway, which, locked, before him stood, — 
hey guarded well their honour, as folk at this day would, 
hen straight he fell a-knocking, like any man unknown. 
h^ gale was kept well guarded : he saw within it soon 

I 487- 

ffonstrous giant warder, who sentinel did stand, 

^nfiVept at all times ready his weapons close at hand. 

ie called : " Who cometh knocking so loudly at the door ? " 

^^wuanswer'dthebold Siegfried — but changed his voice therefore — 

4S8. 
And said : " I am a warrior ; undo me now the gate, 
"6 I arouse to anger some one, though it be late, 
Ww lather would sleep softly and in his chamber bide." 
I'.aQtu'd the gate-keeper that Siegfried thus replied. 
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•* How ha^i he dared awaken so many a gallant man: 
Anil straight upon the question his hand to smite b^- 
The noble guest prepared him a bold defence to make;- 
r»ut, at the i>orter's onset, his very shield-clasps brake, 

491. 
Snuihcd by a bar of iron ; the knight was sore distrestj 
And somewhat was he fearful that death would end Ms quest,- 
Sccing the huge gate-keeper did smite so sturdily; 
Which yet his master Siegfried was not ill -pleased to see. 



492. 

So mip^hty was their combat that all the castle rang. 
ThroLjhou: the halis of Niblung men heard the crash anddai^j 
A: ias: he threw the giant, and bound him foot and hand; 
Tnt udin^ soon spread over the whole of Niblung-land, 

rn » «;:rife soun ded deep through th e mountain act 
J>o!d one-^ a w ild dirarf^— didabide 

^d ran to where lie found 



IS weapons, 

ranger, as he the gianc bound. 

494- 




of strength fee had good start: \ 
^^ on his body irore; 

he carried in his band: 
Mo where Si^irteti did stand. 
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495- 
tx knots, both hard and heavy, hung down in front of it, 

1 iwrhich the bold man's buckler so ruthlessly he hit, — 

Jt Ids hand he held it, — that it in pieces fell. 

n. \iras the goodly stranger in fear for life as well. 

496. 
i sliield, that now was broken, he from his hand did throw, 
3t thrust into its scabbard his sword, — 'twas long enow. — 
3 treasurer he would not, an' he could help it, slay : 
t did. restrain his anger, as righteous is alway. 

497- 
ith his strong hands for weapons at Alberich he ran, 

id by the beard he gripp'd him, that old and grizzly man ! 

ruthlessly he puU'd it, that loud the old man cried : 

le young hero's chastising could Albrich ill abide. 

498. 
oud was the bold dwarf's outcry : " I prithee now, have done ; 
n' I could be the liegeman of any knight, save one 
o whom I have sworn fealty to be his vassal aye, — 
ather than die, I'd serve thee ! " the crafty one did say. 

499. 
(ut Alberich was bound as the giant had been bound, 
Lud by the strength of Siegfried much pain and trouble found, 
^he dwarf began to question : " How are you call'd ? " quoth he, 
le said : " My name is Siegfried : I should be known to thee I " 

500. 
'h is a goodly hearing ! " said Alberich the dwarf. 
Ic know I of a surety what metal you are of, 

-"^u have good reason to lord it in the land, 
"ill leave me, I'll do what you command." 



I HOW SIEGFRIED WENT FOR THE NIBELINC.S. S" 

507- 
in a morning early the boid knights rode sway. 
t gallant comrades Siegfried had got himself that day ; 
,- all had good war-horses, and ganncnts rich and grand : 
1 knightly mien and bearing they came to Branhild's land. 

50S. 

>n the turrets standing was many a winsome maid. 

n spake the queen : " Doth any know who be these," she said, 

horn I see sailing hilher from o'er the sea so far? 

ir sails be richly woven, — whiter than snow they arc." 

509- 
the Rhine-king made answer : " My warriors are they, 
tUk 1 did on the journey bid near at hand to stay. 
Olt to fetch them, iady, and here they come, I see," 
X>n the noble strangers were eyed all wond'ringly. 



liiily saw they Siegfried upoa the foredeck stand, 
^ed in costly raiment, with all his warrior-band, 
^said the queen: "N'owmustyou, myLordKing.counselme: 
Vfthese new guests be welcomed ? or shall I let them be ? " 

I S"- 

^mke : " Without the palace to meet them you should go, 
Ef we saw them gladly, that they may take it so." 
so did the queen according unto the king's behest ; — 
Sogh, in her greeting, Siegfried she sever'd from the rest. 



I 



■ was found for them, their goods were put in store, 
'o many strangers had landed on that shore, 
"le throng of folk was, whichever way one went. 
->n sailing homewards to Burgundy were bent. 
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519- 
lagen spake of Tronj6 : " Fair lady, have no fear t 

■ ^ of the Rhine river hath gold enough, and gear 

h just as freely ; and well may we forego 

Brunhilda's treasure when hence we homeward go." 

520. 
>r mine own sake, hear me," the queen said, " for I will 
li me twenty coffers, which I with gold will fill 
^n stuffs, which also I'll give with mine own hand, 
come over yonder unto King Gunther's land/' 

521. 
ious stones and jewels they did her coffers lade ; 
lords of the chamber to help therewith she bade : 
'ould put no trust in thejuen of Giselher., 
therefore, and Hagen began to laugh at her. 

522. 
ce the Queen Brunhilda : " To whom I leave my land ? 
must be determined by thine and mine own hand." 
king made answer : " Let him forthwith appear 
iiereto would please you, — we'll leave him steward here." 

523- 
f noblest kinsmen the lady to her bade, 

f mother's brother) to him the maiden said : 

>e now entrusted my castles and the land, 

come directly under King Gunther's hand." 



524. 
er people choose twenty hundred men, 

the Rhineland must make the voyage then,- 

xiousand warriors who came from Niblung land. 

'3 start made ready : they rode down to the strand. 



I 



How SIEGFRIED WAS SENT TO WORMS. 

53°. 

nfhet made him answer : " Lo, what you say is right, 
ttiia errand, surely there is no better knight 
hyowrself, friend Hagen ; so ride now to my land : 
y no one better can make them understand." 



531- 

amade answer Hagen : "Small use should I be there !- 
t took to the cabin, whilst on the flood we fare : 
jj* beside the women, and to their gear attend, 

e bring them safely into Burgundian land. 

L . 532- 

B Siegfrieil rather do it, and him your envoy make ; — 
Tiighty strength will aid him, the task to overtake, 
w he decline the going, you must, with kindliness, 
love of your fair sister, the journey on him press," 



command. 
lome in mine own land, 




grant, I pray, 
good did say. 
bold a man I 

began. 



y sake," Gunther said, 
beautiful young maid ; — 
iblc maid and I," 
10 more deny. 
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542. 
With four and twenty horsemen he into Worms did ride. 

" Without the king he cometh ! " was heard on every side ; 

And all the folk lamented, and stirr'd were with the dread 

Lest in that foreign country they'd left their master dead ! 

543- 
They from their steeds dismounted : right happy was their mood; 

And Giselher hastened to them, the youthful king and good, 

And eke his brother Gemot : how eagerly spake he, 

When he the kingly Gunther did not with Siegfried see ! 

544- 
" Be welcome, Siegfried," cried he, " but, pray you let me know 

Where you have left my brother, who forth with you did go ? 

If Queen Brunhilda^s prowess have robbed us of our king, 

Methinks your high-aim'd wooing hath been an evil thing ! " 

545- 
" Forego your fears ! " quoth Siegfried, " my noble comrade sends 

His loyal love and greeting to you and all his friends. 

In rare good health I left him i I came at his command 

To bring you, as his envoy, tidings to this your land. 

546. 
" You must see to it quickly, however it may be. 
That I the good queen-mother and your fair sister see ; — 
For they must hear the message, which I was bade to tell, 
From Gunther and Brunhilda ; with both of whom 'tis well." 

547. 
Then Giselher the lad said : " Go then to her you've won, 

Since for my sister's favour, such service you have done ! 

Great trouble doth she suffer about my brother's fate. 

The maid will see you gladly, I'll warrant me of that I " 



TUE LAV OF THE NIBELUXGS.^ 

548. 
Tte aoble Siq^&ied zatwa'd : " An* I can ei 
Kfjbt bithfally and gUdJy ifaat service shall ^ 
Ham who will lell tbne Udi«9 that tbem I 
TWsi Gudbet the cotndy his messei^r « 

S49- 
S*A Guelber (fac tidings unio his mother tolw 
Aad eke unto hts skier, when he did ihem b 
"To at ifac hero SK^ried of Netherl^md batks 
Hnn htih ray btother Gunlher here to die E 

55°- 
" He bdngeih us full tidings of bow Ihe king 3 
No* most f€ give pennissioo tltal he to couit y 
i brings he hi(hcr a true report, I (I 
9 nttUe Udies much sorrow were t( 

551 ■ 

■ -ibts, and did ihemsei™ 

i.d lo come 10 court »tr«l 

loo happy her to see: 

.-.poke to htiQ giadaisfy. 



l^eraM's feem 
p havey&l 
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554- 
"They send to you their duty, — he and that bride of his, — 

With all true love and kindness, most noble queen ; it is 

High time to leave off weeping, — for they will soon be here ! " 

For many a day she had not heard tidings half so dear. 

555. 
Then with her snow-white kerchief she wiped her lovely eyes 

That were all wet with weeping ; and in her gracious wise 

Began to thank the bearer for the good news he brought. 

And so her grief and sorrow were turn'd to pleasant thought. 

556. 
She bade him to be seated, whereof right glad was he. 
Then spake the lovesome maiden : " Rejoiced should I be. 
Could I for herald's guerdon give all my gold away ! 
Too rich for such meed are you, — I'll be your debtor aye." 

557. 
Said he : " If for my portion I thirty kingdoms had, 

I would, by your hands given, of any gift be glad I " 

" Well ! " said the gracious lady, "it shall be given to you." 

Her chamberlain was bidden to fetch the herald's due. 

558. 
Full four-and-twenty buckles, set with bright stones and good, 

She gave him for his guerdon. And yet the hero's mood 

Allowed him not to keep them ; — he handed them around 

Unto her nearest ladies that in the room he found. 

559. 
Her mother gave him greeting, in kind and courtly way. 

" I have yet more to tell you," the valiant man did say, 

" Of what the king requireth when to the Rhine comes he ; — 

If, lady, you will grant it, he'll aye beholden be. 



96 
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THE LAY OF THE NIBELUXGS. 

5^. 



•* The noble guests he bringeth — I heard him this desire- 
He wishes you to welcome ; and eke he doth require 
That you ride forth to meet him, outside Worms, on the 
This doth the king, at your hands, in all good faith 

Then spake the lovely lady : " Ready am I alway 
Howe'er I can to serve him ; I cannot saj him nay; 
All shaU in loyal kindness, as he desires, be done." 
Whereat her cheek, for gladness, a heighten'd colour won. 

562. 
No prince's herald ever a better welcome had ; 
And had she dared to kiss him she would have been right gli 
How winsomely the gallant then from the dames withdrew! 
As noble Siegfried counseled did the Buigundians do. 



ill 



ldgl< 



563. 

td ek e Rumold the thane^ 



To whom the charge was given, must work with might and 
To have the seats made ready, by Worms upon the sands, 
One saw the royal stewards there working with their hands 



aught be left undone. 

sides, everyone; 
[ch was about to be. 
e festivity. 




was ev'17 wall 
er's royal hall 
a foreign man. 
rrily began. 
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^'^^^RIED 



e ^nX^ '^^ hi 566. 

^>^ti! ^hr^^ ^^^^ays throughout the countryside 
w^t the guest5> ^^^^' kinsmen, who bidden were to ride 

le from the stores ^^^^^' ^^° ^^^^ ^^^^ *^ ^PP^^^' 

^^s taken abundance of rich gear. 

long was spread tK ^^^' 

flifeilda's friends ^mour that certain folk had seen 

^^t stir ainoTAg ^, ^^^^^^^^'^g > at which there did begin 

me \ wYiat gaWam^^^^^^ ^° ^^® Burgundian land. 

Warriors were seen on either hand ! 

jen spake the fair TTr? 1 ., ,^^^' 

ho Tir ou\d at tWs reel? ^^ ' " ^^ "'^''^' attending me, 
, see^^ from out mvt "" ^^^'^ ^^^' ""^ company, 
2at tti-*^ y V and honour we gain from every guest.'' 

569. 
le wamo:*"^ ^3me shortly,— who ordered to be brought 

tie saddte "^ ^obly.fashioned, with finest gold inwrought, 

n which %^Ovb\^ ride the ladies, at Worms upon the Rhine. 

•ne never s^^«^ horse-trappings more fitting or more fine; 

570- 
fa ! what ^ ^4:^^^^^ gJeming from these gay palfreys shone, 
\'^ridles sparkled with many a precious stone ! 
ere golden, on carpets bright and good 
^» mounting : right joyous was their mood. 



les 



571. 
^addled, and in the court did stay 

)nour, — as I erewhile did say. 

en one saw these palfreys bear : 

of which you e'er could hear. 

H 
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578. 
^e lovely ladies in full attire were seen, 
< who should escort them appeai'd upon the scene. 
' Q:ed warrioTS were they, of mighty strength and craft ; 
beside his buckler, did bear an ashen shaft. 



TURE X— HOW BRUNHILDA WAS RECEIVED 
AT WORMS. 

579- 
I the further Rhine-bank, came with a numerous band 
ig and his guests with him, and drew nigh to the strand. 
. , too, by the rein led, full many a maiden's steed, 
ic who should receive them to wait they had no need, 

S8o. 
en the folk of Iceland unto the ship were led, — 
■;r the Niblung people who Siegfried followed, — 
put across the waier, with quick, unwearied hand, 
kcre, upon the quay-side, they saw the king's friends stand. 



hearken to my storj- ! I'll tell you how the Queen 
the rich queen-mother, was with her maidens seen, 

■-b coming from the castle, whence she herself did ride. 

B many an acquaintance 'twixt knight and maid was tied. 



I 



582. 

'a's palfrey led was by Gere the Margrave 
he fort gateway, where Siegfried, warrior brave, 
•brth wait upon her;— she was a lovely maid I 
'5 fair lady was, later, well repaid. 
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HOW BRUNHII-t)A, WAS RECEIVED AT WORMS. lOl 



dames each other greeted .*.-,wi^h clasp of hand and arm, \ 

one had ever heard of a Welcooujig so warm. i 

soon as the two ladies the bride for certain wist, i 

ne Ut^ and her daughter her swee^ moath often kiss'd. i 

• - • 

590. •; / 

:;n all Brunhilda's ladies had lighted on the'^tve^d. ^ 

y tenderly were greeted, and taken by the hand:':** . 
many a well-dight woman there was a warrior good y* «* . 
i. many beauteous maidens with Dame Brunhilda stood.' * 

591- 
■•ire their greeting ended a good long hour had sped ; 

and the lips, like roses, were kiss'd of many a maid. 

stood by one another those two kings' daughters bright, — 

many a valiant hero they were a lovely sight. 

H ^eir own eyes beheld they, who often told had been « 

V t such peerless beauty had ever yet been seen 

B 1 of these two ladies: it now was plain to view ; — 

■ aw, too, on their bodies naught in the least untrue. 

r 593- 

;se who could judge of women and on fair forms decide, 

laud and praise for beauty the royal Gunther's bride. 

others — ^they were wise men with more discerning eyes — 

, that from Dame Brunhilda Kriemhilda won the prize. 

594- 
" and maid were walking, each other opposite, 

a lovely body one saw right nobly dight. 

I rich pavilion and silken tent were there : 

hat Worms surrounded was crowded everywhere. 



RteCEIVED AT WORMS. tO 



1 »t grew towards even and near the sun's last ray— 
pe air was cooler — they would no more delay. 
ny a knight and lady toward the castle rode. 
f * beauteous woman were loving looks bestow'd. 

60 X. 
BOW Ihey raced for raiment such as good knights do wea 
Sj™ghly -met tied warriors, — as was the custom ihere,^ 

pey reach'd the palace ; there did the king dismount. 

^■'W»c ladies aided as gallant knights be wont. 

603. 
did from each other pan. 
ici together did depart, 
1 1 .._ . Ijints, onto a chamber wide. 
fc of juy wii ljiu|;liier were heard on ev'ry side 



X.] HOW BRUNHILDA WAS RECEIVED AT WORMS. IO7 

625. 

He thought how sweet would rest be, by that fair woman's side ! 
His heart was never free from this longing for his bride. 
He from her wifely duties much love must surely win : 
Then tenderly Brunhilda to eye did he begin. 

626. 
The guests of knightly pastimes were bid to make an end ; 
The king unto his chamber would with his spouse ascend. 
Before the great hall-stairway Kriemhild and Brunhild met : 
They looked upon each other with nought but kindness yet. 

627. 
Then came their court-attendants ; there was no lingering ; 
The chamberlains rich-suited the taper-lights did bring. 
The warriors were divided, — to either king his men :* 
'Twas plainly seen how many did follow Siegfried then. 

628. 
U nto their wedding chambers thus both the heroes came. 
And each of them was thinking how he by love would tame 
His lovely lady's scruples^ and tender was his mood. 
To Siegfried was his pastime beyond all measure good. 

629. 
For when the lordly hero held Kriemhild to his heart, 
And comforted the maiden with every loving art. 
Amid his noble wooing she seemed his very life : 
Not for a thousand others had he foregone his wife. 

630. 
Of how he woo'd his lady I nothing more will tell. 
But hearken to this story, to Gunther what befell 
Along with Dame Brunhilda. Methinks the comely thane, 
On many a softer pillow with other dames had lain ! 
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637- 

feet and hands together she fasten'd therewithal; 

n to a nail she bore him, and hung him on the wall! 
ause her sleep he hinder'd, to liim she love forbad : 
: strength, in sooth, was such that his death he well-nigh had. 



icll he to beseeching, who master should have been : 
e now my bonds, I pray you, most good and noble queen ! 
e an oath, fair lady, you never to constrain ; 
Sver will I lay me so nigh to you again." 

tHe reck'd how fared he, so she but softly lay : 

s must stay there hanging all night until the day, — 
.the light of morning athwart the lattice shone. 
r of strength he boasted, that strength was well-nigh gone. 

640, 
r say to me Lord Gunther, would you not be afraid 
I found tied and hanging," question'd the beauteous maid, 
four own body-servants ? — bound by a woman, too ? " 
loble knight made answer : " 'T would evil bode for you ! 

641. 
too, should win small honour," the worthy man did say: 
iray you of your goodn^^^^to let me by you stay, 
mice it ug^fll^w^^^^kApth anger you so much, 
U loqfl^^^^^ ^^^^^V' '^^^^ your robe to touch I " 



id let him to his feet. 
wife did get ; 
her raiment fair 
of that she took good c 




LAY OF TU£ SIBELV. 

■Kotfant^ and ixoaght ibew i 
ooc MM* all TCMfy fat tJ 
oni «aa^ r^fal gfoootf & 
ni^ wte wore, bjr day, 
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649. 
s guest the host spake : " A foul disgrace 'twiil be ! 
;ht the very devil home to the house with me ! 
•hen I sought to woo her, she bound me tight withal, 
1 to a nail she bore me and han^'d me on the wall. 



05°. 
lere hung 1 in mine anguish all night until the day, 
)re she would unbind me. How sofily, too, she lay ! 
s, trusting in your friendship, I lell you secretly." 
M cried the stalwart Siegfried ; " This grieves me, verily ; 

651. 
'U see if I can help you, so put your grief away. 
manage that this evening she'll let you by her stay ;- 
e shall not even flout you, ' — '" 



n your love again." 
mfort after paia- 



652. 



nd fimher spake Sir Siegfried : "Thou yet mayst prosper well. 
jght different, I ween, was the luck that us befell ! 
ome your sister Kriemhild is dearer than my hfe : 
iMMne night Dame Brunhilda shall be your willing wile." 

^"™d : " Unto vnnr rh;iiul^^BU mine this Very night, 
■f any wight, — 
:e may know; 
hostel go. 



iddenly put out ; 
lu may have no doubt 
will tame your wife 
thureon I Stake my life ! '" 




THE LAV OF THE XIBELVHOS. 

6SS- 
• t*Bt* 9B«h At king, " be carefiil tboo yi 
A* • VK cvB dew lady t The rest I do an 
■to «■* ^v«*M tbrn cfaoosest ; — iftbousiioc 
AiAiifa I ««aU oModc it : she is a fearsome d 



6s6. 

i Sqfftied. "and, by my faiih, I a 
B ««» her. Is not thy sister dear 
I have set eyes on aye?" 

what Siegfried then did a 



«5T- 

and also « 
m bidden soon to cease r, 
fixxt}j to depart. 
- - folk to stand apart. 
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661. 
Sir Siegfried by Kriemhilda his beauteous wife still sate, 
And with her held sweet converse with joy unmarr'd by hate. 
His hands she softly fondled with hers that were so white, — 
Until — ^but how she knew not — he vanish'd from her sight. 

662. 
As she with him was toying and found he'd slipped away, 
She turned to his attendants, and thus the queen did say : 
" I marvel what hath happened the king, where hath he gone ? 
His hands he but this moment hath taken from mine own." 

663. 
She did not question further. Meanwhile he quickly came 
To where the chamber-servants did wait with links aflame : 
He straight began to quench them, each in the page's hand. 
That it was done by Siegfried Gunther did understand. 

664. 
Well knew he what he wanted : he therefore bade begone 
The maids and dames who waited. As soon as this was done 
The noble king was careful himself to lock the door : 
Two strong bolts drew he quickly and fastened therebefore. 

665. 
Behind the tester-hangings he hid the tapers' light. 
And then began a play-piece, which ended not that night, 
Betwixt the stalwart Siegfried and that fair maiden wife ; — 
Which was unto King Gunther with joy and sorrow rife. 

666. 
When on the couch lay Siegfried alongside of the queen : 
'^Take care,'' quoth she, "Lord Gunther, —though sweet it might 

have been 
To love me — lest you suff*er as you have done before. 
The lady for bold Siegfried had bitter woe in store. 

I 
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667. 

E te itn aoL sod ne'er a trord sf 
aithoagb he a 
Kif ptssag 'twist iht t« 
M eithCT of ibem gain 1 1 
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673- 
T?oe is me !" the knight thought, "am I to lose my life, 
tkat through a mere maiden ? if so be, every wife, 
t this day forth for ever, with arrogance and pride 
treat her lawful husband ; which else should ne'er betide." 

674. 
Ving could hear all plainly, and griev^ for the man. 
fried, full sore ashamed, to rage within began ; 
TDOnstrous strength outputting he with the maid did dose, 
1 strove with all his forces Dame Brunhild to oppose. 

. ^ time it stemed to Gunther ere he the maid did quell. 
_jBTasp'd his hands so tightly, that from each finger-nail 
..Sblood burst from her pressure ; — sad pain the hero bore 
j fy et the noble maiden he made for e 



nounce that will unruly, of which she was so [iroud. 

e king heard what was passing, but durst not speak a word. 
;aiast the bed he press'd her, until she cried again : 
IS strength it was sufficient to cause her gruesome pain. 

677. 

ben clutch'd she at tiie girdle she wore about her waisi, 

■ nd would have bound him with it : he stopp'd it with such hasit 

Lfoicc, that all her body and joints crack'd in the strife. 

^*ndfd was the battle, — she now was Gunlher's wife. 

678. 
sovran, now let my life go free, 
'or that I have done to thee. 
; to the love of thy true heart : 
* that thou women's master art." 



r 



Il6 THE LAY OF THE NIBELUNGS. [ADV. 

679. 
Sir Siegfried stepp'd aside then — whilst there the maiden lay — 
As though he had bethought him his clothes to put away ; 
But first, from off her finger a golden ring he drew, 
So that the noble maiden naught of it ever knew. 

680. 
He likewise took her girdle, — a silken cord and good, — 
I know not if he took it in arrogance of mood. 

» Unto. his jKife he ^aye it, gbenre wo.e he. one day had. 

Then lay each by the other the king and his fair maid. 

681. 
He woo'd her as a lover, as was his right to do. 
And needs must she her anger and eke her shame forego. 
So closely did he court her her cheeks grew somewhat pale : 
Ah me ! how all her power was made by love to fail ! 

682. 
For now she was no stronger than any other dame, 
And all her lovely body his very own became. 
If she had tried to spurn him, what profit could it prove ? 
This was the work of Gunther by virtue of his love. 

683. 
How full of fond endearments he by the lady lay. 
In tender love and kindness until the dawn of day ! 
Meanwhile, the noble Siegfried had gone again outside. 
And was right warmly welcomed by his own winsome bride. 

684. 
He put aside the questions which did perplex her thought, 
And long from her kept hidden what he for her had brought ; — 
Until, a queen and crowned, to his own land she went. 
What he was doom'd to give her he nowise could prevent ! 
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685. 
The host upon the morrow was in a gayer mood 
Than on the former morning ; thereby a humour good 
Spread through his lands, rejoicing full many a noble thane 
Whom to his house he summon'd, and well did entertain. 

686. 
The merry-making lasted until the fourteenth day. 
And all the while the turmoil did not abate nor stay 
With all kinds of rejoicing, which one and all must share. 
'Twas all at the king's charges, and great in sooth they were. 

687. 
For noble Gunther's kinsmen, as them the king had told, 
Gave gifts to do him honour, of raiment and red gold. 
Of horses and of silver, unto the outland men. 
They who for gifts were eager departed happy then. 

688. 
And even the lord Siegfried from out of Netherland, 
With all his thousand lieges, of that apparel grand 
Which they had brought to Rhineland to them did freely give ; 
Fine horses, eke, and saddles : right nobly could they live ! 

689. 
Ere all the costly presents were shared among the throng, 
Those who would fain go homeward began to think it long. 
Ne'er yet of like enjoyment had guests so had their fill. 
And so the wedding ended, such was King Gunther's will. 
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ADVENTURE XL— HOW SIEGFRIED WENT HOME 

WITH HIS WIFE. 

690. 
Now that the guests departing all on their way were sped, 
Siegfried the son of Siegmund unto his people said : 
" We likewise must make ready home to our land to go." 
Well liked his wife these tidings, when she the news did know. 

691. 
She spake unto her husband : " ^Vhen must we needs set out ? 
That I should go thus quickly I very much misdoubt ; 
For firstly must my brothers with me the kingdom share." 
Twas irksome unto Siegfried from Kriemhild this to hear. 

692. 
The princes went unto him and spake to him, all three : 
" Now be assured, Sir Siegfried, that yours shall ever be 
Our true and faithful service, ay, even unto death ! " 
He bowed unto the princes who pledged him thus their faith. 

693. 
** We would with you share also," said Giselher the young, 
"The lands and eke the castles which unto us*belong. 
Whatever of this wide kingdom be subject to our rule. 
Together with Kriemhilda, that shall you share in full." 

694. 
Thereon the son of Siegmund said to the princes three, 
As soon as of these nobles the goodwill he did see : 
" Your heritage, God grant it for ever blessdd be. 
And eke the folk within it ! But, for my dear wife, she 
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695. 
" Gladly foregoes the portion that ye to her would give. 
A crown she'll soon be wearing, and, if we both should live, 
She'll be, in sooth, far richer than any living bride. 
In aught else at your service I'll loyally abide." 

696. 
Then spake the lady Kriemhild : " Though naught my land you 

deem, 
Burgundian thanes should never stand in such small esteem ! 
To lead them to his country right glad a king might be. 
Ay ! let my own dear brothers e'en share in all with me." 

697. 
Then spake the noble Gemot : " Take whom thou hast a mind ; 
Of those who would ride with thee, thou here wilt plenty find I 
Of thirty hundred warriors a thousand we'll give thee 
To be thine own attendants." Then Kriemhild speedily 

698. 
For Hagen sent, of Tronj^, and likewise for Ortwein : 
** Will ye and eke your kinsmen," she asked, " be men of mine?" 
But Hagen, when he heard it, cried in a mood of wrath : 
** Nay, Gunther may not give us to anyone on earth ! 

699. 
** Let others of your household attend you on your way. 
Well might you know by this time the customs of Tronj^ 
Upon the king attending at court we choose to stay, — 
Whom we thus far have follow'd, we still would serve alway," 

700. 
'Twas therefore so decided : to start they did prepare. 
As noble court-attendants Dame Kriemhild took with her 
Of maidens two-and-thirty, besides five hundred men. 
Sir Eckewart, the Margrave, went with Kriemhilda then. 
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701. 
Then was a great leave-taking, of squire as well as knight, 
Of maiden and of matron : as was indeed but right. 
Friend kissing friend at parting was seen on every hand : 
Right gaily they departed from out King Gunther's land. 

702. 
Their kinsmen did escort them far out upon the way. 
And camping-grounds were fix*d on, where they the night 

should stay, — 
Wherever seem'd good to them throughout the kings* domain. 
Swift messengers to Siegmund the tidings bear amain 

703- 
That he and Dame Sieglinda, might straight be made aware 

How that their son was coming, with Ut^'s daughter fair, — 

The beauteous Kriemhilda, of Worms on the Rhine-strand. 

No dearer news and better could e'er have come to hand. 

704. 
" Ah, well for me," quoth Siegmund, " that I this day have known 

When beauteous Kriemhilda comes hither for a crown ! 

Mine heritage I reckon thereby a worthier thing : 

My son, the noble Siegfried, shall here himself be king." 

705- 
Then gave the Lady Sieglind much velvet of red hue. 

And weighty gold and silver, that was their herald's due ; 

So much the news rejoiced her which she had heard that day. 

With zeal her waiting-maidens now donn'd their best array. 

706. 
Folks talked of who was coming with Siegfried to their land. 
They bade men raise a platform, with benches close at hand, 
Where from his friends might see him as with his crown he rode. 
King Siegmund's men went forward to meet him on the road. 
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707. 
If any better welcome to heroes aye befell 
Than in this land of Siegmund, it is not mine to tell. 
To meet the fair Kriemhilda Sieglind herself did ride, 
With many a lovely lady and gallant knights beside. 

708. 
After a whole day's journey at length the guests they spied. 
Both native-born and strangers did weary of the ride, 
Before they reached a fortress, — a castle large and strong, — 
'Twas San ten hight ; and therein they wore their crowns erelong. 

709. 
With smiling lips and loving, Sieglind and Siegmund too 
Greeted the fair Kriemhilda, with kisses not a few ; 
They did the like to Siegfried ; now gone was all their pain. 
Their followers did likewise a hearty welcome gain. 

710. 
They bade the guests be taken in front of Siegmund's hall. 
And there the beauteous maidens were holpen, one and all, 
To dismount from their palfreys ; and there was many a man 
Who on these lovely women to wait with zeal began. 

711. 
How grand soe'er the wedding had been upon the Rhine, 
Here did they give the heroes apparel far more fine 
Than they, in all their lifetime, had ever worn before. 
One might tell mickle marvels of all their wealth in store. 

712. 

They sate in state and splendour, and had of all enough. 
What raiment wore their servants of golden-colour'd stuff ! 
With broider'd lace adorned, and precious stones inwrought ! 
The noble Queen Sieglinda of this had taken thought. 
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713- 
Before his friends and kinsmen then noble Siegmund spake : 

** I charge all Siegfried's kinsfolk notice hereby to take, 

That he, before these warriors, my crown henceforth shall wear." 

This news the Netherlanders were glad in sooth to hear. 

714. 
To him he gave his kingdom, his crown, and government. 

Henceforth he was their master. And his arbitrament 

And rendering of justice became abiding law ; — 

So that fair Kriemhild's husband was greatly held in awe. 

715- 
In this estate of honour, he lived, as all declare. 

And wore the crown and governed, — until, in the tenth year, 

His comely wife in safety brought forth her first-born son ; 

Whereat the royal kinsfolk were gladden'd everyone. 

716. 
They hastened to baptize him, and gave him for a name. 
After his uncle, Gunther, which could not bring him shame. 
Were he but as his forbears, a brave man he would grow. 
They gave him careful training, as bounden so to do. 

717. 
About the self-same season Dame Sieglind pass'd away. 
Then noble Ut^'s daughter did over all hold sway, — 
As doth beseem such ladies who wealth and lands possess. 
That Death the queen had taken they mourned none the less. 

718. 
Now yonder too, in Rhineland, — so doth the story run, — 
Unto the wealthy Gunther there had been born a son 
Of beauteous Brunhilda, in realm of Burgundy ; 
And, for the love of Siegfried, that hero's name had he. 
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719. 
With what great care unceasing that child was watch'd and 

taught ! 
For him the noble Gunther caused teachers to be sought, 
To rear him in all virtues befitting man's estate. 
Alas ! how in his kinsfolk he found an evil fate ! 

720. 
In legends old, the story hath many a time been told, 
Of how those gallant warriors lived in the days of old ; 
Worthy of praise, at all times, in good King Siegmund's land. 
The like did also Gunther and all his knightly band. 

721. 
The kingdom of the Niblungs was under Siegfried's sway — 
Among his wealthy kinsfolk there was no wealthier aye — 
And Schilbung's warriors also, and all their goods and gold. 
Well might the gallant warrior his head more highly hold. 

722. 
The greatest of all treasures that ever hero won. 
Save they that erst-time held it, the gallant knight did own ; — 
Which once upon a mountain he wrested by his might ; 
He did to death to gain it full many a doughty knight. 

723- 
He had his fill of honour ; and had it not been so, 

In justice to the hero one needs must own, I trow. 

That he among the best was that e'er on horseback sat ; 

Men fear'd his strength of body ; with reason did they that. 
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729. 
She spake : " My lord beloved, I pray thee, for my sake, 
Lend me thine aid ; that Siegfried may with thy sister take 
Their journey to this country, — that here we them may see ; — 
For nothing that could happen would be more sweet to me. 

730- 
" Thy sister's gentle breeding and well-contented mood, 

Whene'er I think upon them, in sooth, it doth me good. 

How we did sit together, when first I was thy wife ! 

Right well hath she deserved bold Siegfried's love and life." 

731- 
So long she thus besought him^ until the king did say : 

" Be sure that guests more welcome could ne'er be any day ; 

'Tis easy to persuade me ! and messengers of mine 

I'll send unto the couple, to bring them to the Rhine." 

732. 
Then spake the queen yet further : " Now also you must say 
When you will send to fetch them, and at what time we may 
Look for our well-loved kinsfolk to come unto our land : 
And whom you purpose sending I fain would understand." 

733- 
" That will I do," the king said : ** thirty of mine own men 

Will I send riding thither." These did he summon then, 

And by them sent his message unto Prince Siegfried's land. 

Dame Brunhild to content them gave much apparel grand. 

734. 
Then said the king : " This message ye'll take, my warriors bold, 

Wherewith I now entrust ye — see that ye naught withhold — 

Unto the mighty Siegfried and to my sister dear : 

That in this world doth no one more kindness to them bear. 
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735. 
'* And pray that both do shortly come to us on the Rhine, 

For which we'll ever thank them, I and this lady mine. 

Before this next midsummer he and his men shall see 

Things done, which to his pleasure and honour great shall be. 

736. 
" And likewise to King Siegmund my service take and say, 

That I and all my people be bound to him alway. 

Say also to my sister, that she must tarry not ; 

More worthy entertainment shall never be her lot." 

737. 
Brunhilda and Queen Ut^, and every dame at hand, 

Sent messages of service to all in Siegfried's land ; 

Unto the lovely women, and many a man of worth. — 

Then by the king's good pleasure the messengers set forth. 

738. 
In travelling guise they journey 'd ; their steeds and wearing-gear 
Were ready made beforehand ; so from the land they fare. 
They made good progress onward to where their goal did lie. 
The king came with an escort to speed his embassy. 

739- 
At end of three weeks' riding they came into the land 

Wherein the Niblung stronghold, where they were sent, did stand 

On the Norwegian border ; and there they found the thane. 

Both steeds and men were weary with their long journey's pain. 

740. 
Then was it unto Siegfried and to Kriemhilda said 
How knights had come on horseback and so apparelled 
As in Burgundian country the fashion was that day : 
Straight from the couch up-sprang she whereon she resting lay. 
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753- 
" Brunhilda, too, my mistress, and all her maidens fair 
Rejoice at this my errand j if likelihood there were 
That they once more might see you, happy would be their 1 

mood," 
Unto the fair Krierahilda this message seemed right good. 



As Gere was her kinsman, the host then bade him sit. 
Wine for the guests he ordered ; nor long they wanted it. 
And thither, loo, came Siegmund, who had the heralds seen ; 
To the Burgundian heroes he spake with friendly mien : 

7SS- 
"Be welcome, Gunther's begemen, ye warriors, every one ! 
Since it hath happ'd that Siegfried ray son to wife hath won 
Kriemhilda fair, more often ye would we gladly see 
-In this our land, if truly to us ye'll friendly be." 

75^- 
They said that if he wish'd it they'd gladly come again. 
And so in pleasure vanish'd their weariness and pain. 
The messengers were seated, and food was brought them there ;.' 
For guests so welcome Siegfried had plenty of good fare. 

757- 
For nine days' space and longer to stay they were constrain'd. 
Until, at last, the horsemen, who would be gone, complain'd 
That back into their country they never more would ride. 
Meanwhile his friends King Siegfried had sumraon'd to his side, 

758. 
To ask them what they counsell'd r would they go to the Rhine? J 
" He hath sent here to fetch me, Gunther, that (riend of mine, — | 
He and bis kinsfolk bid us to keep festivity : 
d gladly go there, save that his land too far doth lie. 
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759- 
** They also bid Kriemhilda to go along with me. 

Now counsel nie, dear kinsmen, how thither come shall she ? 

If I through thirty kingdoms my men, for them, must lead, 

Then Siegfried's hand to serve them should ready be indeed." 

760. 
Then spake his chiefs unto him : " If you've a mind unto 
The journey to this hightide, we'll counsel what to do : 
You with a thousand warriors unto the Rhine shall ride ; 
So may you with all honour in Burgundy abide." 

761. 
Then spake the noble Siegmund, of Netherland the lord : 
" Go ye unto this feasting, and tell me not a word ? 
If it will not ashame you I'll ride along with you ; 
I'll take a hundred swordsmen to swell your retinue." 

762. 
'* Wilt thou in sooth ride with us, my own good father dear ? " 
Exclaimed the gallant Siegfried : ** right gladly that I hear. 
Before twelve days are over my fatherland I'll leave." 
To all who did desire them they steeds and raiment gave. 

763. 
Now that the noble ruler was minded soon to start, 

The heralds swift were bidden straight homewards to depart, 

And unto his wife's kinsmen upon the Rhine to say, ■^j' 

That he woifld very gladly with them keep holyday. 

764, 
Both Siegfried and Kriemhilda, as doth the story say. 
More gifts gave to the heralds than could be borne away 
On their own horses homewards : a wealthy man was he ! 
Their- sturdy beasts of burden they drove right merrily. 
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777- 
the kitchenmaster, knew well to rule aright 

erlings and scullions ! Ay me ! it was a sight 

lie polish'd kettles and pots and pans at hand ! 

i must be made ready when guests were in the land. 



^NTURE XIII.— HOW THEY JOURNEYED TO 

THE FESTIVAL. 

778. 
* their stir and bustle awhile we'll let them be, 

-U how Dame Kriemhilda and her fair company 

-. on their journey Rhine wards, from Niblung-land did go. 

- ^rses of fine raiment e'er bore so grand a show. 

779- 
many sumpter-coffers were ready for the way, 

with his friends Sir Siegfried no longer did delay 

'e forth, with Queen Kriemhild, much joy they looked for : 

!1 of them soon after it tum'd to sore annoy. 

780. 
. ■ • left at home behind them Sir Siegfried's baby son, 
'TTStborn of Kriemhilda, — not elsewise could be done. 
; J , out of their state-journey arose much woe and pain : 

^ "ather and his mother that babe saw ne'er again. 

781. 
rnJ ice also did Lord Siegmund together with them ride. 

T r -* * he but known what evil thereafter would betide 
piacf?" his same courtly banquet, he ne'er had gone at all: 
Tcfor:: liim by loss of kindred worse ill could ne'er befall. 



1 How THEV JOURNEYED TO THE FESTIVAL. 135 



^»s time was arrived Sir Siegfried with his men. 
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ftfcw -was Siegfried received, as well did him beseem, 
With ev'ry fitting honour : which none amiss did deem, 
^^<i Ortselher and Gemot did lend all courteous aid. 
[ethinks to no guests ever were kjiidlicT honours paid. 
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823. 
Thereon the king's wife answer'd : " I will r^ot 1f*<- 1<- be ! 
Why should I yield my claim to so many a good knight's fee, 
Who, like the thane, thy husband, doth suit and service owe ? " 
At this the beauteous Kriemhild began with wrath to glow. 

824. 
" The thought thou must abandon, that he to thee did e'er 
Owe any kind of service ; he is far worthier 
Than is my brother Gunther, — right noble though he be. 
Withdraw me now this saying that I have heard from thee ! 

825. 
" I cannot choose but wonder, since he thy vassal is, 
And thou o'er our two persons hast mastery like this. 
That he his dues unto you hath set so long aside ! 
With right do I demur to thine overweening pride." 

826. 
" Thou ratest thyself too highly ! " the king's wife answer'd then, 
** Now will I gladly prove me whether thou hast of men 
As much respect and honour as they accord to me ! " 
By this time both the ladies were wrathful as could be. 

827. 
Then cried the Lady Kriemhild : " This must at once be seen ! 
If that my lord's thy vassal, as thou hast sworn, O queen. 
To-day must I the liegemen of both fhe kings let know 
Whether before the king's wife to chu rch I dare to go. 

828. 
" This very day I'll show thee th at^ I am fealty-fre e. 
A nd th at my m an's more worthy than ever thin e will be ! 
And I myself, moreover, will not be slighted so : 
Thou shalt to-day be witness how I, thy vassal, go 
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835- 
B wife stood waiting bef or e th e minster door ; 
> pleasant pastime had many a warrior 
raiting- worn en, whom she with her did bring; 
E noble Kriemhild with her brave following. 
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) wealthy, that thirty queens had shown 
^ay of raiment as this fair queen alone. 

837. 
{been wishful he never could have said 
r clothing had e'er been worn of maid 
dorn^d her noble company : 
K Brunhilda, Kriemhild had let it be. 




peens came together before the 

J the hostess, by hatred moved and priile, 
ind gesture Krierahiida bade lo stay : 

shall ne'er take right i(£.way 1 ' 



:mbilda : (and wrathful was her mood) 
beta silent, for thee it had been good 1 
beauty and stain'd thy purity : 
wanton a kin d 's wife ever Ix ' ? " 



1 the queen. 
ihild' ; " tliy.iodjL fair jiatlubeen 

hilt hy my Inrfl, tiicgfricd : 



.0 won thy maidenhead '. 



rz£ j-iTELryca 



H 



was a nick of his. 



HI-. 



n —.-7 -j:i-L -^no oar thy liegeman is? 

' I. ■ TTtnour ail reason scold.'' 

** sbaii be to GimtliertQid!* 






r»ir»*»t • t 



»:« ««• 






-rv --nde riaih thee betay'd: 
-n -rv2 Jiasr essard 










were srrr ^j r^- . ; . '? . : : _ >_ — "- ^"- 



f* "W ^ ~* 



-^ JTJ «C 




^"ss-r Brunr.iiJLL me rime seein'e al oc jxs: 
wi" jy" zroubic ir hxy and in mood. 
•—-:-• siz^er'd hodc iramois and good. 

^45- 

st^y'd by the minster door; 

'^hilHa^ jermeisarsamethir^inore 

d^ scolding shsTp-iangaed vih ! 
'tirfZ/ staiac him ir ids life" 

'^"^lu^.^i^ with miSLDy gsJj2St TOGO. 

'^^=r •• yiaw szand you siLl i^ais, — 
"Sfa. --c:^ "vTa ^TTTWTe to me: 
r^ Oi*/? :xixiie: 32S? biti^rly 1 " 
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847. 
Thereto said dame Kriemhilda : " 'Twere best to let me fare ! 
B y this gold ring I'll prove it. whirh on my hand I wear ; 
' Twas brought to me by Siegfried _whe n by your side he lay." 
~ ' " ' " ' sadder day, 



She spake ; " This golden jewel was from me stol'n away, 
And bath from me most wrongly been hidden many a day. 
I now at last discover who stole my ring from me 1 " 
By this time were both ladies in direst enmity. 



Yet spake Kriemhilda further : "I will not pass for thief! 
Thou mightst have kept thy counsel, to ibee were honour 
This girdle be my witness, that round my waist I wear, 
That I am not a liar. Ay 1 .Sipg frigd wgs thy dear," 

850- 
The girdle she was wearing was silk from Nineveh, 
With precious stones for fastening, right good it was to see 
When dame Brunhild beheld it to weeping she did fall: 
It must be told to Gunther and to his lieges all. 



851- 



■ It mi 

^MTien spake the queen in answer: " Go hence, and bring to me 1 
^Blie sovran-prince of Rhineland, and from my lips shall he 
Bslear how his sister flouts me, and slandereth my life, 
'B v ppenlv declaring I have been Siegfried's w ife ! " 

85;,. 

The king came with his warriors ; and when the weeping eyes 
He saw of his belov'd one, he spake, in kindly wise : 
" Now tell me, dearest lady, who hath done aught to thee ? " 
Unto the king she answered : " Aye joyless must I be ! 
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853. 
" Kriemhilda of mine honour would like to cozen me ; 

And, seeing she's thy sister, I make complaint to thee. 

She swears I've played the wanton with her own man, Siegfried." 

Then answer'd the King Gunther : " She doth an evil deed ! " 

854. 
" She weareth here my girdle, which I so long have lost, 

My ring of red gold likewise. To me 'tis bittermost 

That e'er my mother bore me. An' thou wilt not disprove, 

O king, this grievous scandal, no longer thee I'll love." 

855. 
Then up and spake King Gunther : " Siegfried shall now appear ; 
If Jie hath play'd the bra ggart, Via oha^]] fhe^ tr^fb HaHqt-^ 
Or else deny the slander, — this knight of Netherland ! " 
Then did Kriemhilda's husband right soon before them stand. 

856. 
As soon as he had look'd on these dames discomfited, 
(Naught knowing of the matter) the noble Siegfried said : 
" Why are these ladies weeping ? that am I fain to hear, 
And wherefore I am bidden before the King to appear ? " 

857. 
Then spake to him King Gunther : " Right sorrowful am I ; 
To me my wife Brunhilda hath told a history 
That thou thyself hast boasted her first love to have won : 
Thy wife, Kriemhild, declareth that thou, thane, this hast done." 

858. 
Then spake the noble Siegfried : " And if she so hath said, 
Bef ore I rest I'll see that for this she be r epaid ! 
I n face of all your Heges I'm ready to aver 
By o ath of mine most sole i nn, I n ever told it her ! " 
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8S9- 

Then spake theKing of Rhineland: "Give proof of that must thou t | 
The oath which thou dost offer, if thou canst take it now, 
From ev'ry untrue dealing I'll hold thee clear and free." 
Then in a ring around him stood they of Burgundy. 

860. 
His hand the gallant Siegfried outstretched the oath to take. 
Then spake the mighty sovran : " So certain do I make 
Of thy great innocency, that I will thee acquit : 
Sure what my sister charges thou never didst c 



Vet once again spake Siegfried : "And if she joy doth find 
In that she hath so troubled Bninhilda's peace of mind, 
My sorrow, of a surety, too deep were to be told." 
Then look'd at one another these ready knights and bold. 



" S o should one train one's wnmg n, " tVip ^ prn Sipclf^if■^^ said, 
" That suchlike hauahty speeches should aye b e left uns aid : 
Unto thy wife forbid them, to mine I'll do the same ; 
Such ill-advised behaviour doth fill my heart with shame." 



By this dispute were many fair women kept apart. 
Brunhilda still the matter so sorely look to heart 
That needs must Gunther's warriors feel pity for the dame. 
I Then Hagen, knight of Tronje, unto his lady came. 

I S64. 

* He bade her say what ail'd her, finding her weeping sore, 
Then told she him the story, an d unto her he swor e 
T hat either Kriemhild's husband m "^t fr"- f^f li-- J epen t 
Or he himself there aft er would never l ive content. 
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859. 
eKingof Rhineland: "Giveproofof [hat mustthou I 
iiich thou dost offer, if thou canst take it now, 
r untrue dealing I'll hold thee clear and free." 
fexing around him stood they of Burgundy. 

860. 
; gallant Siegfried outstretched the oath to take. 
ike the mighty sovran : "So certain do I make 
^t innocency, that I will thee acquit : 
r sister charges thou never didst c 



(tin spake Siegfried ; " And if she joy doth find 

lath so troubled Brunhilda's peace of mind, 
i of a surety, too deep were to be told." 
VA at one another these ready knights and bold. 




i one train one's women," tlip hirn Sip^fripH sairt, 
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E forbid them, to mine I'll do the same ; 
idviaed behaviour doth fill my heart with shame." 
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871. 

^st; then to jousting did they take, 
ice-shaft for Siegfried's wife they brake 
ister, up to the royal hall ! 
fof Gunther's but ill-content withal. 



872. 
ly aside now this murd'rous hate and scorn ; 
honour he verily was born. 
;th is also, this marvellous-bold knight, 
inkling, none durst withstand his might." 

873. 
Fllow," quoth Hagen, " save thou should let it out I 

secret can bring it so about 

, IrifiiJda's weeping sore reckoning he shall pay. 

P Hagen his enemy for aye." 

874. 
the royal Gunther: "And how may that be done? " 
said in answer : " That will I now make known. 
3 unknown envoys to ride as from afar 
id, Yore all men to challenge us to war. 

875. 
the guests, wilt declare that thou must go 

legemen ; and when he that doth know 

irvice : so shall he lose his life. 

secret from the bold warrior's wife." 



876. 
Ker in evil hour gave ear. 
^er, ere any grew aware, 
of chivalry the boast. 

^gg many a hftrn lost. 
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888. 
With their esquires and liegemen they planned the journey then : 
'Twas done for the deceiving of Siegfried and his men. 
He bade them all be ready, his men of Netherland : 
And soon had Siegfried's warriors their fighting gear at hand. 

889. 
Then spake the gallant Siegfried : " My father Siegmund, pray 
Remain thou here behind us ; we shall not long delay ; 
If so be that God speed us, we'll come back to the Rhine. 
So with the king abiding shall happy days be thine ! " 

890. 
The banner they unfurled, as though they fain would start. 
Of Gunther's liegemen present there were a goodly part 
Who naught knew of tl\e message, nor what it all did mean : 
A mighty throng of people round Siegfried there was seen. 

891. 
Their helmets and their breastplates on horses they did stow : 
And many a stout knight hastened to leave the land and go. 
Then went Hagen of Tronj^ to where Kriemhild did stand. 
And prayed for leave of absence, since they would quit the land. 

892. 
" Thrice happy I," cried Kriemhild, *^ that I have got for lord 
One who to my dear kinsmen such succour can accord. 
As doth my dear lord Siegfried unto my kindred here. 
Therefore," the queen said, " will I be now of right good cheer. 

893. 
" But you, my good friend Hagen, one thing remember still ; 

That I would gladly serve you, nor e*er have done you ill ; 

For this you can requite me to my dear lord one day : 

If I've done aught to Brunhild for that he must not pay ! 



HOW SIEGFRIED WAS BETRAYED. ISI 

882. 

ng with his advisers were whispering without cease; 
)uld Hagen of Tronj^ e'er let him be at peace. 
) many a lord would gladly have given up the plot, 
gen from his counsel would never swerve a jot 

883. 
it chanced that Siegfried came on this scheming band ; — 
ight began to ask them the Lord of Netherland : 
)es the king so sadly, thus brooding with his men ? 
' done him mischief, I'll help avenge it then." 

884. 
and spake King Gunther : " Cause have I sad to be ! 
jast and Lud'ger have straightly challenged me : 
)f all shall see them here riding in my land." 
I the gallant hero : '* Right soon shall Siegfried's hand, 

885. 
ieseem your honour, this business undertake 
lese warriors' power, ^^riBMI}^^^ ^ brake : 
gbolds shall be Tu\n*d^^^^ ^^ be ravaged, 
them have ended j^^^^^^ ke my head ! 



■lietly, 
• with me. 
il know : 
I trow." 



y 



in answer said, — 
have his aid. 
. false and faithless knave ! 
care you need to have ! " 
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.-»iii tir=aen the/pIaan'dtitjimnKfito: 
r -^--i;'^^ — ' of Siegfried and his nieii 
; -=3Jt, his men of Sretferknd: 
urrTr^'s wmriois their Sghting gai atiuA 

SS9. 
'.-.-It SJcgfiied: " My btker Sieg!Bwi,}!ij 
jcciad us; we sbsll not long dehy; 

s:eed us, we'll come back to the RkiK. 

■<■ '■-'g < ;Ktll hippy (hys be ihineV 

rjTltd. aj diaagb they fain would start. 
■en pressu chen were a goodly part 
ftht ucsssLA nor what it all did mean: 
~:izsd Segdied there was seen. 




OQ bones they Sd stow: 
a? feare the land and go- 
rTifrs Kriemhild did stand, 
sncs they would quit the land- 



■* th^ I hare got for \ot4 
■ ^Z'-xjQT can a.ccord, 
-r kiadred here. 
■^:>jw of right good cheer. 

% remember attW ". 

e done you Hi i 

d one da^y ■- 
last not pay ! 
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How SIEGFRIED WAS liETRAVED. 
894. 



.. Jot ^i"ce then I have rued it," the noble lady said ; 
" tte xUetefoTe haili my body most sorely punished. 
If I did ever utter aught to enrage her mood. 
Right Wf:^ hath he avenged her, the hero bold and good." 



895- 

in days to come," quoth he; 
you tell to me 

you I may try ; 



" You ytfi shall be forgiven, 
" Krieni /ii^*ia, my dear lady. 



ti.neni/ii'~«i, my oear laay, now must you teii 
How l/irot»-S^ your husband Siegfried to serve } 
I'll gladly ^011, lady; to none more willingly." 

"I should have no luiigivin^?,' replied the noble wife, 
" Lest any one in hj^P tlinuld jeopardize his life ; 
If he were not *= ■■ .-, and ovt;r-rash of mood 

He aye m:j'. : my gallant thane and good." 




any fear 

to let me hear 



n sooth, am thine ; 
darling love of mine, 
this liusband of my own." 
ell hu had not known. 



899. 
;band and strong enough thereto. 
hilc the dragon slew, 
■^(Llicd bin], thu Ljoodly warrior, 
ittle, no steel can cut him more. 
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912. 
"To all guests in my palace due notice shall there be 
That I will ride forth early : those who would hunt with me 
Must hold themselves all ready ; those who would rather stay 
To loiter with the ladies have my good leave alway." 

913- 
Then spake the stalwart Siegfried, with noble courtliness : 

" If you will ride a-hunting, I'll gladly do no less. 

A huntsman you must lend me, and sundry hounds also, 

Then gladly to the forest along with you I'll go." 

914. 
"And dost thou want one only?" the king said thereupon, 
" I'll lend thee, if it please thee, four men to whom are known 
The forest and the coverts the quarry most frequent ; 
So that the tryst in seeking thy time be not misspent." 

915- 
Home to his wife then rode he, the goodly warrior bold, 

And quickly faithless Hagen unto the king had told 

How he could get the vantage of the brave thane : 'twere shame 

Such treason foul should ever disgrace a noble name. 



ADVENTURE XVI.— HOW SIEGFRIED WAS SLAIN. 

916. 
King Gunther now and Hagen, those knights exceeding bold, 
Had treacherously plotted a woodland hunt to hold. 
With lances sharp pursuing the boar in forest free, 
The wild bull and the bear too : what bolder sport could be ? 



UtD WAS SLAIN. '57 

n honourable mind- 
.^ and thai in divers kind, 
loredoom'd to lose his life, 
if BiunhUd, Gumher's wife. 

where he Kriemhilda found. 
Ruling-gear was bound, 
O cross Ihe Rhine they meant, 
i reason to lameni. 



e mouth did kiss^ 
y wife, safe, after this ; 
b good firiends, till I coi 
ft bide at home." 



' l.nd to Hagen told ;— 
riner could withhold 
ludc'er been born ! 
.;;a&ied's feir wife mourn. 



iir hunting be ! 
■loars I did see 
-. srs grew red as blood. 



y be some plot : 
(t service rendered n 
p and enmity ? 
|Dd honesty." 



'if.-xsj. hand bj 
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929. 
The hunters then appointed the watchers where to take 
Their places at the openings. Then he, the bold man, spake, 
Siegfried the ever-stalwart, ''Who leads us through the wood, 
To show us where the game is, ye valiant thanes and good ? " 

930- 
"Suppose we part," quoth Hagen, "or ever we begin 

To beat about the forest to see what is therein. 

That I and these my masters may reason have to know 

Who are the better sportsmen that on this chase do go. 

931- 

** The beaters and the hounds too, we'll evenly divide : 

Thus each his choice may follow where'er he please to ride. 
Then he who is best sportsman shall have our thanks therefore." 
So spake he, and the hunters together stay'd no more. 

932. 

Then said the noble Siegfried : " The hounds I value not, 
Save but a single setter, who such a scent hath got 
That he the track will follow where'er the game hath led ; 
Here's to a merry hunting ! " Kriemhilda's husband said. 

933- 
Thereon an aged huntsman took with him a sleuth-hound. 

And brought the noble hunters to where much game they found 

Without too long a-seeking. The comrades then did hunt 

Whatever broke from covert, as sportsmen keen are wont. 

934. 

Whatever the setter mark'd him, that slew with his own hand 

Siegfried the doughty hero, who came from Netherland. 
His steed so swiftly bore him, that naught could him outrun ; 
Praise above all the others upon this chase he won. 
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93S' 

In all he put his hand to alert he was enow ; 
Of all the beasts, the first one that he to death did do 
An ox was, strong and savage, that with his hand he feU 
And then he, on a sudden, a lion grim beheld. 



Dn grim beheld. ^M 

I 

2 with his bow let fly,.^l 
'd fitted hastily. H 

s bounds further ran j^^ 
to thank Siegfried h^^| 

I 
then a buffalo, ^| 



93^- 
E'en as the hound aroused it he with his bow let fly, 
On which a sharpen'd arrow he'd fitted hastily. 
After the shot the lion but thi 
Whereon his hunting comrades 

937- 
There after he an elk slew, and then a buffalo. 
And then four sturdy bisons, a savage stag also. 
His steed so swiftly bore him that naught could get awaj 
Of harts and hinds scarce any there were he fail'd to slaj 

938- 
A huge wild boar the sleuth-hound had routed (iom his I 
And when to flee he turn'd him right in his path was 
p of the hunting, all ready for the fight ; 
glirute did straightway charge at the valiai 

939- 

tKiie nihil da's husband then with his broadsw* 

Jiei -huntsman so easily could do. 

i felled him, they put in leash th^ 
e talk'd of all Burgundy around. 

940. 

JlUtitsmen; " If 'tis for us to s: 

fiiegfried, a few live beasts t 

pty for us both wood and 

I that worthy thane and bolt 
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941. 
rhen suddenly, on all sides, were heard great noise and cries. 
From dogs and men together such tumult did arise f . 

rhat all the woodland echoed, and eke the mountain-side 
?*or four-and-twenty leash-hounds the hunters had untied. I 

942. 
rhen many a forest creature must unto death be done, 
lince every hunter fancied that he might be the one 
ro win the prize for hunting : but no award could be \ 

Jntil beside the camp-fire stout Siegfried they did see. 

943- 
rhe hunting, though 'twas over, was not yet brought to end : F 

•■or some, with burdens laden, to camp their way did wend, ( 

)f beast fells bringing many, and game a goodly store. 

i^at piles of it for cooking the king's camp-servants bore ! 

944. 
*hen to the high-born hunters the king would have it known 
'hat he to dine was ready. * Then all at once was blown 
. hunting-horn, right loudly, that all might know around 
'hat now the noble princes would at the camp be found. "" . 

945- 
uoth one of Siegfried's huntsmen : " Sir, I have heard but now, 

y sounding of a horn, that 'tis time for us to go * 

sick to the camp : in answer I will my bugle wind." i ^ 

hen went the loud blasts flying their followers to find. 

946. !^j 

hen spake the noble Siegfried : " Now let us leave the wood ! " ^ 

is hunter bore him smoothly : and all in haste they rode. 

hey startled, with their clatter, a grisly brute and grim, — ^ 

savage bear. Then, turning to those who followed liim, ^ 

M — 
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ioiely smit : 
1 to quit; 
aiti wend. 
towards its end. 
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971. 
The game that had been slaughter'd. by Siegfried's cunning han 
They bade men pile on wagons, and carry through the land. 
And everyone who saw it his praise and honour spake. 
Right grievously did Hagen his troth to Siegfried break. 

972. 
Whilst to the shady lindens they were upon their way, 
Cried Hagen, lord of Tronj^ : " Oft have I heard men say 
That to Kriemhilda's husband no one a match could be 
When he would show his paces : ay ! will he let us see ! " 

973- 
Then spake the Netherlander Siegfried, the valiant : 

" Now is the time for trying, if ye a wager want. 

From here unto the fountain ; so soon as it be done 

The onlookers shall settle which is the foremost one." 



974. 
" Now verily we'll try it," the warrior Hagen said. 

Then quoth the stalwart Siegfried : " If ye come in ahead. 

Before your feet I'll lay me full length upon the grass." 

When Gunther heard the promise, how glad at heart he was ! 

975. 
Then spake the bold thane further : " Yet something more I' 

say, 

I'll carry all the clothing that I have worn to-day, — 

My spear and eke my buckler, and all my hunting gear." 

His sword and quiver bound he around him then and there. 

976. 
But they, the king and Hagen, their upper clothes did doff: 
In two white shirts one saw them stand ready to be off. 
As fleet as two wild panthers they through the clover ran : 
Yet at the spring bold Siegfried came in the foremost man. 
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977. 
In all he put his hand to he won the prize from all. 

Straightway his sword he loosen'd and let his quiver fall ; 

Against a bough of linden he let his stout spear rest ; 

Close by the flowing fountain now stood the stately guest. 

978. 
And herein also Siegfried did manifest his worth : 
He laid his shield beside him where flow'd the fountain forth, 
But, greatly as he thirsted, the hero tasted not 
Before the king had drunken : base thanks from him he got. 

979- 
Cool was the spring of water, and clean, and bright, and good ; 

And Gunther bent him downwards to the refreshing flood ; 

As soon as he had quenched his thirst, away he came ; 

Then ready was bold Siegfried and would have done the same. 

< 980. 
His courtesy and breeding, then met with their reward : 
For Hagen to the background withdrew his bow and sword. 
Then sprang again towards him to where he found the spear. 
And looked to find a token the hero's coat did bear. 

981. 
And whilst the noble Siegfried drank of the rippling flood 
He stabb'd him through the cross-mark, and through the wound 

his blood 
Straight from his heart outspurted, and Hagen's shirt was wet ; 
So foul a misdeed never befell a hero yet. 

982. 
He left the lance within him close to his heart stuck tight ; 
And grimly then did Hagen betake himself to flight, 
As in his life he never from mortal man did flee. 
The stalwart Siegfried, feeling how sorely smit was he. 



169 

989. 

i," the dying warrior said, 

ice, since thus ye strike me dead ? 

and thus do ye repay ! 
r for what ye've wrought this day. 

990. 

shall be, from this day forth, 
. for ye have wreak'd yuur wrath, 
Wly upon my body done : 
ktredf all worthy knights shall shun." 



Kre he stricken lay. 
k joyless day. 

:n la I ion made. 
9 undismay'd. 



Ifi'd also for iiis death. 
■-Small need is there, in fatlh, 
'! grieve ihal it he dune : 
.ere better left alone '." 



Vhat art thou weeping for? 
' r sorrows o'er : 
111 'gainst us dare to Stand. 
[lerish'd by my hand 1 " 



d Siegfried, in reply, 
r deadly enmity, 

intain'd my life : 
for Kriemhild, ray wife. 





AMD BtfltlBD. 

lots. 

!t soiiow cried she, thai fair and gentle riueen : 
r^Mne evil foriunc ! Upon thy shield is seen 
'n ^word-siroke : thou liest murdcr'il (here. 
i^io hath done ii, of death mote he be watt- ' 



'^1 attendants began to wail and wee|i ; 

I i'lvfd iadjf, iheir grief indeed was deep 

, - liuble master, of whom they were forlorn. 

,if> '-"d Hagen made good Brunhilda's storn 



" Go hence now, all of ye, 
ickly as may be. 
Igrrow must ye tell, 

n brave Siegfried well." 



Hind them where they lay,— 

ij Niblung land were they.- 
Utd joy fled at his word ; 
till they the wailing heard, 

-J 16. 

I'here he found the king. 

'ht no sleep did bring ; 

.fip'd to him, 1 ween : 

never more be seen. 



;mhilda, my mistress, 
r a sore distress 
__ which cuts her to the heart ; 
for thou in it hast part." 



K^ 



THE LAY OF THE ^^^ 



1006. 



£t0OS. 



In Ted blood he was lying, and all his g^^ 
But that it was his master he did not k^^^fld 
^'^to the room he carried the candle in h^^ ^" j^^j^^^i 
^>on, him did Dame Kriemhilda some ^ "^^ 



1007. 



■6re, 



^^ ^ she wuh her .on,en would to the m^^ ^^ , 
^jJumberlain spate to her: "Uy ^f^^A^U' \ 

^'^f be^n Kriemh.7da to weep rxmeBS^^' . 

'"'^ 1008. , 

'(washer*^ 
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ioi8. 
Upstarted Siegmund, crying : " What grief hath happien^d 
Unto the fair Kriemhilda, as thou just now hast said ? " 
Then spake the herald, weeping, " I cannot it withhold : 
Ay ! Siegfried hath been murdered, the Netherlander bold ! " 

1019. 
Then spake the noble Siegmund : " Pray let this jesting be, 
And of such evil stories, beware, for love of me. 
The like you tell to no man, — how Siegfried hath been slain : 
In such case could I never live happily again." 

1020. 
"If thou wilt not believe me when thou hast heard my tale, 
With thine own ears 'tis easy to hear Kriemhilda wail ; 
For she and all her people are mourning Siegfried dead." 
Then sore afraid was Siegmund : and sad was he indeed. 

1021. 
Straight from his couch upsprang he, with five score of his men ; 
They reach'd their hands in search of their weapons long and 

keen, 
And ran, grief-stricken, thither to where they heard the cries ; 
Then, too, the thousand warriors of Siegfried bold did rise. 

1022. 
Whilst piteously the women were heard to w^eep and moan, 
Some of the men bethought them that raiment they should don : 
Ay, scarcely for their trouble could they their senses keep. 
And bitter was the anguish that in their hearts lay deep. 

1023. 
Soon came the royal Siegmund to where Kriemhild did stand. 
He spake : "Woe on the journey that brought us to this land ! 
Who hath thy husband taken, and reft me of my son. 
And, amidst friends and kinsmen, thus murderously done ? " 



UED WAS MOURN'D AND BL'RIED. 



P a"! *«ir hearts ihey mourn'd him, the husband of Kriem- 

V ntasses TQUst be chanted : the minster soon was fiU'd 
Bi»tveTi,and wives, and children, — from every side they came. 
ciiey who little miss'd him mouro'd Siegfried all die same. 



j^^«tf G^gjlmjy^^him, spalce ; " Sister dear to me, 
Dtfort, as verily must be. 
ag as we shall live." 
who could her comfort give. 

\ 1050. 

Vellnigh about mid-day ; 
d him, whereon till then he lay. 
have kept him from the grave ; 
sore trouble surely gave. 

1051. 
It they wrapp'd the body round, 
'•ne tmweeping there was found. 
— " m noble woman she— 
Hid'gpodly corpse to see. 



nilhin the church begin, 
Uiey throng'd to enter in : 
what offerings were made ! 
1 friends enough he had ! 



1 to her chamberlain : 
will be to them a bane, 
and hold me also dear ; 
that they his gold should share. 
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1042. 
"It never need have happened if real your sorrow were ; 
Me must ye have forgotten, — that may I well aver, — 
When I was there bereft of my own beloved one. 
I would to God," said Kriemhild, " it had to me been done !" 

1043- ' 
They clave unto their lying. Kriemhild began again : 

" Whoso of you is guiltless, now let him make it plain ; — 

Let each before the people walk up unto the bier ; 

Thereby the truth that 's in him shall presently appear." 

1044. 
It is a wondrous marvel that oft hath happened : 
That when one sees the slayer beside the murder'd dead, 
The wounds afresh start bleeding ; as here, too, came to pass. 
Whereby men saw that Hagen the malefactor was. 

1045. 
Again the wounds bled freely, as they had done afore ; 
They who had mourn*d him sorely bewaird him now the more. 
Then spake aloud King Gunther: **I tell you everyone 
'Twas vagabonds that slew him : 'twas not by Hagen done." 

1046. 
" These vagabonds, too surely are known to me," she spake, 
"By friendly hands, God willing, we'll vengeance on them take! 
Thou Gunther and thou Hagen have surely done this thing." 
By this time Siegfried's warriors for strife were hankering. 

1047. 
Kriemhilda spake yet further: "Now share with me my need." 
Then came those twain unto her who found him lying dead, — 
They were her brother Gemot and Giselher the youth. 
As many a man did later, these mourn'd for him in sooth. 



^ K» nothing had to bring. 

■wilfe gold for offering 
Stnce life he could not have, 
' Iiey many thousand gave. 



" nil the land around, 
->dly folk were found. 
"■r L'ot ample store: 
'•'^ love to him they bore. 



' Uvc hour of Mass, 

that by [he n 

" fiH'd from end to end. 

■ • a well-loved friend. 



'J, it hath been said, 
n more, were paid 
1 1 to the poor. 
now DO more. 



Hants were sung, 
•le throng; 
i'm to his grave, 
ind cries forth gave. 



1 then ; 
i of men. 
g and read withal ; 
ft gave him burial. 
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1054. 
There was no child so little, who any wit might have, 

But join'd in the almsgiving, ere he was laid in grave. 

More than a hundred masses were sung ere day was done 

And Siegfried's friends and kinsmen came thronging ev'ry one. 

1055- 
When ended was the chanting the people went away. 

Then spake the lady Kriemhild : " Ye must not let me stay 

Alone to watch beside him, this knight exceeding brave. 

My joys are, with his body, all buried in the grave. 

1056. 
"Three days and three nights longer here would I keep him still, 
Until of my dear husband my heart has had its fill. 
Then what if God should order that death should take me too ? 
Then would poor Kriemhild's sorrows no longer trouble you." 

1057. ' 
The people from the city now homewards went their way. 

The priests and monks Kriemhilda besought with her to stay, 

And eke her own attendants, to watch beside the knight. 

Forbidding was the darkness and wearisome the light. 

1058. 
From eating and from drinking did many a man abstain. 
If any cared to take it, to them it was made plain 
That they might have in plenty : Siegmund of that took care. 
And yet, full many a labour the Niblung-folk must share : 

1059. 
For three whole days, unceasing, — the story thus we hear — 
They who had skill in singing must needs the burden bear 
Of chanting many an office. What alms to them folk paid ! 
They who were poor aforetime now wealth in plenty had. 



I 
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1066. 
Or ever Siegfried's widow had come unto the grave, 
Her faithful heart with sorrow such bitter strife did have 
That they must needs revive her with water from the spring ; 
Her bitterness of sorrow was past all measuring. 

1067. 
It was a mickle wonder that strength again she found. 
With cries of pity, helping, the women throng'd around. 
Then spake the Queen : ** O liegemen of Siegfried, hearken ye ! 
I pray you of your fealty a favour grant to me, — 

1068. 
" That after all my sorrow this small grace I may gain. 
And on his goodly features may set my eyes again." 
So long did she beseech them, with all her sorrow's strength, 
That they the splendid coffin must break apart at length. 

1069. 
And then they brought the lady to where her love did lie. 
And she his fair head lifted, with white hand tenderly. 
And in his death she kiss'd him, — the noble knight and good ; 
Her shining eyes, for sorrow, were weeping tears of blood. 

1070. 
It was a piteous parting, if ever there was one. 
And so away they bore her ; she could not go alone, 
For in a swoon and senseless that noble wife lay low ; 
Her life, for weal appointed, was wellnigh lost in woe. 

1071. 

When now their noble master within his grave was laid, 
Unmeasured was the sorrow that all his followers had. 
Who from the Niblung country had borne him company ; 
And little joy or gladness in Siegmund was to see. 
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1072. 
Amongst them there were many who, for their sorrow's sake, 
Till those three days were ended nor meat nor drink did take. 
Yet could they not their bodies abandon utterly : 
So feasting followed sorrow, as evermore will be. 



ADVENTURE XVIII.— HOW SIEGMUND WENT 
BACK TO HIS OWN LAND. 

1073. 
Kriemhilda's husband's father had to her presence come. 
And to the queen thus spake he : " We now would fain go home ; 
I trow that we in Rhineland, unwelcome guests must be. 
Kriemhilda, dearest lady, come to my land with me. 

1074. 
" Since that your noble husband, by treason underhand, 
Hath from us all been taken here in this very land. 
You must not overlook it : I will be kind to you 
For love of my son Siegfried ; doubt not that this is true. 

1075- 
Henceforward also, Lady, to you the power I'll yield 

That the bold warrior Siegfried did teach you how to wield. 

The land and the crown likewise shall subject be to you ; 

And all of Siegfried's vassals will gladly service do." 

1076. 
Then were the servants bidden that thence they were to ride ; — 
It was a mighty business the horses to provide ! 
Amidst their bitter foemen to dwell were sorry cheer. 
They bade the dames and maidens to seek their travelling gear. 
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10S9. 



" Then must we bin coal 
TSz "^rwttftet^fcL mi>r. our hearts know bfttenies^ 

^g ^^r^mbeti t^ miSmg here wiih our foes to hide: 

T^ 1^ ^ I iifiiiii ji^iiii J did heroes never ride." 



: -"irmii, God-speeding. without foreboding &re: 
crttl. trrina- — of that 171 have a care — 

s counto"- As for my dafh'ng child, 
e: him, and to your mercies miJd!" 



pi I II iiJed that thence she would not go, 
did weep for very woe. 
was Siegmund when his leave 
' Tbeo incH- he how to gdeve. 

ioings, " the oohie king guocb he: 
can be 
been. 
seen." 




of Siegfried spake: 
land mak^ 

lies enow ! " 
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1095. 
m Worms without an escort unto the Rhine they nxJe ; 
11 might they, notwithstanding, be confident of mood. 
It if they should of foemen an onset have to ward, 
! hands of stalwart Niblungs would serve them for a guard. 

1096. 
re did they take of no man ere they set forth to ride. 
Giselher and Gemot were presently espied 
cindly coming t'wards him : his sorrow made them grieve, 
oon these gallant heroes did bring him to believe. 



1097. 
^hen the princely Gemot right courteously said : 
God in Heaven my witness ! that Siegfried now is dead 
rough no fault on nv^g/L nor have I heard men tell 
wish'd him any ed^^^B can I mourn him well." 



»n m^gaL 



had they a ^^ 
:arefully he 
ingand 
litde 



1 098. 

at Giselher's own hand : 
in time, fi|MMM^he land, 
to N^^^^^B[>t home. 
Ired xii^^^^^^Khem come ! 



r 




y say. 

day by day 
^ther heart or mood, 
r and good. 



^antly sat : 
Look no thought for that, 
1 turn to her again, 
did wring her heart with pain. 



THE LAV or THE »IBELi,»„, 

io8g. 

Th"! ?'"' »«otd they answer'd: "Then mustwefain <^'^ 

Since '^"^ ^'^^ ''™^' "'''''• ™' ''*"'' ''""'^ bi""^'^ 
On su^" '""ieed are willing here with our foes to bide : 
^ grievous journey ditl heroes never ride." 






1090. 



"jet, 



■"'i'lts 



may, God-speeding, without forebod'"! 

of tliat I'll havi 
'egmund's country, Asfor my darling 
-^^^- ■ mild 



child. 



iriiisi»". 

t ho« •» S"' 



ooWeWiiX; 
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' ihey take of no man ere they set forth to ride. 
erand Gemot were presently espied 

yj^ards him ; his sorrow made them giieve, 
b'oes did bring him to believe. 



right courteously said : 

[witness I that Siegfried now is dead 

y part, nor have I heard men tell 

can T mourn him well." 



ftnduct at Giselher's own hand : 
1 time, from out the land, 
riors to Netherland got home, 
iadied rejoice to see them come ! 

1099. 

I cannot rightly say. 

bewailing day by day 
bit, in either heart or mood, 

^o her and good. 



hough t for that, 

ler again. 

her heart with pain. 



r 
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ADVENTURE XIX.— HOW THE NIBELUNG HOARD 

WAS BROUGHT TO WORMS. 

IIOI. 

Now when the noble Kriemhild a widow thus was made 
Count Eckewart was with her, and in the land he stay'd 
With all his men, and daily he served her without fail, 
And helped his lady often his master to bewail. 

II02. 

At Worms, hard by the minster, they built for her a hall : 
'Twas very wide and lofty, and richly decked withal. 
There, with her own attendants, all joylessly sat she. 
She loved the church's service and went there willingly. 

1103. 
From where her love lay buried, she seldom was away ; 
With sorrow-laden spirit she went there every day. 
She prayed to God Almighty to keep his soul aright. 
And faithfully and often bewailed was the knight. 

1 104. 
Utd and all her women to cheer her aye were fain ; 
Yet was the heart within her so sorely smit with pain, 
However they might comfort she took not any heed. 
She had for her beloved such all-surpassing need, 

1105. 

As for a well-loved husband no other wife ere found. 
Thus might one see how virtues in her did much abound. 
Unto her end she mourn'd him, as long as she had life. 
And soon a mighty vengeance took valiant Siegfried's wife ! 



XIX,] HOW THE HOARD WAS BROUGHT TO WORMS. I89 

1106. 
So after all this sorrow — 'tis truth — she did abide 
Until the fourth year's halving from when her husband died ; 
Nor all this time 'twixt Gunther and her did speech arise, 
Nor did she once on Hagen, her enemy, set eyes. 

1107. 
Then Hagen spake, of Tronj6 : " Could you not so contrive 
That you might with your sister in friendly fashion live? 
That so unto this country might come the Niblung gold : 
If but the queen were friendly, your gain were manifold." 



He said: "We must attempt it ; my brothers are with her; 
We'll beg them so to urge her that she be friendlier, 
Until at last prevail we that she thereto agree." 
Quoth Hagen : " I misdoubt me that that will ever be." 

1 109. 
He presently bade Ortwein unto her court to go 
Likewise the margrave Gere : and both of them did so. 
And Giselher the youthful and Gemot, too, they brought, 
Who straightway Dame Kriemhilda in friendly wise besought 



To her the valiant Gemot of Burgundy then said ! 
" Too long hast thou, O Lady, bewaii'd thy Siegfried dead ! 
The king to you will swear that by him he was not slain. 
Still day by day one hears thee so bitterly complain." 



Said she : " None doth accuse him : 'twas Hagen's hand that slew ; 
And where he might be stricken from me alone he knew. 
How could I have believed that such hate to him he bore ? 
More care would I have taken " — the Queen said furthermore— 



r 
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' for any word of mine had his noble life 

rfcee btle cause for weeping should I, poor 

Sb mon can 1 have kindness for those who this hai 

na Giselher besought her, the brave and comely i 



"Ti greet the king I'm willing," she did at last dec! 
VU bts best friends before her one saw him soon a] 
BM Hagen durst at no time within her presence go 
Bt^aiidness well knew he ; 'twas he who wrought h 



Smtx she her hnte to Gunther was willing to forswea 
I^Bvld better have beseem'd him to kiss her thei 
Vse\ BOt that by his counsel her sorrows had been 
t lure met Kriemhilda with boldness undisi 



er -WTM a reconcilement, when friend by friend 
WK wuiully accomplish'd : her sorrow rankled yet. 
• a»I)r one amongst them, she pardon'd every 
^rtr were slain, if Hagen the murder had not do 



. they brought it so about 

the mighty hoard came 

was to the Rhine conve'' 

and rightly hers was madi 



» fiw it, and with him Giselher 
' TRegaacn, who had commands fr 
'r- from where it lay unseen 
!h rrusty friends, had be 
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1 1 18. 
Now when they saw the Rhine-men coming the hoard to take, 
The ever-valiant Albrich unto his comrades spake : 
" We dare not keep the treasure withholden from her power, 
Seeing the noble lady can claim it as her dower. 

1119. 
" Yet never would the matter have come to such a pass, 
Had we not had,'* said Albrich, " the evil luck, alas ! 
The goodly cap of darkness with Siegfried's self to lose : 
Which fair Kriemhilda's husband was ever wont to use. 

11 20. 
" Now evil unto Siegfried hath happened since the day 
That from our hands the hero the Tamhelm took away, 
And all this land by conquest did to his service bind." 
Then went the treasure-keeper straightway the keys to find. 

1121. 
At the hill-foot were waiting the Queen Kriemhilda's men 
And sundry of her kinsmen ; the treasure bore they then 
Down to the lake-shore, lading their vessel with the same : 
Then o'er the waves they took it and up the Rhine-stream came. 

1122. 
Now may you of this treasure a wondrous story hear : 
It took a dozen wagons it from the mount to bear ; 
Four days and nights they ceased not to carry it away ; 
And each must make the journey, so laden, thrice a day. 

1123. 
Naught else but gold and jewels within this treasure lay ; 
And had one taken from it what would the whole world pay, 
'Twould not have seem'd to eyesight of one mark's value quit. 
Ay ! Not without some reason did Hagen covet it. 
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yi3o- 

hit to the king said Hagen : " No prudent man and wise 
i¥ould leave to such a woman a treasure of this size, 
ji gifts we'll see her spend it and squander the whole store, 
And then the bold Burgundians may rue it evermore." 

XI3I' 
Then answer'd him king Gunther : " To her an oath I swore 

rhat I to her would never do any evil more ; 

And that will I abide by, for she my sister is." 

But thereunto said Hagen : " Let me be blamed for this." 

The oaths that they had taken they reckon'd all for naught. 
And from the widow's keeping the mighty hoard they brought. 
And quietly did Hagen of all the keys get hold. 
Wroth was her brother Gemot when he the truth was told. 



II33- 
Then spake the noble Giselher : " Hagen a deal of ill 

Hath done unto my sister : reckon with him I will. 

And were he not my kinsman, 'twould stand him in his life." 

Then once again to weeping fell Siegfried's widow'd wife. 

Then up and spake Lord Gemot : " Ere we be troubled aye 
By reason of this treasure, we'll take it all away 
And sink it in the Rhine-stream ;. then will it no man's be." 
To Giselher her brother then went she woefully. 

1135- 
She spake : " Beloved brother, thou must take thought for me ; 

Of both my life and substance the guardian thou shouldst be." 

Then spake he to the lady : " This will I undertake 

When we have home returned ; we have a ride to take." 

o 
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1136. 
The king and all his kinsmen now left their land beh 
The best of all were taken that one therein could fini 
None stay'd save Hagen only ; that did he for the ha 
He bore unto Kriemhilda ; with purpose did he wait. 

II37- 
Before the mighty king came back to his home again 
Hagen had meanwhile managed the treasure great to 
Down in the Rhine at Lochheim he sank it bodily. 
He hoped yet to enjoy it : but that was not to be, 

1 138. 

The princes came back shortly, and with them many 
Of her great loss Kriemhilda to make complaint bega 
And all her maids and ladies : great was their grief, in 
Ready with faithful service was Giselher the youth. 

II39- 
They one and all said : " Hagen hath done us a foul 
Then from the princes' anger he kept aloof for long, 
Till he regaih'd their favour ; and so they left him frei 
Vet never to Kriemhilda could he more hateful be. 



Before Hagen of Tronj^ had hidden thus the hoard, 
They made a pact together and with strong oaths assi 
That it should remain hidden as long as each should 
None for himself should take it, nor to another give. 



So now again with sorrow her heart was desolate ; 
First for her husband's murder, and now that her esta 
Had all been taken from her. Thus she became a pre] 
Unto her grief for ever until her dying day. 



XX.] HOW KING ETZEL SENT AFTER KRIEMHILDA. 1 95 

I142. 
After the death of Siegfried, as verily appears, 
With many troubles burthen'd she dwelt for thirteen years; 
And all the while could never forget the warrior dead. 
She aye was faithful to him : that all the people said. 



ADVENTURE XX.— HOW KING ETZEL SENT TO 
BURGUNDY AFTER KRIEMHILDA. 

II43- 
Now on a time it happened that lady Helka died; 

Then was King Etzel minded to woo another bride. 

His friends all bade him look to the land of Burgundy, 

Towards a high-born widow ; Kriemhilda named was she. 

1 144. 
Soon after the fair Helka departed had this life, 

Quoth they : "If thou would'st ever possess a noble wife, — 

The highest and most worthy that king did ever have. 

Then take this self-same lady, widow of Siegfried brave." 

II45- 
" How might that be accomplished," then said the mighty king, 

" Seeing I am a heathen and ne'er had christening ? 

The lady is a Christian ; she never would agree. 

A miracle must happen, if this should ever be." 

1 146. 
The ready ones made answer : " What if perchance she should ? 
With thy high name to help thee and all thy substance good, 
To win the noble lady one very well might try. 
To woo so fair a person would please you verily." 
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II42. 
■^ the death of Siegfried, as veriiy appears, 
h many troubles burthen'd she dwelt for thirteen yeais; 

i all the while could never foiget the warrior dead. 

i aye was faithful to him : that all the people said. 



ENTURE XX. — HOW KING ETZEL SENT TO 
BURGUNDY AFTER KRIEMHILDA. 
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£ : 

■bT ^get made answer: —a mighty margrave he — 
W^ IV^^ riches covet, that were unpraiseworihy, 
(j^ "^ Rhine thy message to bear I shall be glad 
s.':"&ff^&^ ^^ mine own fortune, which from thy hands I had." 



hen wilt thou fare 



(hen spaVe the mighty sovereign 

p seek this lovely lady ? May God give thee defence 
'a fionour in the journey, and eke this lady mine, 
f she to -us, luck helping, a 



Iper spake further : " Ere yet we leave the land, 
LTcboth raiment and weapons 

the princes due honour we may have- 
1 e Rhine-iand five hundred warriors brave. 




;h she was wife unto that knight, 
my sight, 
look disdainfully ; 
right well she pleaseth me." 
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I171. 
Then said the margrave to her : '* Beloved wife of mine, 
The men who hence are riding with me unto the Rhine, 
All kindly must thou offer with them thy stores to share : 
AVhen heroes fare right nobly more stout of heart they are." 

1172. 
She answered : " There is no man who cares to take of me, 
To whom whatever beseemeth I give not willingly, 
Or ever hence depart ye, thou and thy fighting men." 
Then said to her the margrave : " So doth it please me then." 

"73- 
Ay, and what noble garments they from the store-rooms bare ! 

For every noble warrior there was a plenteous share. 

All lined they were with peltry downwards from throat to spur ; 

What best his purpose suited was chosen of Riideger. 

1174. 
Upon the seventh morning from Bechelaren rode 
The host with all his warriors. Weapons and raiment good 
They bore with them in plenty through the Bavarian land ; 
Nor on the road were harassed by any robber band. 

1175. 
Within a twelve days' journey they to the Rhine did ride ; 

The tidings of their coming small chance there was to hide. 

Some to the king gave warning, and eke his men did tell, 

That stranger-guests were coming. The host to asking fell 

1 1 76. 
If they were known to any ? that was he fain to know. 
One saw their sumpter-horses so heavy-laden go : 
That they were very wealthy was plain enough to see. 
In the great town was found them a hostel presently. 
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1165, 
_*0 Bechdaren within the town did fare, 
^ t^Mow travellers bade kindly welcome there, 

^ ooard and lodging. Good quarters each one had. 

^^Golelioda to see him come was glad- 

1 166. 

P well-loved daughter, the little margravine, 
Fjfather'a coming could ne'er have gladder been. 
I £^^^ of Huns' land how glad she was to see ! 
U^ /lobie maiden accosted merrily : 

1167. 
^e welcome my father and his men 1" 
mk her, fair words were spoken then 
ts daughter, hy many a worthy knight. 
F(«eanour GotHnda read ariL;ht. 




" that that may come to pass 
our, how much she doth surpass. 
l.)L'like, in days to be, 

the cjueen's crown willingly." 
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1 183. 

.Then Hagen spake of Tronj^ and in a loud voice cried : 
" Now in God's name be welcome ye thanes who hither ride, 
The Warden of Bechlaren, and each one of his men." 
An honourable greeting the doughty Huns had then. 

1 184. 

King Gunther's nearest kinsmen, came forth to where they were, 

The lord of Metz, Sir Ortwein, then said to Riideger : 
" Ne'er yet in all our life-time have we until this day 
Set eyes on guests so gladly : that may I truly say." 

1185. 
Thanks gave they for the greeting unto the warriors all ; 
So with their noble escort, they went -unto the hall. 
And there they found King Gunther with a gallant company, 
And from his throne upstood he, such was his courtesy. 

1 186. 
With what right courtly breeding did he the envoys meet ! 
Gemot, as well as Gunther, was full of zeal to greet 
The guest and eke his liegemen, as did his rank demand. 
Good Riideger King Gunther himself took by the hand. 

1187. 
Unto the seat he led him, on which himself he sat : 
Then to the strangers served they, — all gladly did they that — 
Of right good mead full beakers, and of the best of wine 
That ever one could meet with in all the land of Rhine. 

1188. 
Now Giselher and Gere had both of them appeared ; 
And Dankwart, too, and Volker, who all of them had heard 
About the guests arriving ; they were in gladsome mood : 
Before the king they greeted the noble knights and good. 



\c. 
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1177. 
-unknown ones were given an abode, 
.me nobles vast was the heed bestow'd : 
lence the warriors to the Rhine had found 

U^gen, if haply he could say. 

1 1 78. 

ht of Tronj^ : " I have not seen them yet, 
ire you when sight of them I get, 
come a- riding into this land. I trow 
strangers if naught of them I know." 

1 1 79. 
:er agyace of lodging had. 

^Hn rich apparel clad, 
md so to court they rode, 
right well-devised in mode. 

o. 

' For all that I can tell— 
r somewhat of a spell — 
Riideger might have, 
noble knight and brave." 

replied straightway, 
^me this day ? " 
dng did forbear, 
•vas Riideger. 



did hasten everyone, 
ve hundred knights stand down, 
right welcome were they made, 
..illantly array'd. 




^{./j." ''""'^ '".'■ "Msfor that, Si^ried i>=ia JES 
^'•f a II J Job-, l:'this be so, indeed, 
" "er will grsint jt^ then she4cro»n s3uS« 
s '•-uus wamors : this have J to declare.' 



^fisn-erVJ (in courteous mood wssie)- 
ifshe perchance agree. 
"> three days' time shall know, 
say unto Btzel, no?" 



ted her. 
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1201. 
they had good lodgings made ready for each guest. 
Dvided were they, that Riideger confessed 
ad friends in plenty amongst King Gunther's men ; 
i once served Hagen, so Hagen served him then. 

1202. 

^er abode there till the third day was come. 

Lg a council summoned, (as was his wise custom) 
og pf his kinsmen if they would deem it right 
•Lriemhild should to Etzel her faith in wedlock plight. 

1203. 
all, save only Hagen, agreed with one accord ; 
le unto the warrior, to Gunther spake this word : 
you are rightly minded, so will you take good heed, 
t, even though she wish it, you will not do this deed." 

1204. 
Old wherefore," answer'd Gunther, "should I not do this 

thing? 
hate'er of love the future unto the queen may bring, 
surely shall not grudge her : sister she is to me. 
Ve ought ourselves to seek it, if for her good it be." 

1205. 
But once again spake Hagen : *' With further talk be done ! 
Knew you as much of Etzel as I of him have known, — 
And were she him to marry, as I have heard you say, — 
Then would you see good reason, at length to rue the day." 

1206. 
•* And wherefore ? " answered Gunther, " since I should take good 

care 
** Never to come so nigh him, e'en though my sister were 
His wife, that I need suffer from any hate of his." 
But once again said Hagen : " I'll ne'er agree to this." 
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1213. 
irrathfuUy cried Giselher, of Ut^ fair the son : 
need not all be traitors, though thou perchance be one 1 
~ lOur doth befall her, right joyful should we be, 
^er thou sayest, Hagen, I'll serve her faithfully." 

1214. 
_ 1 Hagen heard that saying, anger'd was he in mood : 
jiselher and Gemot, proud warriors both and good, 
> mighty Gunther likewise, did all of them agree 
, ; if it pleased Kriemhilda they would no hindrance be. 

1215. 
m spoke the princely Gere : " The lady I'll advise 
It she do let King Etzel find favour in her eyes : 
many knights obey him, and suit and service owe, — 
yet may make her happy in spite of all her woe." 

1216. 
len went the ready warrior where Kriemhild he did see ; 
e graciously received him : how quickly then spake he ! 
Well may you greet me, lady, and give me herald's bread, 
or good luck comes to save you now out of all your need. 

1217. 
For love of you, dear lady, lo ! there hath hither sent 
)ne of the best and greatest that e'er had government 
)'er realm with highest honour, or ever crown shall wear ; 
Vnd noble knights sue for him : your brother bids declare." 

1218. 
Then spake the sorrow-laden : "Now God prohibit thee 
And aU my friends from making a mockery of me ! 
Of me, the poor forlorn one ! what could I be to one 
Who heart-felt love hath ever from a good woman won ? '' 



HOW KING ETZn. S23rr ASTUL TT 4 % > -.^ sy^ 



highborn dame KradlZo* 
'ladder was w JL ' lr. z^ — ire z^^fi'} icsnni. 
bond her in the i2i=aerr siis "vic* iar s^^ ^• 
none the less her vrrreir '^^^^ ancr 



rose and w«it to meet '^-^ . zr?i br tzc sit^- 
-1 unto Etzel's liegcnxan sxs: rz^* a ir* roue rzr^L 
:h but eleven conrrades be --;^«* th.-*: 
^Tship had he, for nerer cLzre r,ii.>sr 

12:27. 

le bade them all be 



ae while before her starcirig they ssv bcr rsiTzravcs rwiis^ 
junts*£ckewart and Gere, — both ti:^'i-^ kririts aiid gc»d- 
jr sake of her, their mistress, doqc s&cTr/d of icrf^ cood. 

1228. 

bey saw besi-^ ''^ting fell manr a lady fair, 

or nothir -row had Kiiemhild any care. 

he raiiT ,m was wet with tear-drops hot, 

'^or fni grave Kiiemhilda's grief to note. 

1229. 
rhv envoy ; ** Daughter of kingly race, 

^ trades who here with me have place, 

grant us that we before you stand 
J errand that brings us to this land/' 

you granted.^ the queen in answer said, 
<id ; for I am purposed 
; thou art a herald good." 
'nwilling was her mood, 
p 
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1237. 
11 likewise give thee, as he doth bid me say — 
;ng thou deignest to wear the crown one dav — 
)ower that ever he unto Helka gave: 
izel's vassals authority shalt have." 

123^- 
the queen : ** What pleasure remains for me in life, 

should covet to be a hero's wife ? 

have I suffered all through the death of one, 

I aye be joyless, until my life be done." 



Most high and noble 



"39- 
nore spake the Hunsman: 

-cn, 

along with Etzel so glorious would be seen, 

ould it be but gladness, if this should come to pass : 

y a handsome warrior the mighty monarch has." 



at 



1240. 
imseb of Queen Helka, the maids that follow thee, 
ike with one another a single company ; 

e warriors shall merry be of mood. 
e, lady ; in sooth 'tis for thy good ! '* 

1241. 
nswer'd : "Now let this parley be 
then come again to me 
:iswer to what you have at heart" 
/arrior agree, and so depart. 

1242. 
hostel had all returned home, 
lady for Giselher to come, 
mother : and unto both did vow, 
^ve weeping was fitting for her now. 



314 1'HB LAV OF THE NIBELUNGS. 

"SS- 
Bat Dangfat anil'd thdi [Huying, until that Rudeger 
All prinUelf did whisper into the great queen's ear, 
Thu all she cm soffer'd he would make good again. 
Wbdcat her great fnjsliHng somevhat began to wane- 

Unto Ae queen thus spake he : " Let now your weeping be. 
If you among the HtmsTolk had ne'er a fiiend save me. 
And all mj tjasty kinsmen, and eke my liegemen true. 
Hath any done you evil right dearly should he me." 

"57. 
Thenoefonh the lady's hamonr somewhat more gentle grew. 
She said : " An oath now give me : whatever men may do 
That yoa will be the fint one to right mine injury." 
Whereto the maigiave answer'd : " That will 1 readily." 

1 258. 
With all his mai did Rudeger swear by an oath to her 
Tltat be would svre h^ tmly ; and that no wairior 
Should eT« aught deny ha, throughout King Etzel's land. 
In what ocmcem'd her honour. So pledged her Riideger's hand. 

Tboi, Udibl-heaited, thought she : "Since on my will to wait 
IVe met with frieods so many, FU let the people prate 
Howe'er th^ have a mind to, ctf me, poor wretched wife ! 
n'hat ii i yet have raigeaiMx for my dear husband's life ? " 

i960. 
^*: "Since Etid hold^h so many knights in fee, 
-nmand them, and do what pleaseth me. 
tte alsoi, 1 shall have much to give ; 
Mxial Wagat of all my goods deprive." 
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1261. 

Rii<ieger thus spake she : " If it were known to me 
iat lie were not an heathen, I would come willingly, 
hitbersoe'er he listeth, and take him for my lord." 
10 margrave answer'd : " Lady, heed not a single word. 

2262. 
He liath so many warriors, who in Christ's feith believe 
hat ^th the king at no time shall you have cause to grieve. 
riiat if your faith should win him to take the Christian life ? 
'lien might you well be happy to be King Etzel's wife." 

1263. 
Then said her brothers also : " Now, sister mine, say * Yes,' 
Vnd so be quit for ever of your unhappiness." 
Thus long did they beseech her, till, full of sorrow, she 
Before the heroes promised King Etzel's wife to be. 

1264. 
She said : '* You will I follow, a queen right sad of heart. 
And fare with you to Huns' land ; so may we now depart, 
When I the friends have found me to bring me to his land." 
To that, before the heroes, fair Kriemhild gave her hand. 

1265. 
Then to her said the margrave : " Hast thou a pair of men. 
To them I can add many : it will be easy then 
To bring you with due honour unto Rhine's further side : 
No longer, mid Burgundians, lady, must thou abide. 

1266. 
•* I have five hundred liegemen, and kinsmen too, of whom 
Thou mayst command the service, — or here, or there at home 
To do thy bidding, lady ; and I will do the same, 
Whene'er thou claim'st my promise, — that so I have no shame. 



B 



^. 



^'^> 






--"'■V 



^■-.!-X>'^- 



If y 

An- 



Co, 



,^H 



% 



-^ -^r^^ ^^ 



-'^-. 



-^ 






'<r -N. 






The 

She 
Th; 

Wh 



^«»<v ^^ 



A ^ 






». * 









■S; ..S. 









^^?^s.v 



^>j. 



^^^■^^^ 






«» K.. 



^Wl Kmt* 



Cci-cr 



•Q?-- 



^::> 

^■^ 









^d,r*« Cte^^V/;.^ 



"^? '^'^ 



VC^; 



•c^ 



•i * 



■Foci. 






•"^ 









Ainipr 



Tia; 



••'iTs 



•»•. 



she 
' ho, 



rjv**. 



T. 






■•^ 



tS;; 









Q%. 






,^ 









'^^.f 



\ 

/ 

I 






<^(o 








.] HOW KING ETZEL SENT AFTER KRIEMHILDA. 21/ 

1273. 
'or if she hence should bring it, I'll wager verily 
vould be in largesse given to stir up hate for me. 
ley have not e'en the horses to carry it away, 
is Hagen's will to keep it, thus unto Kriemhild' say." 

1274. 
ow when she heard this message, smit to the heart was she. 
lie word was likewise carried unto the kings all three, 
'ain would they have gainsaid it, but as this did no good, 
>ir Riid^er the noble outspake in joyous mood : 

1275* 
'*0, mighty Queen, and noble, why grieve ye for this gold? 

When unto you king Etzel such kindliness doth hold, 

That when his eyes behold you, he'll give such riches rare 

That you can never spend it : that, lady, will I swear." 

1276. 
To him the queen made answer : "Most noble Kiideger, 
Never had a king's daughter more wealth bequeath'd to her 
Than that of which Sir Hagen hath now despoiled me." 
Then went her brother Gemot unto the treasury. 

1277. 
By right the king's key took he and put it in the door : 
And gold therefrom withdrew they, that was of Kriemhild's store ; 

rrks full thirty thousand or something more they had : 
'^e the guests to take it : and Gunther was right glad. 
1278. 
.cm Bechelaren, dame Gotelinda's lord, 
./ my lady Kriemhild yet own^ all the hoard 
J it was aforetime when brought from Niblung-land, 
L, nor the queen either, would touch it with our hand. 
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I i rrerpowering. 

'tf^ from the almsjpfii^ 
-g wioie did she di^tazi; 
j:c=c -wt^l a right true hcait 

'V'-Ti::^ are those friends of m 
3 :3r^siim«it to pine ? 

*^ 3e3r ixke company? 
-lEU lurse and raiment buy." 



-gju-^e oasi w e t to the queen : 
t gtsT' oiic I have been 

=::-Js jiti the warrior say, 
- imr f Tt -TT ir day. 



■=^ ■•-ir I bring with roe, 
"-^w r^cic ^ithfiilly. 
*stci ecr Irwvs do part." 
3i:*3 S^ w^ts her sad hK"*- 



XX.] HOW KING ETZEL SENT AFTER KRIEMHILDA. 219 

1285. 
Then led they forth the palfreys, for it was time to go. 
Her friends all fell a-weeping, and many tears did flow. 
The noble lady Ut^ and many a maiden fair 
Showed that for dame Kriemhilda their hearts were full of care. 

1286. 
A hundred highborn maidens along with her she led, 
Who as their rank befitted were all apparelled. 
Then from their eyes bright-shining did many a tear-drop well. 
And yet with Etzel later much pleasure them befell. 

1287. 
Lord Giselher came also and Gemot none the less, 
With many of their household, as bade their courtliness. 
They would their well-loved sister upon her journey bring. 
They led a thousand warriors, a goodly following. 

1288. 
The ever-ready Gere, and Ortwein also came ; 
Rumold the kitchen-master he too must come with them. 
Night-quarters made they ready hard by the Danube side. 
But Gunther from the city did but a small space ride. 

1289. 
Ere from the Rhine they joumey'd they had before them sent 
Their messengers, who swiftly unto the Huns' land went. 
And told the king beforehand how Riideger had done, 
And as a wife for Etzel the noble queen had won. 
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1295. 

hence rode they swiftly forward down through Bavarian land. 
Tie people told the tidings of how a mickle band 
H unknown guests were coming, nigh where a cloister still 
>oth stand, and where Inn river the Danube's flood doth All. 

1296. 
W'ithin the town of Passau there was a bishop's see. 
rhe hostels and the palace stood empty presendy: 
To meet the guests men hied them on to Bavarian ground, 
Where Pilgerin the bishop the fair Kriemhilda found. 

1297. 
The warriors of the country no whit displeased were 
To see hehind her coming so many ladies fair, 
Their eyes upon these daughters of noble knights did rest. 
Good lodging was provided for every noble guest. 

1298. 

The hishop into Passau, his niece beside him, rode ; 
And when among the burghers the news was noised abroad 
That coming was Kriemhilda, their prince's sister's child, 
'Right gladly was she welcomed by sdl the merchant guild. 

1299. 
That they were come to sojourn the bishop fain had known, 
But Eckewart said to him : " It is not to be done ; 
To Riideger's dominions we needs must journey down. 
Where many knights await us : as is to all well-known. '^ 

1300. 
The tidings of their coming now fair Gotlinda knew. 
Straightway she made her ready, her noble daughter too. 
For Riideger had warn'd her that he would deem it good 
If when the queen was coming — to somewhat cheer her mood — 
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1307. 

Rudeger's retainets unto the guests came nigh, 
jht many were the lance-shafts one saw raised up on high, 
— -Aaixiors' hands uplifted, as is the knightly mode; 

- vOien before the ladies praiseworthily they rode. 

1308. 

- _d* brought they to an ending ; then many of the men 
■ iirt-j each other kindly. The fair Godinda then 

- where she saw Kriemhilda they brought upon her way. 
^;y who could serve the ladies had little rest that day. 

1309. 
3 lord of Bechelaren up to his wife did ride; 
J noble lady-margrave was right well satisfied 
it he from the Rhine country all safe and sound had won. 
1 somewhat was her sorrow in happiness undone. 

13 10. 
en she had made him welcome, he bade her on the green 
mount, with all the ladies who in her train were seen, 
m many a noble liegeman was busy as could be ; 
'. service to the ladies was done right readily. 

13". 
kKriemhiid the margravine espied, 
r attendants, she would no nearer ride ; 
i her palfrey at once began to stay, 
R from the saddle to lift her down straightway. 



'iughter leading one saw the bishop soon, 
■rart, to make her unto Gotlinda known; 

-eople made wide the way for this. 
nger did Gotetinda kiss. 
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1319- 
Then Riideger's fair daughter with all her company, 
into the quees approaching, received her lovingly. 
There likewise was her mother, the wife of the margrave, 
fo many a young damsel they kindly greeting gave. 



1320. 
-lands look they with each other, and so together went 
Jnto a wide-room'd palace of fashion excellent, 
_£jfi there, beneath it rushing, one saw the Danube's flood. 
ftrj- sat and took the breezes, and had much pastime good. 

132T. 
Of what they did there further I cannot say a word. 
That so much time was wasted complaints, howe'er, were heard, — 
Made by Kriemhilda's warriors, whose patience thus was tried. 
But with them, from Bechlaren what goodly thanes did ride ! 



By Riideger kind service was amply offer^. 

The queen bestow'd, when leaving, twelve golden bracelets red 
^^^■fia^linda's daughter, and raiment, too, well-wrought : 
^^^^^^Hkel's country herself no better brought. 

^^^^Rheyl 
^^^^^ of all 
^^^^Khat 
^^Hb her host's 



1323. 

Jthey had despoil'd her of all the Niblung gold, 
e of all who saw her she knew to win and hold 
Irhat small wealth remaining she for her use might have. 
h her host's hou se-servants great store of gifts she gave. 




^n her side the lady Gotelind 
^ Rhineland ; to whom she was so kind 
i scarce any among the strangers there 
ler jewels or raiment fine to wear. 



: : 
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1325- 

When they enough had eaten, and time it was to start, 
The mistress of the household proffer'd, with all her heart, 
Most true and loyal service to Etzel's ynfe to-be. 
Then was the fair young maiden embraced right lovingly. 

1326. 
Unto the Queen thus spake she : " If it seem good to you, 
I know that my dear father right gladly this will do : 
He'll send me into Hunsland that I with you may be." 
That she was loyal-hearted Kriemhilda well could see. 

1327. 
In front of Bechelaren the horses had been led ; 
The noble queen already her parting words had said 
Unto the wife and daughter of margrave Rudeger ; 
With greetings, too, departed full many a maiden fair. 

1328. 
They scarce from that day forward saw one another more. 
And when they came to Medlick, lo ! in their hancU men b 
A store of brave gold flagons, wherein, unto the street, 
Wine brought they for the strangers ; to give them welcome m 

1329. 

There was a lord of manor here dwelling, hight Astold ; 

Into the Austrian country the way to ihem he told : 
, By Mautern, somewhat further the Danube stream adown. 

[ There right true service later the mighty queen did own. 



1^ 



1330- 
Unto his niece the bishop a loving farewell bade ; 

To be of cheerful spirit her earnestly he pray'd. 

And win herself such honour as Helka erst had done. 

Ay ! what great honour later amongst the Huns she won ! 



HOW KRIEMHILDA WENT TO THE HUNS. 

the Traisen river the guests they soon did bring ; 
Riideger's retainers served them, unwearying, 
^e Hun-folk riding across the country came, 
(as there mickle honour done to the royal dame. 



a king of the Huns' country did, near the Traisen, own 
/eiy noble stronghold, to everyone well known. 
name was Traisenmauer, where Helka lived of yore, 
id practised such great virtues, scarce met with any more, 



1333- 

ive only in Kriemhilda ;— for she knew how to give ;- 
nd, after a!! her sorrow, was for some joy to live, 
1 that she also honour of Etzel's folk might have; 
tTiich soon, in fullest measure, the heroes to her gave. 



1334- 
fhe sovereignty of Etzel was own'd so far and wide 
That at his court were met with, at every time and tide, 
The bravest of ail warriors whose names were known to fame 
s or heathens : all thither to him came. 



1335- 




which scarce again can come- 
along with heathendom. 
ig each for himself might have, 
easy, plenty to all he gave. 
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ADVENTURE XXII.— HOW ETZEL ESPOUSED 

KRIEMHILDA. 

1336. 
Until the fourth day dawning at Traisenmauer she sta/d. 

The dust upon the roadways meanwhile was never laid ; 

It rose, as from some burning, on every side, like smoke, 

While through the Austrian country came riding EtzeFs folk. 

1337. 
Meanwhile to the king also the news was duly brought ; 

Whereon his former sorrow soon vanished at the thought 

How royally Kriemhilda across the land did ride. 

The king then made him ready to go and meet his bride. 

1338. 
Strange tongues of many rajil^s one heard upon that road, 

As many gallant warriors in front of Etzel rode ; 

Of Christians and of pagans a host exceeding great ; 

And when they met the Lady they went in noble state. 

1339- 
Of Russ and Greek came riding a goodly company, 

And Poles and Wallachs saw one go rushing swiftly by 

Upon their gallant chargers, that mightfully they rode ; 

And nothing was there lacking of native use and mode. 

1340. 
From out of the Kief country rode many a warrior bold ; 
And hordes from wild Petschnegen. These did the custom hold 
Of carrying bow and arrow to shoot birds as they flew ; 1 

AVith strength they pull'd the bow-string, and the full shaft's length ! 
drew^ I 
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1341- 
;re stood upon the Danube, in Austrian land, a town 

Tlie name whereof was Tulna : to her was there made known 

^uU many a foreign custom she had not seen before. 

By many was she welcomed, who through her sufTer'd sore. 

1342. 
As guard before King Etzel a company there rode 
Of mighty men and merry, courtly and high of mood ; 
Of princes four-and-twenty, all great and wealthy men. 
They came to see their Lady, — naught more they ask'd for then. 

1343- 
There also was Duke Ramung, from the Wallachian plain, 

IVho with seven hundred horsemen before her sped amain : 

Like birds of passage flying, one saw them whirling by. 

Prince Gibeche soon foUow'd, with stately chivalry. 

1344. 
Homboge, the aye ready, came with a thousand men, 

And from the king's side turn'd him towards his Lady then. 

As was their country's custom, they raised a mighty shout. 

And all the Hunnish kinsmen in swarms came riding out. 

1345- 
Also there came from Denmark Haward the valiant one. 

And ever-ready Iring, to falseness all unknown ; 

And Irnfried of Thuringia, a goodly man was he ! 

So welcomed they Kriemhilda, she needs must honoured be. 

1346. 
With their twelve hundred liegemen the host they rode before. 
Sir Bloedelin came also with thrice a thousand more — 
The brother of King Etzel from out of Hungary : 
Right royally escorted unto the queen rode he. 
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1347- 

And last of all King Etzel ; and with him Dietrich came 

\Vlzh ail his chosen comrades and many a knight of fame, 
RU'nt noOLe and pnusevorthy, and valiant and good. 
VYhereat was dame Kriemhilda much lightsomer of mood. 

1348. 

Then, to the princess speaking, the nobler Riideger 

Said : ** Lady, I will welcome the mighty sovran here. 
And whomsoever I bid you to kiss, so do it then : 
You must not give like greeting to all of Etzel's men." 

1349- 

Then down from off her palfrey the high-bom queen they took ; 

Whereon the mighty Etzel no more delay could brook. 

He from his steed dismounted with many a bold knight too : 

And then one saw him bhthely towards Kriemhilda go. 

1350- 
Two rich and mighty princes, as has to us been told, 

Were standing near the lady her garment's train to hold, 

What time the royal Etzel went forward her to meet. 

The noble prince with kisses then did she kindly greet. 

1351- 
She raised the veil that screened her ; her dainty colour glow'd 

Out of its golden setting ; and many a knight avowed 

That ne'er could Lady Helka have shown a face more fair. 

King Etzel's brother, Bloedelin, was standing very near. 

1352. 
Him Riideger the margrave bade her to kiss ; and eke 

King Gibeche ; and Dietrich, who was not far to seek. 

A dozen of the warriors were kiss'd by Etzel's bride ; 

Then gave she other greeting to many a knight beside. 
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1353- 
Now all the while that Etzel did by Kriemhilda stay 

Thke younger men were busy (as such would be to^ay) 

MTith many mighty tiltings ; one saw then how they rode ; 

Soth Christian knights and heathen, each following their mode. 

1354. 
How knightly was the bearing of Dietrich's gallant men ! 

Their javelins and lances went flying forth amain 

!High over shields and bucklers, by good knights' hands address'd. 

Then shiver'd were the shield-rims of many a German guest. 

1355- 
Then was a mighty crashing of breaking lance and spear. 

The warriors of the country were all assembled there. 

As were the king's guests also, — a throng of noble men : 

The mighty king was walking with dame Kriemhilda then. 

1356. 
They saw hard by them standing a very noble tent ; 
The plain around was cover'd by many a wooden pent, 
Where folk might sit and rest them when work was duly sped ; 
And many beauteous maidens by heroes there were led 

1357. 
Unto their royal mistress, as she was sitting there 

Upon the rich chair covers. The margrave right good care 

Had taken, so to fit it, that everyone should find 

Kriemhilda's bower delightful : and glad was Etzel's mind. 

1358. 
What Etzel spake unto her it is not mine to say. 

Meanwhile her small white fingers within his right hand lay. 

In loving fashion sat they, for knightly Riideger 

Would have no secret wooing betwixt the king and her. 
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1359- 



[^ 



Straightway commands were given that all the games be 
With honour they were ended and all the din alla/d. 
Into the wooden houses the men of Etzel hied ; 
And folk provided lodging around for far and wide. 

1360. 
The day had reached its ending : they laid them down to s 
Until the light of morning again began to peep. 
Then were the steeds bestridden once more, by many a man: 
Ha, and in Etzel's honour what pastimes then began 1 

1361. 
The king enjoin'd his Hunsmen to do all honour bade. 
Unto Vienna city their way from Tuln they made ; 
There, decked in fine apparel, full many a dame they found; 
King EtzePs wife these welcomed, as in all honour bound. 

1362. 
In all-sufficing plenty whatever they would have 
Was there, already for them. Right many a warrior brave 
With joy the sport awaited. All went to hostelry. 
And soon the royal wedding began right merrily. 

1363- 
But not for all could lodgings be found within the town. 
To such as were not strangers, did Riideger make known 
That they must seek out quarters in country places round. 
I ween there were at all times near dame Kriemhilda found 



1364. 
Dietrich, the noble warrior, and many another knight. 

their slumbers broken by working ere daylight 
That nothi^pg should be lacking to cheer the strangers' mood. 
So Riidege^-and his comrades had rest and pastime good. 
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1365- 
iif r'he marriage was accomplished one day in Whitsuntide, 

: iVhen first the royal Etzel lay by Elriemhilda's side, 

^ Vithin Vienna's city. So many men, thought she, 

r\t her first husband's bidding, she surely ne'er did see. 

1366. 
: Jo those who had not seen her she made herself well known ^ 
"3y gifts ; yea many among them unto the guests did own : 
J* We deemed that dame Kriemhilda had little goods or gold, — 
„But here hath she, by giving, wrought marvels manifold." 

1367. 
■ The merry-making lasted for days full seventeen. 
' And never was there told of another king, I ween, 

"Whose wedding was more noble : such is to us unknown. 

All folk who there were present did new apparel own. 

1368. 
In Netherland, aforetime, thought she, she ne'er had sat 
With such a thfong of warriors. I say, moreover, that, 
If great was Siegfried's substance, he ne'er had, as his men, 
So many noble warriors as stood round Etzel then. 

1369. 
Nor was there ever any who at his wedding-tide 
Of mantles gave so many, so rich and deep and wide ; 
Nor any such good raiment as here there was to don. 
In honour of Kriemhilda was all in this wise done. 

1370. 
Their friends and eke the strangers were all alike of mind. 

That there had been no sparing in gear of any kind. 

Whatever any wanted, that presently he had. 

Yea many a knight through kindness was wellnigh naked made. 
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1371- 
Yet days of old in Rhineland she could not quite forget, 

Beside her noble husband ; and then her eyes grew weL 

She did her best to hide it, lest anyone should see. 

After so many a sorrow much honour now had she. 

1372. 
What others gave in bounty no better was than air 
Compared with Dietrich's giving. Whatever Botlung's heir 
Had given him for largesse, that quickly lavished he. 
Eke Riideger with bounty was marvellously free. 

1373- 
And Bloedelin came also, the prince from Hungary, 

And bade men take whatever in many chests might be 

Of gold and silver pieces : 'twas all to give away. 

Then saw one the king's heroes keeping high holiday. 

1374- 
The players of King Etzel, Warbel and Swemmelin, 

I ween that either of them did at the wedding win 

A thousand marks for certain, or maybe even more, 

What time the fair Kriemhilda her crown by Etzel wore. 

1375- 
Upon the eighteenth morning they from Vienna went. 

Then was in knightly pastime full many a buckler bent. 

By lances that were carried in every warrior's hand. 

Soon came the royal Etzel unto the Hunnish land. 

1376. 
In the old town of Heimburg they rested overnight. 
By then the throng of people could no one tell aright, 
Nor with what strength of numbers they overspread the groui . 
Ay me, and what fair women they in his country found ! 



J 
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. ^^ 



1377- 

it Miesenburg the wealthy unto the boats tbsy t^ck. 

Tie stream with men and horses iras hidden, as :: lick 
Tot otherwise than diy land ; yet ever seemd :o f :▼. 
^he women, travel- weary, had ease and coczSzt: Zfzw. 

1378. 
together had been £isten'd ships many and zi^zz rz<d. 

[*hat they might get no damage from cit'ter wifes :r foic . 

^d many a well-made awning thereover d.c ±^7 srxji. 

itS if they still beneath them had land and c^e- -z'lll-i. 

1379- 

\t EtzelbuTg, before them, arrived these tf iir^ "Lz-t^ 

SVhereat was great rejoicing of women and oc zitn. 
The ladies of Queen Helka, who erewhLe wfre "--rr cir*. 
5oon many days and happy did with Krie^ililii sc^ir-i 

1380- 
rhere stood and waited for her foil manv a r>:':le —.?-' -= 

On whom abundant sorrow since Helka's dei± hid vr^ i 

The daughters of kings seven stiZ there Krleci ill ji fztzziL 

Who were the pride and glory of EtzeTs jizd 2z-jizd. 

1381. 
The maMen lady Herrat, still of them 2II hsii care- 
Queen Helka's sister's daughter, of many rirr.^ rir*. 
The bride betroth'd of Dietrich, child of a ki- 2 -x '^za^ 
The daughter, too, of Nentwein : to horvscr zrtaz \.'jt c 

1382- 

Unto the guests' arrival she lookr'd with owd rlr — i.^ 

Whereto great stores and treasoie were al«o z'^-v^ 2r-a.c« 
How later the king feasted— who crjclc it al c«tr,^'> ? 
And with a queen at no time did HurisE^tr. ''j^*s &/*: 
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1383- 
As with his wife beside him the king rode from the strand. 
The nobte dame Kriemhilda was given to understand 
The name of every lady, the better them to greet. 
Ay, mightily she bore her sitting in Helka's seat, 

1384. 
To her was iaithful service render'd right readily. 
Wherefore the queen divided her gold and jewelry, 
Her silver and apparel ; whate'er she did convey 
From over Rhine to Hunsland must all be given away. 

1385- 
Also with suit and service subject to her, from then. 
Were all of the king's kinsmen, and likewise all his men. 
Never had Lady Helka enjoy'd such potent sway ; 
So must they serve Kriemhilda until her dying day. 

1386. 
Then stood so high in honour the court and realm around. 
That men came there at all times, and chosen pastime found,- 
To whatsoe'er it might be that each one's heart did lean, — 
Be it the king's good favour or bounty of the queen. 



ADVENTURE XXIII.— HOW KRIEMHILDA THOUGHT 
TO AVENGE HER INJURY. 

1387- 
In great estate of honour, as truly doth appear, 
They dwelt with one another until the seventh year. 
During this time the king's wife brought forth a son and heir; 
Whereat the royal Etzel could ne'er be happier. 
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1388. 
)h^ would not be persuaded to be content with aught 
But that the child of Etzel should to the font be brought, 
With Christian rites according. Ortlieb they named the hoy : 
W^hich all through Etzel's country was cause of mickle joy. 

1389. 
Whatever noble virtues in Lady Helka lay. 
To match them dame Kriemhilda e'er studied, day by day. 
The customs soon were taught her, by Herrat, maid iorrjm. 
Who with a secret longing for Helka still did mourn. 

1390. 

To native folk and strangers she now was widely knows : 
^Twas said of her, that never did any king's land own 
A better, milder mistress ; right sure of this they were. 
Such fame she bore in Hunsland until the thirteenth year. 

1391- 

Now since she knew for certain that none wouid her gLmssr 

E'en as kings' warriors mosdy their princes' wiieB oin:\ . — 
And as twelve kings before her were ever seen to cjiq*:, 
She thought on all the sorrows that she had knywD at ii'jiitt. 

1392. 

She thought, too, of the honours that once in Sl'-S.^^i^- iz^i 
Had been in her possession; and which by Hagest :a.%^ 
At time of Siegfried's murder, were wholly doot zw^fx : 
And whether he might ever for that be made to pay, 

1393- 

" It might be, could I bring him by some mtant Vj thit it*^/ - 
She dreamt that she was walking, and near her, clvi^ a* >^ 
Was Giselher, her brother, and in her gentle ilttp 
She kissed him very often. He soon had cautc to wt^/ * 
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1394. 
I ween some evil devil Kriemhilda did provoke 

That with her brother Gunther her friendship now she broke, 

Whom she, in full forgiveness, kiss'd on Burgundian soil 

Then with hot tears began she once more her robe to spoil 

1395- 
And ever, late and early, within her heart it wrought 

How, ¥athout fault on her part, she had thereto been brought, 

That henceforth with a heathen she must in wedlock live ; 

This bitterness did Hagen and Gunther, too, contrive. 

1396. 
The wish that dwelt within her ne'er let her heart alone ; 
Thought she : " I am so mighty, and such great riches own, 
That on my foes in vengeance some ill I may repay. 
Thus would I do right gladly to Hagen of Tronjd 

1397- 
** My heart is longing sorely for my dear faithful one : 

Might I but get them near me who ill to me have done. 

So would I take full vengeance for my beloved's life ; — 

Scarce can I bide their coming ; " so murmur'd Etzel's wife. 

1398. 
The whole of the king's liegemen held highly in esteem 
The warriors of Kriemhilda : and well it was, I deem. 
Her treasurer ^as Eckwart, — good friends thereby he made. 
Nor could Kriemhilda's wishes by any be gainsaid. 

1399- 
Noi;^ was she ever thinking : "« I will beseech the king ! ** 

To wit, that of his goodness he would allow this thing. 

That unto the Hun-country her kinsmen might be brought. 

But no one there discovered the queen's unholy thought. 
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1400. 
It came to pass one night-time, as by the king she lay, 
[His arms were cast about her, as was his wont alway, 
Loving the noble lady : for she was as his life) 
That of her foes was thinking the fair and noble wife. 

1401. 
And to the king thus spake she : " My ever dear good lord, 
I fain would ask a favour, if thou wouldst such accord : 
If I am worthy of it, that thou shouldst let me see 
Whether my friends and kinsmen thou lovest verily." 

1402. 
Then spake the mighty sovran, and guileless was his mood : 
" I would have thee believe that, if any grace or good 
Be done unto those warriors, I must thereat be glad. 
Since I by love of woman ne^er better friends have made." 

1403. 
And yet again the queen spake : ** To thee it hath been said, 
That I have high-born kinsmen ; and this my grief hath made 
That they have never troubled to come to see me here. 
I hear the people call me naught else but foreigner." 

1404. 
Whereunto answered Etzel : ** Beloved lady mine. 
If not too far it seemeth, so will I from the Rhine 
Bid all unto my kingdom whom thou art fain to see." 
When thus she learnt bis purpose right glad at heart was she. 

1405. 
She said: "If thou right truly wouldst serve me, master mine. 
So wilt thou send an envoy to Worms beyond the Rhine. 
That I may tell my kinsfolk all that I have in mind. 
Then many a knight right noble his way to us shall find." 



] 
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1406. 
•* Whenever thou commandest," said he, ** it shall be done. 
Thou canst not be so eager thy friends ta look upon 
As I of noble Ut^ the sons to see am fain ; 
That we are still such strangers hath caused me mickle pain. 

1407. 
" And if it should content thee, beloved lady mine, 
So will I send right gladly, unto those friends of thine. 
My players on the fiddle to the Burgundian land," 
To bring the worthy fiddlers straightway he gave command. 

1408. 
They hastened very quickly to where King Etzel sat. 
And eke the queen beside him. He told them both, how that 
As envoys they were chosen to Burgundy to fare. 
For them he bade his people rich raiment to prepare. 

1409. 
For four-and-twenty warriors was new apparel made ; 
And by the king their errand was also to them said : 
How Gunther and his people to bring there they should seek. 
But fain was Lady Kriemhild apart with them to speak. 

1410. 
Then said the king most mighty : " Now hark ye what to do ! 
All that is good and kindly I bid my friends, by you ; 
If they vouchsafe to journey unto my kingdom here. 
Ne'er yet have I had knowledge of guests as these so dear. 

1411. 
" And if they so be minded ray will herein to do, 
These kinsmen of Kriemhilda, then must they not forego 
To come to us this summer, to keep my wedding-feast ; 
For much on my wife's kindred my happiness doth rest" 
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141 2. 

Then spake the fiddle-plajer, the hangfrty ScrnvenzmtiirL 1 
When win in this your kingdooi jour w^di^cg-fiera: ZG^r 
That we to your friends jcmder unemnglT 01217 se?.*' 
!lien answer made King Etiel : '^ On next JJliigrmmifr-diy "^ 

* We'll do as thou dost bid xis/' made answer Wgrei:::. 
Then gave the queen an order that they he broTuz^r w.'r.'n 
iler private room in secret, to speak with her 2L:ce. 
iVhereof soon many a warrior bat sorry ccciS^ct woe 

1414. 

To both the envoys spake she : ** Well shall it be for tc- 
[f you my will and purpose right fihhfulj stslL do, 
Ajid say whate'er I bid you when to my home roa go ; 
In goods I'll make you wealthy, and raiment rich bestow. 

1415- 
^* What friends of mine soever ye see and meet with there 

At Worms on the Rhine river, take heed lest ye declare 

That ye have ever seen me in melancholy mood : 

And bear my greeting unto those heroes bold and good. 

1416. 

" To what the king requireth b^ them that they agree. 
And thereby let them make me from all my trouble free. 
The Huns may well beHeve that I have no friends at all. 
Were I a knight, I'd ever be ready at their call. 

1417. 
" And to my noble brother, to Gemot eke say ye 
That in the world is no one I hold more lovingly : 
Our best of friends and kinsmen bid him unto this land 
To bring, that so the better we may in honour stand 

R 
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1418. 
" To Giselher say also that he must not forget 
That never have I suffered by fault of his as yet : 
Wherefore would I right gladly set eyes on him again ; 
And, for the faith he show'd me, to see him here am fain. 

1419. 
" And also tell my mother what honours now I bear. 
If Hagen, too, of Tronj^ shall still be dwelling there 
By whom shall they more fitly be through the country shown? 
To him the roads to Hunsland from childhood have been known." 

1420. 
Unknowing were the envoys what meaning therein lay, 
That Hagen, knight of Tronj^, on no account should stay 
Behind the rest in Rhineland. Soon woe for them it made : 
With him was many a warrior to cruel death betrayed. 

1421. 
With message and with letters they were provided now : 
To live henceforth in plenty of wealth they had enow. 
Their leave they took of Etzel and of his lady fair. 
And clad in rich apparel a goodly sight they were. 



ADVENTURE XXIV.— HOW W'ERBEL ANT) 
SCHWEMMEL DID THEIR ERRAND. 

1422. 

^Vhen Etzel to the Rhineland had sent his embassy, 
The news thereof right swiftly from land to land did fly : 
He greeting gave and bade them, by messengers right fleet, 
To come unto his feasting : whence many death did meet. 
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1423- 
From out the Huns' dominions the envoys swiftly went 

To the Burgundian country ; for thither were they sent 

Three noble kings to summon, and eke their chivalry, 

To come and visit Etzel : so rode they speedily. 

1424. 
First were they on their journey to Bechelaren brought ; 
The folk there served them gladly. That he might fail in naught 
By them unto the Rhineland sent greeting Riideger, 
As also did Gotlinda and eke their daughter dear. 

1425- 
Nor did they send them further without a proper meed, 

Whereby the men of Etzel made all the better speed. 

To Ut^ and her children sent message Riideger, 

To say there lived no margrave who meant them kindlier. 

1426. 
Unto Brunhilda also a kindly greeting went, 
Of good faith ever steadfast, and friendliest intent. 
When they these words had taken, forth would the envoys fare : 
That God in Heaven would keep them, was Gotelinda's prayer. 

1427. 
Ere yet the envoys fully had crossed Bavarian ground. 
The ever-ready Werbel the worthy bishop found. 
What message for his kinsmen upon the Rhine he told 
Thereof I have no knowledge ; save that in ruddy gold 

1428. 
He gave the twain a token before he let them ride. 
Quoth Pilgerin the bishop : " And could I at my side 
See them, so were I happy, — these sister's sons of mine : 
Scarce can I come to see them, myself, unto the Rhine." 
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1429. 
The ways by which they traveird o'er land unto the Rhine, 
I cannot say for certain. Silver and raiment fine 
By none from them was stolen : men fear'd their lord's despite — 
That king of noble lineage — ay, potent was his might ! 

1430. 
In the Burgundian country, to Worms upon the Rhine 
Came, after twelve days' riding, Werbel and Schwemmelin. 
Unto the king the tidings were told, and to his men, 
Of foreign envoys coming. Gunther made question then. 

1431- 
Quoth he, the Lord of Rhineland : " Who can to us declare 

Whence come these foreign riders that through our country fare ? " 

But that was known to no one : till Hagen of Tronjd, 

As soon as he had seen them, did thus to Gunther say : 

1432. 
" Strange news to us is coming that much I will aver. 

The fiddle-players of Etzel I have but now seen here. 

Unto the Rhine your sister hath sent them, verily ; 

For sake of both their sovereigns right welcome must they be." 

1433- 
Meanwhile before the palace in full array they rode ; 

No prince's minstrels ever in nobler fashion show'd. 

The royal court-folk hasten'd to meet them presently : 

They bade men take their mantles and found them hostelry. 

1434. 
Their travelling clothes were costly, with work so deftly done 

That they might well with honour before the king have gone. 

Yet in the same apparel to court they would not go : 

Who cared for it might have it, the envoys let men know. 
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1435- 
Without delay they met with folk who were well content 

To take the clothing gladly ; and unto them 'twas sent. 

And thereupon the strangers put on far better gear, 

As it behoves kings' heralds in full array to wear. 

1436. 
So went, when leave was given, to where the monarch sat 
Those followers of Etzel : and all were glad thereat. 
With courtesy did Hagen towards the heralds make, 
And gave them kindly greeting, for which their thanks they spake. 

1437- 
To learn from them the tidings to questioning he fell, 

If Etzel and his lieges were faring all right well ? 

Then answered him the minstrel : " Ne'er throve the country more. 

Nor were the folk so happy, — of that thou may'st be sure." 

1438. 
Towards the host then went they. Crowded the palace was ; 
Unto the guests was oflfer'd such kindly welcome as 
In foreign kings' dominions is ever given of right. 
And there, in Gunther's service, found Werbel many a knight. 

1439- 
And graciously King Gunther began to greet them then : 

" Be both of ye right welcome, ye Hunnish minstrelmen. 

And your companions also. Ye are, I understand, 

Sent hither by great Etzel to the Burgundian land?" 

1440. 
Before the king they bow'd them, and then spake Werbelin : 
" To thee his service offers that well-loved lord of mine ; 
And to this land thy sister Kriemhilda greeting saith. 
They send us to you warriors trusting in your good faith." 
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1441. 
The mighty prince made answer : " Of this right glad am I. 
And tell me how is Etzel," so did the king reply. 
" And eke my sister Kriemhild, yonder in Hunnish land ? " 
Then spake the fiddle-player : " I'll answer this demand. 

1442. 
" Of this ye may be certain, that never yet there were 
Two folks who lived together more happy than this pair ; 
And all the knights around them, their kinsfolk and their men. 
When on this ride we started, right joyous were they then." 

1443- 
" Gramercy for the greeting he hath sent me this day, 

And thank my sister also ; since it be as ye say, 

That all live in contentment, ruler and ruled as well : 

For I with some misgiving, ask'd ye the news to tell." 

1444. 
The king's two younger brothers had likewise come by now : 
For they the news from HunSland but now had got to know. 
And Giselher right gladly, for his dear sister's sake, 
Set eyes upon the envoys and kindly to them spake. 

1445- - 
" Right welcome must ye heralds be unto me and mine, 

And if ye rode more often hither unto the Rhine, 

Friends would ye find here always rejoicing ye to see. 

That aught should here befall you small peril can there be." 

1446. 
" We trust you in all honour," made answer Schwemmelin. 
" And never can I tell you by any wit of mine. 
How Etzel hath enjoin'd us to greet you lovingly, 
As hath your noble sister, who there hath honour high. 
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1447. 
''Of former faith and kindness the queen doth yon remind. 

And how with heart and body you aye to her inclined. 

But to the king's self firstly have we been sent, to pray 

That into fLtzel's country ye deign to take your way. 

1448. 
" That we thereto should urge ye hath given strict command 
The rich and mighty Etzel, who likewise doth demand 
That if ye by your sister would not again be seen, 
Then would he fain have knowledge of what his fault hath been 

1449. 
" That ye are strangers to him, and to his country, too ; 
For if the Queen Kriemhilda were all unknown to yon. 
Still he himself were worthy for you to care to see. 
And were this thing to happen, 'twould please him verily. " 

1450- 
Then spake the royal Gunther : "A week from now beii:g gor.*:, 

So will I give you tidings of what conclusion 

My friends and I have come to. Meanwhile for you 'twere Leu 

To go unto your hostel, and may ye have good rest." 

1451- 

But Werbelin spake further : " If such a thing m'y^ht be, 

Fain would we have permission my lady fir&t to see — 
I mean the mighty Ut^, — before our rest we seek. 
Then Giselher the noble in courtly wise did speak : 

1452- 
" That no man shall deny you ; and if to her ye go, 

Ye will my mother's pleasure right well accompVihh fKO : 

For gladly will she see ye ; and for my sister's sake, 

The Lady Kriemhild namely, you welcome will slie make. 
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1453- 
So Giselher he brought them to where they found the dame. 

With joy she saw the heralds who from the Huns' land came ; 

And heartily did greet them, so kindly was her mood. 

Then told they her the tidings those courtly heralds good. 

1454- 
Spake Schwemmelin in this wise : *' My lady sends to thee 

Her faithful love and duty ; and if it so might be 

That she could see you often, she bids you to believe 

That in this world would nothing more gladness to her give." 

1455- 
Whereto the queen made answer : " Alas, it may not be ! 

Often as I am longing my daughter dear to see, 

Too distant dwelleth from me your noble monarch's wife. 

May she and Etzel ever be blessed in their life. 

1456. 
" But ye must give me warning, ere from this place ye fare, 
When ye will be returning; for heralds saw I ne'er 
For long days past so gladly, as I have look'd on you." 
The squires then gave their promise her will therein to do. 



1457. 
And so unto their hostel the men from Hunsland went. 

Meanwhile for friends and kinsmen the mighty king had sent 

The noble Gunther question put unto every man 

What thought he of the matter. And many then began 

1458. 
To say that he might fairly ride unto Etzel's land. 

So counselled him the warriors who did around him stand. 

Excepting only Hagen, — to whom 'twas bitter woe. 

He told the king in secret : " Thou wilt thyself undo. 
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1465. 
Then spake the kitchen-master, Rumold the worthy thane: 
" Here friends and strangers can ye right easily maintain 
As ye yourselves are willing : your stores are full, I trow; 
And ne'er, I ween, hath Hagen betray'd you hitherto. 

1466. 
" If ye will heed not Hagen, Rumold now counsels you— 
And I have ever served you with love and service true — 
That here ye fain should tarry, out of good will to me, 
And let King Etzel yonder along with Kriemhild be. 

1467. 
" How otherwise in this world could ye e'er better live? 
In spite of all your foemen here may you right well thrive ; 
You may your bodies freely with raiment rich endue. 
And wine drink of the choicest, and winsome maidens woo. 

1468. 
" Meats, too, are set before ye, — the best that e'er were brou^t 
To any king in this world ; and if this all were naught, 
You should, methinks, remain here for sake of your fair wife,— 
Ere in such childish fashion you seek to risk your life. 

1469. 
" I counsel your abiding : rich is your heritage. 
At home can vassals better to you redeem their pledge 
Than yonder 'mid the Hun-folk. Who knows how things be 

there ? 
My lords, go ye not thither : thus Rumold doth declare ! " 

1470. 
Thereunto answered Gemot : " Here will we tarry not. 
Since we such friendly bidding have from my sister got, 
And from the mighty Etzel. Why put the thing aside? 
Who goes not gladly with us may e'en at home abide." 
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1471. 
And thereto answered Hagen : " See lest ye take amiss 
The words that I have spoken, however ye do in this. 
I give you faithful counsel : as ye regard your life, 
Go well-arm'd to the Hun-folk, as if for battle- strife. 

1472. 
** Will ye not be dissuaded, so send ye for your men, 
The best that ye can muster or any way can gain ; 
And from them all I'll choose ye a thousand warriors good : 
So may ye fear no evil from angry Kriemhild's mood." 

1473- 
" That rede I'll gladly follow," the king in answer said. 

Then sent he heralds riding, who through his kingdom sped. 

And so they brought the warriors, three thousand men or more. 

They dreamt not of the evil that lay for them in store. 

1474. 
All through the lands of Gunther right joyously they rode. 
On every man a charger and raiment were bestow'd — 
Of those who were to journey away from Burgundy. 
A goodly number followed the king right willingly. 

1475. 
Then Hagen, lord of Tronj^, his brother Dankwart bade 

The four score knights who served them unto the Rhine to lead. 

They came in knightly order ; with arms and wearing gear 

Within King Gunther's borders right soon did they appear. 

1476. 
Now came the gallant Volker, — a high-born minstrel he, — 
To join with thirty liegemen the royal company. 
Such splendid raiment had they, a king had worn it well. 
That he would ride to Hunsland, to Gunther bade he tell. 
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1477. 
Now who was this same Volker I fain would let you know: 

He was of noble lineage ; to him did fealty owe 

In the Burgundian country, full many a noble knight. 

Because he play'd the fiddle he was the Minstrel hight. 

1478. 
Then Hagen chose the thousand : they were to him well-knoi 
And what in hard-fought battles their strength of hand had d( 
And all they e'er had ventured, that had he seen full well 
No man of aught save valour in all their deeds could telL 

1479. 
The envoys of Kriemhilda were sore discomfited, 
For they of both their rujers the wrath began to dread ; 
And leave they daily sought for, that they might thence b^oi 
But Hagen would not grant it : through cunning that was doi 

1480. 
He said unto his masters : " We must be on our guard 
Lest we to go allow them, before we are prepared 
Within a week thereafter to EtzeFs land to go. 
If any ill-will bear us, thus shall we better know. 



1481. 
** So shall not Dame Kriemhilda be taking heed hereto, 
That any, by her counsel, should evil to us do. 
And if it be her purpose her own may be the pain : 
With us to Hunsland take we so many chosen men." 

1482. 
Their bucklers, then, and saddles, and all of such like gear 
As they to Etzel's country had in their minds to bear, 
By many valiant liegemen for use were ready made. 
The envoys of Kriemhilda were unto Gunther bade. 
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1483. 
nd when the heralds enterd, nuo diem Gazi^ sad : 
The king will take the offer to ns bj Ea a fcti-; . 
iDd we will come right gladly un:o his itsi-nL 
md see again our sism : of that douix nx ti i .' 

1484. 

Then spake to them King GuDther : " Cir j^ : _ 

Vhen is this merry -making ? or farhir, os wi^ 
rwerebestihatwecomethither?" TwasS:iTz:i_L 
* Ye must be there for certain ainec Miisrr- ^■- .-. 

MS5. 
rhe king unto them granted, if hap'.y t?.-cT »ir: ■■ — £ 
[For not yet had they done it) to 5ee ie j>i:r.- Z -;3.tai 
rhat they with his approval mi^bt 10 i^ z^^azz -^ r; 
[t was gainsaid by Volker : for her saie -—i zn •-:_ 

14S6. 
" In sooth the Lady Brunhild is not dov io -^ znxii 
For you to look upon her," so spate lie •arriir sj-jz. 
" Wait ye until to-monow, theo her ibev~ it; t:t^ btt' 
So hoped they to behold her; hat it m ziv. zzj \-^ 

.48;. 
The mighty prince then order'd (be b=li '^'At. ^i-i-n ; 
Out of his own great kindness, that fci iiiic^i -- — ^ - 
His gold upon broad buckfeis ; gres: Kore tbs^::" :,i ia 
And by his kinsmen also rich gifb to iLex mtri - .,-> 

1488. 
For Giselher and Getno^ Gere and OrT*£~. t,,: 
ThM they were kindly-beaited r^ht pla£:::T •■■az C;.- icf 
They such abundant largess unto the enrsni ^t- 
That, fearful of their niters, noDe of it vccid ^^i^iii-* 
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Then Werbelin the herald unto the king did say : 
" Your gifts, Lord King, so please ye, let in your kingdom si 
We may not take them with us ; my lord bade us take heed, 
Lest gifts by us be taken : nor is there any need." 

1490. 
Then did the Lord of Rhineland this thing unkindly take. 
That they a great king's treasure of small account should mak< 
So were they bound to take it, his gold and habiting. 
And unto Etzel's country were fain with them to bring. 

• 

1491. 
They would see Ut^ also ere they set forth again. 
So Giselher the ready brought both the minstrelmen 
Unto his mother Utd This word the lady sent : 
That if Kriemhild were honoured her mother was content. 

1492. 
Then bade the queen be given of gold and broidery, 
All for the sake of Kriemhild, — so dear to her was she, — 
And for the sake of Etzel, unto the minstrels both. 
They readily might take it : 'twas done in honest troth. 

1493- 
The messengers' leave-taking was done ; and now they had 

Parted from men and maidens ; and so with hearts right glad 

They rode on into Swabia ; thus far 'twas Gernot's will 

His heroes should escort them, that none might do them ilL 



1494. 
When they, who thus did guard them, parted and homewards rr ^c^ 
In Etzel's power a safeguard they found on ev'ry road, 
Whence none essay'd to rob them of horse or wearing gear. 
And so to Etzel's country they speedily drew near. 
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iVbere'er thcv fooad 3C ^i^'xi i:ii 
SIo# the Barguniaa pecc^ s 
Unio the Hui^folk'i c-ji=7 t 
The news was canini alaj r: 3 



As they by Becheiarec sxcir r 
To Rudder folk to:-: c.— ii 
And also to Godkdi, ■=£ 3^-^ 
That she was soos :o see ±d 



Folk saw how widi -iLe diiz^s 
Until they found Ki::^ E::sl 
And grectiog upon zrK^::^ 
They to the kicg ciiTsri: 



And when the qcecs ie : 
That verily her bii>i-i» 
In mood she was r^^i- ^; 
With costly gifts rewsritd 



" Now Schwemme'.: 
" Tell me which of 
Of whom the best ar.i i 
And, when the news "^ 



■zi v:= SSI 



They said : " One mcrci^ t^.j ie fan-a^ ^ ^ 

And not a good word frooj bha we eerl-r ii^ ^r 

And when the ride to Huas^ard *« tcx^;-. ;t 

Grim Hagen looked not elsew^ trg^ ^ 
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1501. 
" Your brothers here are coming, the noble liings all three, 
Id high and loidly humour. But who with them may be 
That news I cannot give you, seeing I do not Icnow ; 
But Volker the bold roinstrel bath vow'd with them to go." 



" Him could I spare right bliiheiy," in answer spake the quec 
" Since many a time and often here Volker have I seen. 
But fain I am of Hagen, the hero excellent; 
That here we soon shall see him doth give me much ccmien!, 

•SOS- 
Then went the royal lady where she the king did find ; 
How gently Dame Kriemhilda unto him spake her mind! 
"How do the tidings please thee, ray lord beloved," she sail, 
"Now all my heart hath yearned for shall be an:oi]i[.'ii-iiLiJ.' 

1504. 
"Thy will is eke my pleasure," thus did the king reply, 
" Nor any of my kindred so glad to see were I, 
If e'er they should be coming hither unto my land. 
For sake of them that love thee is all my trouble bann'd." 

1505- 

King's officers then straightway commandment gave to all 
That seats should be made ready in palace and in hall, 
Meet for the guests belovW who would be there anon. 
By them, ere long, for Etzel was pleasure all fordone. 



J 
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DVENTURE XXV.— HOW THE LORDS ALL WEXT 

TO THE HUXS 

1506. 
bw let us leave the stoiy of bow tbej prospered tikoc 
le then did never warricxs of higher cocrage hrt 
1 such like state and ^lendoor throczgh anr king^s domain, 
f armour and apparel aU had as tfaej woe 



1507. 
he warden of the Rhineland equipped his warriors boid, 
. thousand knights and sixty, so is the storjr to!d^ 
^th men-at-arms nine thousand for this great festival 
hey whom they left behind them ore long bewail'd them all. 

1 508. 
heir riding gear they carried to Wonns across the coun. 
hereon an aged bishop of Spires spake in this sort 
^nto the comely Ut^ : " Our friends have mind to fiirc 
nto this high assembly : God guard their honour there ! " 



r, 



1509- 
hereon unto her children did noble Ut^ say : 

Ye should, my noble heroes, be here content to stay • 

dreamt a dream this morning, of great dismay and dread • 

Low all the winged creatures within this land were dead." ' 



Who puts his feith m drcamings," then Hagen made renl. 
Knows not the proper meaning that may within them Z 
/hen honour, peradventure, may whoUy be at stakT^ ^ 
'm willing that my masters for court their IcavT^ 
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" We should indeed with gladness ride unto Etzel's land : 
There kings can have the service of many a hero's hand, 
When there we take our part in Kriemhilda's revelry." 
Hagen the journey counselled : he rued it presently. 

1512. 
He would have been against it, if Gemot had not sought 
With ill-advised speeches to set him so at naught : 
Reminding him of Siegfried, the Lady Kriemhild's lord ; 
Said he : " This ride to Hagen is therefore untoward." 

Then Hagen spake, of Tronj^ : " Through fear TU not forego ! 
If such your will is, heroes, 'twere well to buckle to. 
Gladly will I ride with you, e'en unto Etzel's realm." 
Soon by his hand were shatter'd full many a shield and helm. 

The boats were ready waiting, and many a man was there : 
Whate'er they had of clothing on board forthwith they bare. 
Unwearyingly wrought they until the fall of eve ; 
And full of joy and gladness at length their homes they leave. 

1515- 
Their tents and wooden cabins were pitch'd upon the green 

Along the further Rhine-bank. When finish'd this had been, 

The king's fair wife besought him a while there to abide 

For one night would she lay her his manly form beside. 

1516. 
With trumpeting and fluting the early morning brake. 
To warn them to be starting : then did they ready make. 
If any had a sweetheart her to his heart he laid ; — 
For them a bitter parting King Etzel's wife soon made ! 
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1517. 
The sons of the fair Ut^ for vassal had a man 

As bold as he was faithful ; now, when the march began. 

He to the king, in secret, did thus his mind declare. 

Said he : ** It needs most grieve me that to this feast je fine" 

15 18. 
This man by name was Rumold, a knight of ready hand. 
** To whom," so spake he, " leave ye your people and your land ? 
AlaSy that none can turn you, ye warriors, 6om your mood ! 
This message of Kriemhilda's to me ne'er boded good." 

** To thee my realm be trusted, and eke my little son. 
Serve faithfully the ladies ; so let my will be done. 
Shouldst thou see any mourner, 'tis thine to cheer his life. 
No harm will e'er befall us by cause of Etzel's wife." 

1520. 
The horses were awaiting the kings and eke their men ; 
With loving kiss departed full many a husband then. 
Whose heart was full of courage, and body strong with life : 
Soon to be sadly wept for by many a comely wife. 

1521. 
Who saw the eager warriors unto their horses go. 
Saw likewise many a lady there standing in her woe. 
That they for long were parting too surely did they feel. 
Foreboding great disaster. Heart never thus had weal. 

1522. 
Now quickly the Burgundians did on their journey ride. 
Then was there much disturbance through all the country 
On either side the mountains both women wept a nd m 
Howe'er their people bare it forth fared they ^ 
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1523. 

The warriors of Niblung to ride with them had come, 

A thousand men in hauberks, who left behind at home 

Full many a lovely lady, ne'er to be seen again. 

Still wrought the wounds of Siegfried in Kriemhild bitter paio. 

1524- 
Their course they now directed. King Gunther's gallant mm, 

Up through the East Franks' country, towards the River Main;] 

And thither led them Hagen, who knew the road of old. 

Their marshal was Sir Dankwart, Burgundian hero bold. 

1525- 
As they from Eastern Franks' land to Schwanefeld rode on, 

Well might they be to all men by noble bearing known, 

These princes and their kinsmen, heroes deserving fame. 

The king on the twelfth morning unto the Danube came. 

1526. 
Then Hagen, knight of Tronj^, rode of them all foremost; 
Good heart and courage gave he unto the Niblung host. 
The warrior bold dismounted, down on the sand stood he, 
And hastily his warhorse made fast unto a tree. 

1527. 
The stream was overflowing, no skiff was there to see. 

The Nibelungs misdoubted, in great anxiety, 

How they should e'er get over ; the flood was all too wide. 

The gallant knights dismounted hard by the river-side. 

1528- 
" Much damage," said Sir Hagen, "may here be done to thee, 

Ruler of the Rhineland ! Look for thyself and see ; 
The river is o'erflowing, and mighty is its flood. 

1 trow we lose ere nightfall here many a hero good." 
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1519. 

"Wliat art thon casting at me^ Hjgen ? " the grot king spake. 
Seek not again to daont as fat thine own honour's ake. 
"he ford thoa sbalt find for as, vfaich to that land doth czt», 
'hat we both steeds and lainient mxf take there withoat ioss." 

' My life to me," qnoth Hagoi, " is not yet such a load 
rbat I should wish to drowa me in this wide, rashing Sood ! 
?or hy my bands I'd soaacr that many a man should die 
Ln £tzel's conntiy yonder : good-will thocto have I. 

" Proud warriors and goodly, stay by the water then. 
Whilst I along the river myself seek ferrymen, 
Wbo presently will take us across to Gelftat's land." 
Xhen took the doughty Uagen bis good shield in his hand. 

JS3«- 
Well clad was he in armour ; his shield he did thereon, 
And on his head his helmet ; brightly enow it shone. 
Above his harness wore he a sword so broad of blade 
That wounds right deep and ^lastly with either edge it made. 

IS33- 
Then up and down the river he sought some feriyiDan ; 
He heard a splash of water ; to hearken he began. 
Twas made by el6n women within a fbnntain fair. 
Who fain to cool their bodies were bathing themselves there. 



As SOOD as Hagen saw them he slyly 
No sooner had they seen him than 
That thus they had escaped him 
He took their raiment firom tlieait 
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1535- 
Then spake one of the mermaids, Hadburga was she higfat : 

" O Hagen, noble warrior, we'll tell to thee aright, 

How thou upon this journey unto the Huns shalt thrive^ 

If thou, bold thane, our raiment again to us wilt give." 

1536. 
They floated like to sea-birds before him on the flood. 
It seemed to him their foresight must needs be sure and good. 
Whatever they should tell him he, therefore, would believe. 
To whatsoe'er he ask'd them, wise answers they would give. 

1537- 
Said she : " To Etzel's country ye certainly may take 

This ride ; and I am ready my faith thereon to stake. 

That ne'er did heroes journey to any kingdom yet — 

In truth ye may believe it — who did such honour get." 

1538. 
This saying made Sir Hagen within his heart right gay, 

Then gave he them their garments and made no more delay. 

When they their wondrous raiment forthwith had donn'd again, 

The way to Etzel's country aright they did explain. 

1539- 
Then spake the other mermaid, her name was Siegelind : 

" Thee, Hagen, son of Aldrian, to warn I have a mind. 

False was it what my sister to get her clothing said : 

For comest thou to Hunsland, thou'lt sorely be betray'd. 

1540. 
" Ay ! homeward shouldst thou turn thee ; yet is there time to 

spare : 
Seeing that ye, bold heroes, have thus been bidden there. 
That all of you may perish within King Etzel's land. 
Whoe'er goes riding thither hath Death at his right hand." 
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1541- 

But Hagen spake in answer: "Ye fcx^ mc neediessST; 

Wliat rhyme or reason is it that all of ns should die 
Ajxiong the Hunfolk yonder, through hate of any man ? " 
More fully then their meaning to tell him they began. 

154^ 

And one of them spake further : " It most in sooch be tc^ 

TloBt none with life escapeth who to that land doh go. 
Save only the king's chaplain ; that can we soely teC : 
He unto Gunther's kingdom will come back safe aood wrL * 

1543- 
Then, in grim mood, bold Hagen answer cnto her crade : 

** Twere hard to tell my masters what dioc jcjt zicm xaat 

That yonder 'mid the Hunfolk we all miut kise 9=r 

Show us across the water, thou wisest of aH 



'544- 

She said : ^* Against this journey since thou wlx z^xl:rj^ h 

There yonder in a hostel, unto the rirer near, 

A ferryman is dwelling — and none there is 

Then knowing what he wanted be would nx tarry t 

^545- 

But one of them call'd after the knight discoc 

" Nay, wait awhile, Sir Hagen, thou wilt too i 
Hear better how we tell you to cross the sard 
The warden of the marchland by name is Elje V/g^-n 

1546, 

" He hath a brother also, Ge^^ the kci^ » Lt, 
A great lord in Bavaria. Not ea^ wZ k be 
For you to pass his marchea, Ye oc^ to wtC: tewar< 
And with the boatman abo ye needs most deal wzi:^ 
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'547- 
" So grim is he of humour, he will Dot let you go, 
Unless unto the hero some good intent ye show : 
Would ye by him be ferried, give him the payment due. 
This land he hath in keeping, and is to Gelfrat true. 

1548. 
" And if he come not quickly shout to him o'er the flood. 
Say ' Amelrich ' your name is ; — he was a hero good, 
Who, by his foes' contrivance, was driven from this land — 
Whene'er his name is spoken the steersman is at hand." 

"549- 
The haughty Hagen bow'd him before these womenfolk : 
But listening in silence no word again he spoke. 
Then higher up the river he walk'd, along the sand ; 
And there, across the water, he saw a hostel stand. 

1550- 
Then lustily began he to call across the flood: 
" Now, steersman, fetch me over ! " shouted the warrior gooi 
" Of ruddy gold an armlet I'll give thee for reward- 
The matter of my journey, I tell thee, presses hard." 



The boatman was so wealthy to serve he would not brook, 

Wherefore a fee but seldom from anyone he took ; 
His underlings were likewise of high and haughty mood. 

So, still, alone stood Hagen on this side of the flood. 

rS52. 
Then with such might he shouted that, lo, from shore to shore 
The river rang ; the hero of strength had such great store : 
" Now Amelrich come fetch ye. Lord Else's man am I, 
Who had to leave this country by force of enmity." 



I 
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1553- 
Ijgh on his sword an armlet towards him did be hxAd— 
Lll bright and shining was it, compact of ruddy gold— 
rhat he, therefore, m^ht row him across to Gel&afs land, 
rhen took the haughty boatman himself the oar In hand. 

1554. 
rhe fenyman was churlish and obstinate of wiU — 
rhe lust of great possession doth often eod in ill — 
3e wished to earn from H^en that band of gold so led : 
But from the wairiot's weapon grim death he got instead. 

'S5S- 
rhe ferryman pull'd stoutly unto the hitherside ; 
But when the man he found not, whose name he had heard oricd. 
Then was he wroth in earnest At Hagen's face look'd he, 
And thus unto the hero he spake right bitteriy : 

1556- 
" It may be that thou bearest the name of Amelrich ; 
To him of whom I mind me thou art in no wise like ; 
By father and by mother be brother was to me. 
And as thou hast betra/d me, thou here canst bide ! " said he. 

ISS7- 
" Not I, by God Alm^ty ! " thereon, did Hagen meak : 
" I am a stranger warrior, and help for odiets seek. 
Take now in friendly fashion this wage I oBa you 
"to put me o'er the water ; I am your friend light true." 

'SS8- 
The ferryman made answer; " Nay, that diall nerct be ' 
My well-belov6i masters bave many an enemy - ' ^ 

Therefore I row no strangers acna nnto Ibetr t- ^^^ 
If life thou ptizest, quick^ step ont 190a the f 
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1559. 
** Now, do not so," quoth Hagen, " for sorry is my mood, 

But take from me in kindness this band of gold so good, 

A thousand men and horses across the stream to row." 

The boatman grim gave answer : **That will I never do." 

1560. 
A sturdy oar he lifted, mighty and broad of blade, 
And stnlbk a blow at Hagen ; an erring stroke he made. 
And in the boat he staggered and on his knee fell down. 
A ferryman so gruesome Hagen had never known. 

• 
1561. 
And when the haughty stranger still more he would provoke, 
A steering board he wielded, and into splinters broke 
About the head of Hagen. A stalwart man was he ; \ 

Whence came to £lse's boatman much sorrow presently. 

1562. 
In anger fiercely raging, Hagen reach'd out his hand 
In haste to seize his scabbard, wherefrom he drew a brand, 
And smote his head from off him, and dash'd it to the ground. 
Among the proud Burgundians the news flew quickly round. 

1563- 
But at the self-same moment when he the boatman slew, 

The skiff stream-downwards drifted, which gave him cause to rue ; 

For ere in hand he brought it to weary he began, 

Then mighty was the rowing of royal Gunther*s man. 

1564. 
With sturdy strokes the stranger tum'd it about again, 

Until within his hand-grasp the stout oar broke in twain. 
He would, to reach the warriors, a sandy beach have found : 
And having not another, how quickly now he bound 
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1565- 
The splinters with his shield-strap ! 'twas but a slender band 

Towards a coppice steering, he brought the boat to land. 

There on the bank-side standing he found his masters three, 

And liegemen came to meet him, — a goodly company. 

1566. 
Him with kind welcome greeted these noble knights and good. 
But, when they look'd within it, the wherry reek'd with blood 
That from the great wound spurted as he the boatman slew ; 
Then from the warriors Hagen had questions not a few. 

1567. 
No sooner had King Gunther seen the hot blood all red 

Within the vessel washing, than, straightway, thus he said : 

" Come, why not tell me, Hagen, where is the boatman gone ? 

I ween your strength so mighty hath him of life fordone." 

1568. 
With lying words he answer'd : " As I the boat there found 
A desert heath alongside, my hand the rope unbound ; 
But never of a boatman have I to-day had sight. 
Nor here by fault on my part, hath any had despite." 

1569. 
Then one of the Burgundians, the noble Gemot, said : 
" To-day I needs must sorrow for friends soon to be dead ; 
Since we have found no boatman waiting for us at hand, 
How are we to come over ? For that in fear I stand." 

1570. 
Right loudly then cried Hagen : ^* Lay down upon the green^ 
Ye squires, the horses' trappings : I mind me I have been 
The best of all the rowers that on the Rhine were found, 
m wager I can bring you across to Gelfrat's ground/' 



\ 
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1571. 
That they might be the sooner ferried across the flood, 

They drave the horses in it ; whose swimming was so good. 

That, strong as was the current, they cross'd it none the less ; 

Though some far downwards drifted in very weariness. 

1572. 
Their gold and all their baggage unto the ship they bore, 

Since from this journey's ending they now could turn no more. 

And Hagen was the captain ; he ferried to the strand 

Full many a gallant warrior into the unknown land. 

1573- 
Of noble knights a thousand first brought he to the shore, 

And after these his warriors, and ever there were more : 

Of men-at-arms nine thousand he ferried safe to land. 

Nor all day long did weary the gallant Tronian's hand. 

1574. 
When he the whole in safety across the flood had brought, 

The warrior bold and eager of that strange story thought 

Which the wild water-maidens erewhile to him had said. 

Then for King Gunther's chaplain the days were wellnigh sped ! 

1575- 
Amidst the chapel baggage he sought and found the priest, 

Who on his hand was leaning, that on the Pyx did rest. 

But little that avaiPd him when Hagen him did spy : 

The all-forsaken chaplain must suffer grievously. 

1576- 
Out of the skiff he swung him, ere yet a moment pass'd, 
Though many voices shouted : ** Stay him, good sirs, avast" 
Young Giselher fell a-cursing in anger at the sight ; 
Yet would not Hagen heed him, but did it in despite. 
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1583. 

Then spake the lord of Tronj^ : *' This do I with the thou^t 
That, should we on this journey have any cravens brought. 
Who &in would basely leave us, through cowardice of mind. 
They must a shameful ending here in this river find." 

1584. 
A man there was amongst them from Burgundy who came. 
By might of hand a hero, and Volker was his name. 
Right cunningly he utter'd all that was in his mind, 
And whatsoe'er did Hagen this minstrel good did find. 

1585- 
The chargers now were ready, each packhorse had its load. 

So far, the host no damage had suffered on the road 

To daunt them, or to trouble, except the chaplain's loss ; 

Who needs must to the Rhineland on foot the country cross. 



i 



ADVENTURE XXVI.— HOW GELFRAT WAS SLAIN BY 

DANKWART. 

1586. 
When they were all come over unto the further strand, 
The king began to question : '^ Who will throughout this land 
Show us the proper pathways, — lest we should stray afar?" 
Then spake the valiant Volker : " Alone for that I'll care." 

1587. 
" Now bide ye yet," said Hagen, " if squire you be or knight, 

A friend's word should be foUow'd ; that seems to me but right 

I have unwelcome tidings to make known unto ye : 

No more shall we return to the land of Burgundy I 
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^* To-day, at early momiiig; told me memiaideiis two. 
Xhat we should home return not Nov lede I vbat to do : 
X^ook to your weapons, heroes, ye needs most well beware ; 
Here have we mighty foemen, and waifly most iaie. 

1589. 
** I thought to catch her lying, that wily mennaiden : 
She swore that none among ns should ercr come again 
Alive unto our country, except the iciest alone : 
IVhom therefore I this morning have done my best to drown.' 

1590- 
Then quickly flew these tidings, from troop to troop they spread : 

From the keen heroes' faces for giief the coloor fled ; 

To sorrow then b^an they that this coort-ride should lead 

To bitter death as ending: in sooth, they had good need. 

1591. 
Nigh Moeringen the place was where they the flood had cioss'd 
The ferryman of Else there, too, his life had lost. 
And thereupon said Hagen : " Seeing that I have made 
Foes on the road, I doubt not that we shall be waylaid. 

1592. 
" To-day that self-same boatman at early dawn I slew - 
Ye know right well the story. Now bucUe quickly to, 
That if this day should Gelfrat or Else here essay 
To fall upon our people, they shall the damage pay. 

1593- 
" For such bold men I know ye, this cannot fail to be. 
Twere well to let your horses, therefore, go quietly. 
That none should deem we're passing along the r<xids in fli^t,' 
" That counsel will I follow," said Giselher the kmght. -^ 
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1594- 
" But who shall now our people across the country show?" 

They answer'd : " That shall Volker, for right well doth he know 

The highways and the byways, a gallant minstrel he." 

Before their wish was utter'd, the fiddler they could see 

1595- 
Standing well-arm'd before them. He bound his helmet on, 

And on his battle-mantle the glorious colour shone. 

As signal, on a lance-shaft, a pennon red he bore. 

But with the kings, thereafter, he fell on trouble sore. 

1596. 
Meanwhile the boatman's murder became to Gelfrat known 
By message all undoubted ; and eke the news had gone 
To Else the most mighty ; and sore aggrieved were they. 
They sent to call their chieftains, who came without delay. 

1597. 
In space of time the shortest, — I would to you make known,— 

Were seen unto them riding men, who erewhile had done 

Sore scathe and dread achievements in direst stress of war. 

Of such there came to Gelfrat seven hundred men or more. 

1598. 
Their foemen fierce to challenge to ride they then began, 
Led by their lords aforesaid. Too readily they ran 
To catch the doughty strangers and wipe away their shame. 
Of their retainers many by death thereafter came. 

1599- 
Meanwhile, Hagen of Tronj^ for that had taken care ; 

(How could a hero better for all his friends beware ?) 

Together with his liegemen the watch by night kept he. 

As did his brother Dankwart : 'twas done right prudently. 
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I600L 

rhe day its courae bad ended and h^ lacy ^f n: Tngoe 
9e fear'd for friends and conuadcs mrk bexvr axac. aad. aart. 
rheir Toad throughout Bavaiia bcneatfa Aej g:g-<a :3Ks -— -» :_ 
\nd ere they long had ridden the h 

1601. 

On both sides of the roadway bdnr 
rhey heard the tramp of horse-booA, too tiriBr n :xer sese 
rhea spake the gallant Dankwait : " Hoc <ril 3kv itJ- 31 b 
Now fasten on your helmets, — twoc wise »> «xz :3ek ^iua. 

i6o3. 

They halted on their jonroey, naught else was ^ bt asitt. 
They saw how in the darkness the potisfa'c borir'itr< su-xk. 
Until at last would Hagen no longer brook dbaj : 
" Who hunts us on the highway?" to him wcssi Gfjrjc te. 

160J. 

In this wise then the Margrave — be of Banna — vjtkjt : 
" Our foemen we are seeking and now are oo ^bcw sack. 
I know not who hath slain me my ferryman this dxr. 
He was a skilful hero, and sorrow wdl I may.' 

1604. 
To him spake beofTronj^: "And waj that boatman ih-oe? 
He would not take us over. The guilt therctrf is miite. 
For then I slew the warrior ; in sooth, there was good need. 
Since at bis hands I elsewise had got my death ■■«*"■< 

1^5- 
" I oGrer'd him for guerdon good gold and raiment hne 
To feny us, O hero I unto this land of thine. 
Which anger'd him so sorely that he at roe a ! 
Aim'd with a sturdy barge-pole ; then I grew fig^ 
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1606. 

** And clutching at my broadsword, I paid him back again 
With blows that deeply wounded ; so was the hero slain. 
Amends therefore 1*11 make thee, howe'er thou thinkest good." 
Then fell the two to wrangle : both were of stubborn mood. 

1607. 
'< Full well I knew," said Gelfrat, '' that when this way did ride 
Gunther and his retainers, much ill would us betide 
Through Hagen, lord of Tronj^. Not hence alive goes he ; 
For my poor boatman's murder he must the forfeit be." 

1608. 
Above their bucklers bent they their lances for the thrust. 
Sir Gelfrat and Sir Hagen ; each at the other must. 
Then Else, too, and Dankwart came riding gallantly, 
To try each other's mettle ; the fight raged fiercely. 

I 

1609. 
How otherwise might heroes more featly try their strength ? 
By a hard lance-thrust smitten Hagen the bold, at length. 
From off his horse fell backwards, by Gelfi^t's hand laid low. 
His breast-strap broke, so must he the pain of falling know. 

1610. 
Among the yeomen's lances arose a clashing sound. 
Then up again rose Hagen, who, whilom on the ground 
From Gelfrat's blow, had fallen upon the meadow-grass. 
His mood, methinks, to Gelfrat of sort ungentle was. 

1611. 
Who held in charge their horses, that is to me unknown ; 
The twain were now dismounted and on the sand stood down, — 
Hagen, to wit, and (relfrat, who at each other flew ; 
The folk of either aided who of the combat knew. 
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l6i>. 
How m^htfuUy soever Hagen od Gcl&it leapt. 
The noble mai^rave parried ; and with ooe strcAe be swept 
A great piece off his buckler, — that spoiks thcre&om were shed ; 
Whereby King Guather's vassal was wellnigh stricken dead. 

16.3. 
Thereon he unto Dankwart to call aloud began : 
" Dear brother, help me quickly ! for, to, a mighty man 
Hath got me at his mercy ; hell make an end of me ! " 
Then spake the valiant Dankwait 1 "To that I soon will see." 

1614. 
Then nearer sprang the hero and struck so fell a blow 
With keen edge of his weapon, that dead he laid him low. 
Then fain had Else taken some vengeance for the wight ; 
But be and all his people went off in sorry plight. 

1615. 
His brother had been slaughter'd ; himself, too, bad a wound ; 
Full eighty of his wairiors lay there upon the ground 
In grim Death's grip forever ; needs must the hero then 
Turn round and flee for safety before King Gunlher's men. 

16 16. 
Now while they of Bavaria along the road did flee. 
The horrid sounds of slaughter were heard unceasingly. 
So did the men of Tronj^ after their foemen chase, 
Who of defeat had dreamt not; too soon it came to pass. 

1617. 
And while they stin were fleeing, Dankwart the thane call'J out 
"Upon the road nght quickly we ought to turn about -^ 
And let them run at leisure : all wet they are with bU 
Unto our friends return we ; in sooth I deem U goc 
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1618. 

Now when they were returnAi to where the fight had been, 

Spake Hagen, lord of Tronj^ : " Ye heroes, be it seen 

What damage we have suffer'd, and who to us is lost ; 

By reason of this battle which Gelfrat's wrath hath cost" 

1619. 
Four only lost they reckoned ; these must they grieve for well. 
But fully they aveng'd were : for against them there fell 
Of the Bavarian warriors a hundred men and more ; 
Whereby the Tronians' bucklers were dimm'd and wet with gore. 

1620. 
Just then a gleam of moonlight between the clouds did break. 
'' Now look ye well that no one," so to them Hagen spake, 
*' Betray to my dear masters what we have done this day ; 
Let them until the morning free from all trouble stay." 

1621. 
When they who had been fighting had now caught up the rest, 
With weariness the people were grievously distressed. 
" How long," were many asking, " must we be riding yet ? " 
And doughty Dankwart answered : '^ No lodging can we get 

1622. 

'' Until the dawn of morning ye all must onwards ride." 
Volker the quick, who all things did for the folk provide. 
Bade some one ask the marshal : *' Where shall we go towards, 
That we may rest our horses and eke our well-loved lords ? *' 

1623. 
Then spake the doughty Dankwart : " In sooth I cannot say, 
But there must be no resting before the dawn of day ; 
Then, wheresoever we find it, upon the grass we'll lie." 
Some, wheii they heard this bidding, were sore aggrieved thereby. 



.] HOW GELFRAT WAS SLAIX EV ZAXX-W^AAT. Z^' 

1624. 

were they imdiscovei^d br the warm ziofxL^tsiTxs retL 

itil the sun ojHisiiig with his brirts besmis had mer.i 

le day-dawn o'er die moontams ; tfhea mt ±e knu^ iL: ^c:^ 

It they had foug^. The hero spake to rien j p taui iuxlv 

1625. 

How now? ye have, friend Raryn, m^^ink^ 'jur silhI t.-^;:^ 

or this my presence with yoo, «^^«j je riiis liive i^ire:: 

b stain with blood yoor aimocrl =cw wtiii iaci iiine ni 

thing?" 
Twas Else, who set on as hst iifpc"* ae xni :ac firu:. 



i626* 
" His ferryman the cause was xhst ve vers ie^ incn 
My brother came, and Gelfrat wzs by 13 T^mf irr. .-t^ 
Then Else fled before us, by cirsst sesd zes^ 
Four men we lost; a hundred oc ±isii wi jssl ±r i* 



1627. 
The place at which diey rested I 'ccw irj: 11 z^.snt 
But all the country people ert rjisi zerjzne: rw-in 
That sons of noble Ute to ccjin wst zil ritiir wrsr 
And thus a hearty wekocie at risai kch isii Ht^r 

I 

The Bishop Pilgrin, un<^ cc ±1*34 v^-j_ -^^^^--^ ^r*» 
Was in his heart well-pxased La ssi-i irjis 11 i?^ 
With such a host of wmionL :ra rrjne r-. i,r. \rj^r. 
That he meant weU unto t^j 
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1636. 
Now God alone must keep us ! " Hagen for answer gave. 
In truth no greater trouble these warriors now have 
lian that, for kings and liegemen, on lodgings we may light, 
inhere we in this same country may lay our heads to-night 

1637. 
' The horses have been ruin'd by roads so far about ; " 
fhus spake the warrior Hagen, '* our stores are all run out ; 
^one can be had for money ; a worthy host we need, 
iVho ere this day is ended will kindly give us bread." 

.1638. 
Spake Eckewart in answer : " A host to you I'll show : 
And such a one ne'er bade you into his house to go, 
In any land whatever, as ye may meet with here 
If ye, good thanes, are willing to visit Riideger. 

1639. 
"He dwells hard by the highway : of hosts he is the best 
That ever had a rooftree. His heart is aye possest 
Of kindness, as of flowers are meadows in sweet May ; 
If he can succour heroes, glad will he be the day." 

1640. 
"Wilt thou then," said King Gunther, "be now my messenger, 
And see if for my pleasure, my kind friend Riideger 
Shelter unto my kinsfolk and all our men will give ? 
So will 1 do my utmost to serve him while I live." 

1641. 

" ril gladly be the envoy," then answer'd Eckewart. 

^ wi TV^ht good will so did he upon the errand start. 
To Riideger declared he what he was bade to say, 
^^^^Q such joyful tidings had heard for many a day. 
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1642. 

Folk saw to Bechelaren a knight ride hastily. 
Him Riideger himself saw : " On yonder road," said he, 
" Comes Eckewart fast riding, of Kriemhild's lieges one." 
He fancied that the foemen some harm to him had done. 

1643. 
Then went he to the gateway where he the envoy found 
Who laid aside his weapon from off his belt unbound. 
The message that he carried he sought not to withhold 
From host and friends about him ; but straight his story told. 

1644. 
Unto the margrave spake he : "I come at the command 
Of Gunther, king and ruler of the Burgundian land, 
And Giselher his brother, and likewise Gemot, too ; 
Each of these warriors sendeth his greeting unto you. 

1645. 
" The like doth also Hagen, as Volker doth as well, 
With true and ready service. And more I have to tell : 
That — as the royal marshal sends word to you by me — 
The good men much are needing your hospitality." 

1646. 
With smiling lips unto him made Riideger reply : 
** Glad am I at your tidings, that kings so great and high 
Deign to bespeak my service : they shall not be denied. 
If they will cross my threshold 'twill give me joy and pride." 

1647. 
" Dankwart the marshal likewise begs you by me to tell 
If you can furnish house-room for all the rest as well : 
For sixty valiant warriors, a thousand knights right good. 
And men-at-arms nine thousand ? " Then joyful was his mood. 



N 
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1648. 

01^ be these guests right welcome/' made answer Riideger, 
-nd all these noble warriors, unto my dwelling here ; 
them, as yet, at no time have I a service done. 
~ ride to meet them, kinsmen and lieges everyone." 

1649. 
.len quickly to their horses hurried each squire and knight 
liate'er their master bade them to all of them seem'd right ; 
nd they in service hasted the readier for that 
laugbt wist yet dame Gotlinda, who in her chamber sat. 



ADVENTURE XXVII.— HOW THEY CAME TO 

BECHELAREN. 

1650. 
Away then went the margrave to where the ladies were. 
His wife and eke their daughter ; — to them the tidings fair 
That had but now been brought him he told right speedily : 
That soon their lad/s brothers beneath their roof would be. 

165 1, 
and well-lov'd sweetheart," so Riideger then spake, 
noble kings and mighty we must right welcome make, 
ley and all their followers are on their way to court, 
[agen, Gunther's liegeman, thou must greet in good sort. 

1652. 
■^ comes another, by name one Dankwart hight ; 
"all'd Volker, a well-bred, courtly knight 
ou, Gotlinda, and thou, my daughter, kiss, 
irrior a fitting welcome miss. 
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This promised both the ladies and did themselves pivpare, 
And sought from oat their coffers for raiment rich to wear, 
That ihey to meet the waniors in fit attire might go. 
Amidst ihe comely damsels there was a great to^o^ 

i6s4- 
Of painted women's faces one found there few enough. 
They wore upon their foreheads bright bands of golden stnf, 
Like costly chaplets £ashion'd, that thus their lovely hair 
The wind should not dishevel : 'tis truth diat I declare. 

^655- 
Now lei DS l«ve the ladies in all this business. 
Across the open country all eager was the press 
Of Raife?^* retainers to where the princes stay'd ; 
Widitt -■»-- »arg«»e's county right welcome were they made. 

1656. 
fc. Av-c as towards him coming the margrave them espied, 
a.^ Rudeger the valiant in words of gladness cried : 
■ S; >-e, my lords, right welcome, and likewise all your men ; 
c glad am I to see you here in my own domaio I" 

'657. 
, ivLth no mishking, the warriors to him bow'd; 
k he all goodwill bore them to all he plainly show-d. 
M he grL-eted Hagen, a friend of old was he; 
^dld the like to Voiker, the knight of Burgundy. 

1658- 
t he also greeted; whereon that bold thane spake: 

u :], giyg yj shelter, pray, who shaU undertake 

r people whom we have brought so fiir?" 
d him the margrave : "This night be freeftnnare. 
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1659. 
Ajnd as to all your people, and aught that in your band, 
Coxses be it, or raiment, hath come unto this land, 
3 safely will I guard them and all from loss insure, 
l^kskt ye shall have no damage, nay, not by a single spur. 

1660. 
pitch your tents, ye yeomen, upon the open ground, 
any loss ye suffer I'm willing to be bound. 
ra.ke off the horses' bridles and let them freely run." 
TYie like to them but seldom a host ere then had done. 

1661. 
E(aght glad of heart the guests were. When all had come to pass, 
Tlie lords rode off together. Then down upon the grass 
On all sides lay the yeomen, and right good rest they had ; 
X iween in all the journey they ne'er so softly laid. 

1662. 
The noble margrave's lady without the castle gate 
Had gone with her fair daughter. One saw there with her wait 
A crowd of lovely women, and many a maiden fair. 
Who wore a store of armlets, and raiment rich and rare. 

1663. 
The precious gems glowed brightly, and might be seen afar 
Upon their rich apparel ; so finely clad they were. 
And now the guests arriving dismounted speedily. 
Ay me ! what gallant breeding showed they of Burgundy ! 

1664. 
Of maidens six-and-thirty and many another dame, 
As ever eye could wish for so fair in form they came. 
And went towards the strangers with many a gallant man. 
Ah, then in sooth fair greetings of noble dames began 1 
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1665. 
Tbcn kiss'd the margiave's daughter the three kings fittingly, 
As also did her mother ; Hagen was standing by. 
Her father bade her kiss him; she cast a look at him. 
And fun had she not done it — she thought he look'd so grim.^ 

1666. 
Yet straightway most she do it, since so the master said ; 
Her cheeks w<ae changed in colour to mingled white and red 
Then I>ankwart likewise kiss'd she, and then the Minstrel too; 
By xeasoa of his valour such greeting was his due. 

1667. 
The maigrave's youthful daughter took presently the hand 
Of Giselher, the warrior from the Burgundian land : 
Her mother, too, did likewise to Gunther, the brave king. 
So vent they with the hooes in gladness revelling. 

1668. 
The hotst along with Gemot went into a wide hall, 
^M:eie they were quickly seated, both knights and ladies all : 
Good wine was cali'd for straightway, which to the guests they 

gave. 
Ay, surely ner» heroes could better treatment have. J 

1669. 
With many an eager cye^glance the men look'd lovingly 
On Rudegers young daughter : she was so fair to see. 
Ay, in his thoughts embraced her full many a warrior good, 
Ashl rliiht wteli she deserved it ; but she was proud of mood : 

167a 
Think m%ht they as it pleased them, such thing could not be 

done« 
And to a:.d m> men s glances meanwhile oft lit upon 

I many a dame and maiden ; plenty were seated there. 
^M tlie noble minstrel unto the host did bear. 
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167 1, 
xrorcling to the custom they sever'd then in two, 
tie iwarriors and the ladies to separate rooms withdrew. 
L the wide hall the tables in order straight were set, 
ad soon the stranger guest-folk with royal service met. 

1672. 
o do her guests more honour the noble margravine 
at down with them at table ; her daughter was unseen, 
«ft ivith the younger children, where fittingly she sat ; 
!*be guests^ who miss'd her presence, were sorely vext thereat. 

1673. 
Vhen meat and drink abundant had been enjoy'd by all 
The ladies fair were usher'd again into the hall. 
fhei-e lack'd not mirthful story, nor jesting manifold : 
^usy of tongue was Volker, a knight of mood right bold. 

1674. 
Thus spake the noble minstrel, aloud that all might heed : 
'* Most rich and noble margrave, God hath with you indeed 
Dealt graciously, in granting so fair a dame for wife, 
And likewise in bestowing on you a joyous life. 

1675- 
" If haply," said the minstrel, " I were a prince of blood, 

And wore the crown of kingship, surely for wife I would 

Make choice of your fair daughter, for her my heart doth woo ; 

Lovesome she is to look on and good and noble too." 

1676. 
Then said to him the margrave : " How could it ever be. 
That any king should ask for my daughter dear of me ? 
We are but stranger-people, my wife as well as I : 
What boots it that the damsel so fair is bodily?" 
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1677. 
To faiK nadc ^bpc ijcnxit, that man of breeding hi^ : 
- If I matui Ibmc s sirsf^bean, my heut to satisfy, 
^ waui£ I smcfa 1 w^esu be cm glad to wed." 
T))^ 3w^ jas Bis vjej in, wiUi kindly speech, and said : 

1678. 
- 1^ sSE ]» be »ggir" r^s^'d Lixd Gtselher should wed : 
Oii t-iaai; mtwaHe r:« mirgnvine is bred, 

Tfan I Bu! aZ in &££:=>ai would serve her willingly, 
U «ct a ;=ovx BTCc rcf die came to Boigundy." 

1679. 
T* Kodexs lbs csv£>^ in cmy way seem'd good, 
Af IkfwiK u Gocfeaii ; ay, both were glad erf" mood. 
A3k£ 9Ka Ae c^nm » cndcrd that she was bride bdoved 
•It <"■-■— »«^ tbe »otu& as wdl a king behoved. 

16S0L 
*^^ angle B toccil : :• happen who may the same gainsay ? 
t'Ontanth Akv faade .±.e iamsd to court to take her way. 
^^^ aoat aa «Kk to ;:re him the winsome maid to wife, 
•*■' *<fc ^ fcm »de. ^coenised to love her as his life. 

^^^^^^k maidai wmant for castles and for land, 
^^^^^^^p^ cvc^-Tr^'d it by oaifa and his right hand, 
^^^^^^P^ lori GenMt, tfa^ thos it should be done. 
^^^^^^F' ^-^^^ 'iri muffxrc : ** Though castles I have noae, 

^■pw^JIiiii: riines in &ithliil friendship b(dd: 
■F^»»=J<i*=fi:::er of silver and of goW 
pIT ^'jV *^ ^ rea naay cany at their bes^ 
^^^^HHC^ "^ "iciiioar, the ben>'s kin may rest." 
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1683. 

The pair were thereon bidden within a ring to stand, 

According to the custom. Of many youths a band, 

In mood for merry-making, stood opposite the twain, 

And thought what they were minded, as youngsters still are fain. 

1684. 
When they began to question, and ask'd the winsome maid 
If she would have the warrior, she was a whit disma/d : 
And yet she still was minded to take the goodly wight ; 
She blushed but at the question, as any maiden might. 

1685. 
Then Riideger her father bade her to answer " Yea ! " 
That she would gladly take him. Whereon, without delay, 
His white hands stretch'd towards her to fold her lovingly. 
Young Giselher came forward, — short though their joy must be ! 

1686. 
** Ye noble kings and mighty,'* thereon the margrave spake ; 
** When home again your journey to Burgundy ye take. 
Then I (as is the custom) will give my child to you, 
That ye may take her with you." That they engaged to do. 

1687. 
Noisy as were the revels, at last they had an end. 
The damsels to their chambers were bidden then to wend ; 
In sleep the guests, too, rested till daybreak did appear; 
Then victuals were made ready ; for all the host took care. 

1688. 
When they their fast had broken fain would they forward go 
Towards the Hunnish country. " I pray you, do not so," 
Besought their host right noble ; " awhile ye yet must stay ; 
Since I no guests so welcome have seen for many a day." . 
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h 
to speak apart withdrew, 

I the lord Dietrich, too : 

5, thou noble warrior good, 

and what may be her mood. 



o. 



" What can I tell you more ? 
\g and wailing sore, — 
manner piteous, 
)r stalwart Siegfried's loss." 

I* 

Lt boldest man declared, 
[he doom whereof weVe heard ; 

there for ourselves to see 
among the Huns shall be." 

I32. 

to court rode on their way 

glorious array, 
among the Hunfolk there 
lat kind of man he were. 




\^. 



t* 



33- 
[(that was enough alone,) 

igfried to death had done, — 

the husband of Krierahild — 

the court was wellnigh fill'd. 

734- 

the hero was, no doubt ; 

lested ; his hair was fleck'd about 

long in the shank was he, 

le walk'd right royally. 
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rs arw -"tsa tbetr way towards him make, 
a what the warrior spake 
T 'lf^ iromey griered him sore : 
^ tL-icii^a bad known and lold before. 




• 3« •ei, ci^ SIT* T!£in w^irccae, Gnnthei and Giselher, 
*. Tit J«irT !t X*:- Jm: ^iiK= : a=d, not the less, Volker 
im =«at iniz. "-sar" Tukvir: I Hare ye not understood 
T'tti J ^ Ttr > hiiisg iero Knemhilda yet doth brood ? " 



' rua c" :^ ir-.-o; it ei«r : ' Hagen in answer said, 
■ *>jr TTT — I j;in£ Ttac a x snce be was stricken dead. 
r"i ii«c aj; < "^ ;c Hi=sCjad is now her duty plain : 
^i^jrasi siii izn^ xsi xned i be comes not back again." 

1716. 

- N--* Jcr .s. 12" I Trease tvm. leave Si^fried's wounds alone ; 
SS"5£sE r>iz:i; N~-i -r--^. p> cveth eril may still be done." 
io ^ai :^ ^kTCie Dwcka. the knight of Bern, declare. 
■* T^oc V^r-g'^f or :ae Nioiongs, to guard thyself beware ! " 



- And w'ziTt::fn shocU I guard me ? " the higb-bom king replied ; 

- Tidirrs « e bad from Ettel (what should I ask beside ?) 
Thar. can:e we hitbtf riding, 'twould give him much conteut 
My s.jter Kiiemhild, likewise, hath many a message sent." 



If I may 1:11 e you counsel," so Hagen to them spake, 
~ 'le noble Dietrich and his good warriors make 

declaration of what they have in mind, 
■o what humour Dame Kriemhild is inclined." 
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1729. 
riien the three mighty chieftains to speak apart withdrew, 
^unther to wit, and Gemot, and the lord Dietrich, too : 
* ^N"ow, knight of Bern, pray tell us, thou noble warrior good, 
iVliat of the queen thou knowest, and what may be her mood. 

1730- 
The knight of Bern made answer : " What can I tell you more ? 

I liear her ev'ry morning weeping and wailing sore, — 

This wedded wife of Etzel — in manner piteous, 

the great God of Heaven, for stalwart Siegfried's loss." 



cc 



1731- 

It may not be averted," — that boldest man declared, 
Volker, the fiddle-player, — " the doom whereof weVe heard ; 
To court we're bound to journey, there for ourselves to see 
What fate for us good warriors among the Huns shall be." 

1732. 
So hence the bold Burgundians to court rode on their way 
After their country's fashion, in glorious array. 
And many a bold man marvell'd among the Hunfolk there 
At Hagen, lord of Tronj^, what kind of man he were. 

1733- 
For since was told the story, (that was enough alone,) 

How he the Netherlander Siegfried to death had done, — 

The stoutest of all warriors, the husband of Kriemhild — 

With questions about Hagen the court was wellnigh fill'd. 

1734. 
Of goodly growth and presence the hero was, no doubt ; 

Broad-shouldered and deep-chested ; his hair was fleck'd about 

With streaks of grisly colour ; long in the shank was he, 

And stony was his visage ; he walk'd right royally. 
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1735- 1 

Then quarters were appointed for the Burgundian men. } 

The whole of Gunther's followers were sunder'd from him then. ^ 

This by the queen was compass'd, with hatred for him fiird ; 

Hence all the yeomen, later, were in their hostel kill'd. 

1736- 
Since Dankwart, Hagen's brother, the marshal had been made, 

The king with zeal commended the men to him ; and bade 

That he would seek their comfort and let them have their fill. 

This chief of the Burgundians bore all of them goodwill. 

1737. 
And now came Queen Kriemhilda with all her company 

That she might greet the Niblungs with feigned courtesy. 

But Giselher, her brother, she kiss'd and took his hand. 

This Hagen saw, and tighter he laced his helmet's band. 

1738. 
** In view of such a greeting," thus Hagen blurted out, 

" A prompt and ready warrior may well have some misdoubt ! 

To kings and to their vassals greetings unlike befall : 

WeVe made no lucky journey to this high festival." 

1739- 
" To those who fain would see thee," said she, " now welcome be : 

Thou shalt not have a greeting for friendship's sake from me. 

Say what it is thou bringest from Worms beyond the Rhine, 

That thou so great a welcome shouldst have from me and mine." 

1740. 
** If I had heard the tidings," so Hagen spake again, 
"That you for gifts were looking at hands of every thane, 
Had I myself been wealthy I would have twice bethought 
Or ever to this country my gifts for you I brought." 
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1741. 
" Tis rather you, who tidings to me should give : to wit, 
The Nibelungen treasure, what have ye done with it ? 
It was mine own possession, and that right well you knew : 
'Twas this ye should have brought me to EtzeFs land with you." 

1742. 
" I' faith, my Lady Kriemhild, 'tis now full many a day 

Since when at my disposal the Niblung treasure lay ; 

At bidding of my masters 'twas sunk in the Rhine-tide : 

There till the Day of Judgment, in sooth, it may abide." 

1743- 
Then spake the queen in answer : " 'Tis even as I thought ! 

Right little of it have you for me to this land brought, 

Although 'twas mine, and whilom within my power it lay ; 

Since when I've spent thereover full many a dreary day." 

1 744. 
" The devil a bit I bring you ! " Sir Hagen fell to swear : 

" I have my shield to carry, and that 's enough to bear, 

Together with my mail-coat ; my helm 's a trifling thing, 

My sword I have in hand though, so naught for you I bring." 

1745- 
Thereon the queen spake loudly unto those warriors all : 

" Let no man any weapon carry into the hall ; 

Give them to me, ye heroes, I'll keep them safe for you ! " 

" Nay, by my troth," cried Hagen, " that will we never do ! 

1746. 
** I covet not the honour, gentle princess and fair, 
That thou unto the hostel my shield thyself shouldst bear. 
Nor other of my weapons : thou hast a queen become ; 
So taught me not my father ; I will be chambergroom." 



When noble Dietrich 
Perchnnce ye fain w- 
Unto ihe sons of Uti 
■Ihe trulh, he thougV 



" lie welcome, sirs, t 
And Gemot, too, an 
And swift and ready 
That o'er her Niblu 



"Then lecher hro 
" For many a long 
To Jove the King 
Siegfried hath lor 




^ -"-^^^^^ E- 3en to in aL: az 
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»tr ji^ed conit^. 



'739- 

thee," said a»e. '"MTBtcnebt; 
for friendihii'! sak: 5jb nt 
jrMn Worms btrood ik Rbift 
^ouldst bare from ik Lid nw.' 



■>' RajTSB spake again, 
^" J" rjndjoferejTthjM, 
■*""--^ iut; mice bethou^i 
■"^" '■''*. J tirought" 
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1753. 

Then one of Kriemhild's liegemen to answer him began : 
" He is by birth of Tronjd, his sire was Aldrian. 
How bUthe so e'er he bears him, he hath a spirit grim. 
You shall yourself discover I tell no lies of him." 

1754. 
" How shall I have occasion to know he is so stern ? " 

(The many sly devices as yet he had to learn, 

Wherewith, to catch her kinsmen, the queen sought to contrive 

That none of them from Hunsland again might come alive.) 

I7S5- 
" Well knew I that same Aldrian, * a liegeman of mine own. 

And here with me he won him much honour and renown. 

'Twas I a knight who dubb'd him, and gave him of my gold ; 

My faithful Helka bore him much kindness, too, of old. 

1756. 

" And all, by that same token, of Hagen know I well. 
Into my hands for hostage two goodly children fell, 
He and the Spanish Walther ; who being to manhood bred, 
I sent back Hagen ; Walther with Hildegunda fled." 

1757. 
He thought of the old stories and all that happ'd of yore. 

His olden friend of Tronjd he gladly saw once more. 

Who in his youth good service to him ne'er faird to lend. 

Soon he in age repaid him by death of many a friend. 
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ADVENTURE XXIX.— HOW HE STOOD NOT UP 
BEFORE HER. 

I7S8- 
This famous p^r of warriors asunder then withdrew, 
Hagen, the lord of Tronj^ and noble Dietrich, too. 
Whereon across his shoulder look'd Gunther's man around 
In hope to see a comrade, whom in a trice he found ; 

1759- 
For there Sir Volker standing ty Giselher he saw ; 
He begg'd that cunning minstrel aside with him to draw, 
For well was he acquainted with his unyielding mood. 
In sooth, he was in all points a warrior bold and good. 

1760. 
They left the lords together standing in the courtyard. 
'Twas seen how they twain only, and not another, fared 
Across the court wide-stretching before a palace great ; 
Those chosen men of valour had fear of no man's hate. 

176.. 

They sat upon a settle against the palace front, 

;d by a hall uhicli Kriemhild herself to use was wont 
noR their bodies their noble raiment shone, 

ho beheld them would gladly them have known. 

176*. 
,-aBts of the forest those haughty heroes then 
■id upon and gazed at by all tie Hunnish men. 
Yife of F" — "^^"^ them athwart a window-pane : 
fiattbj ' da was sorely grieved again. 
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1763. 
t brought to mind her sorrow ; she fell to weeping then, 
Vliereat was mickle marvel among King Etzel's men : 
Vhat could have thus so quickly troubled their lady's mood ? 
)he answer'd : " That hath Hagen, ye heroes bold and good." 

1764. 

Fhey spake unto the lady : " How can this thing have been 

When we ourselves but lately have you so happy seen ? 

JSTone can have been so hardy such evil to have wrought : 

Else bid us to avenge it ; his life shall go for naught." 

• 

1765- 
" For ever would I serve him who would my wrongs repay, 

To give him all he ask'd for I would be ready 'aye. 

Upon my knees I beg you," so spake the royal wife, 

" Avenge me now on Hagen, that he may lose his life." 

1766. 
Then sixty gallant warriors girded their armour on, 
Who, for the love of Kriemhild, were keen to set upon 
And make an end of Hagen — the ever valiant one — 
And likewise of the minstrel. 'Twas all with forethought done. 

1767. 
But when the queen beheld them, how small a band they made, 
In grim and gloomy humour she to the heroes said : 
" Ye must leave unaccomplished what ye would take in hand : 
Ay, never against Hagen so few will dare to stand ! 

1768. 
'* How strong and bold soever Hagen of Tronj^ be, 
The man who sits beside him is stronger far than he, 
Volker, the fiddler, namely ; he is an evil wight. 
These heroes to encounter ye will not find so light." 
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1787. 
" Now tell me, Hagen, who sent to bid you here, 
^ in our country thou darest to appear ? 

who so well knowest what thou hast done to me ? 
u been well advis^ thou best hadst let it be." 

1788. 
hath sent to fetch me," Hagen in answer said : 
*Vier to this country three warriors you bade ; 
•■ers they arc called, to them I service owe. 
royal journey I scarce could fail to go." 

1789. 

le : " Now tell me further, how was it thou didst that 
nich thou hast deserved my everlasting hate ? 

was it who didst Siegfried, my well-loved husband, slay ; 
n I must mourn for ever until my dying day." 

1790. 
<pake : " What boots that further ? Of talk we have no need. 
that self-same Hagen who did to death Siegfried, 
mighty-handed hero. How dearly he repaid 
flouts which Dame Kriemhilda on fair Brunhilda laid ! 

1791. 
is not to be doubted, O great and mighty queen, 
all your baleful sorrows that I have guilty been. 
it man or woman, let them avenge who will ; 

should then gainsay you, I've done you grievous ill." 

1792. 
ow hark ye, warriors, he doth not e'en deny 
k'd my sorrow ! What may befall thereby 
>f Etzel, of no account I hold." 
»ne another those haughty thanes and bold, 

X 
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1799- 
th that the thing was settled, — that none should strike a blow. 

T-iereby the queen was stricken unto the heart with woe. 

&e heroes all disbanded : fearful lest death indeed 

z dealt them by the fiddler : in sooth they had good need. 

1800. 
i:ien spake anon the fiddler : ^' We have right plainly seen 
liat foemen here beset us, as we forewam'd have been. 
« ow to the court return we and seek the sovrans there : 
^hat no one, then, our masters to meet in strife may dare. 

1801. 
' How oft a man, faint-hearted, will let a chance slip by, 
^Then if a friend beside him upheld him cheerfully 
And with good understanding, he would not do the same. 
Right many a man by forethought is saved from loss and shame/' 

1802. 
•• Where you go I will follow," Hagen was quick to say ; 
Then back into the courtyard forthwith they took their way, 
Where still in grand assembly waited the knightly crowd. 
And then the valiant Volker began to speak aloud 

1803. 
And say unto his masters : *' How long here will ye stay 
To let yourselves be crowded ? To court ye should away, 
And from the king discover what he in mind may have." 
Then might one see forgather the heroes good and brave. 

1804. 
The prince of Bern, Sir Dietrich, took hold of by the hand 
Gunther, the mighty ruler of the Burgundian land. 
Imfried was fain with Gemot, that right bold man, to fare. 
And Riideger went walking to court with Giselher. 
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1805. 
Howe'er the rest companion'd, and so to court pass'd on, 
Betwixt Volker and Hagen of parting there was none. 
Save only in one struggle, which ended their two lives, 
And caus'd sad weeping later to many noble wives. 

1806. 
Upon the kings attending one saw to court go then 
Their nobly-born retainers, a thousand gallant men ; 
And sixty warriors also along with them had come ; 
The same that valiant Hagen had brought with him from home. 

1807. 
And Haward eke and Iring, a pair of chosen worth, 
By one another walking, went with the sovrans forth. 
Dankwart and also Wolf hart, a thane of courage rare ; 
These well before the others upheld their honour there. 

1808. 
When came the lord of Rhineland within the palace door, 
Etzel, the mighty monarch refrained himself no more. 
But from his seat upsprang he, seeing him entering, 
A better greeting never was given by a king. 

1809. 
" Be welcome, my lord Gunther, and you, lord Gemot, too, 
And Giselher, your brother. My zealous service true, 
I have already sent you to Worms beyond the Rhine. 
And all your followers also shall welcome be as mine. 

1810. 
" I bid a hearty welcome to you, ye knightly pair. 
To Volker the right valiant and eke to Hagen there, 
From me and from my lady, unto this land of mine. 
She messengers in plenty hath sent ye to the Rhine." 
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1811. 
[agen of Tronj^ answered : " So heard I, more than once 1 
jid had I for my masters not come unto the Huns, 
^et would I you to honour have ridden to this land." 
["he noble host then kindly his guests took by the hand ; 

c 

I8I2. 
\nd to the seat he brought them where he himself had sat. 
Then to the guests they offered (they busily did that), 
In wide-mouth'd golden goblets, wine, mead and mulberry, 
And bade to the newcomers a welcome heartily. 

1813. 
Then spake the royal Etzel : "I will to you confess 
Naught in this world could give me a greater happiness 
Than ye have given me, heroes, in coming thus to me ; 
Whereby the queen is also from mickle grief set free. 

1814. 
" And ofttimes have I marvelFd what was the fault in me — 
So many guests right noble have I been wont to see — 
That ye unto my country to come did never deign ? 
But now that I have seen you to joy is tum'd my pain." 

1815. 
Said Riideger in answer (a knight of noble mood) : 
" Well may you see them gladly ; their faith indeed is good, 
And all my lady's kinsfolk the same can well uphold ; 
They bring unto your palace full many a warrior bold." 

1816. 
The even of Midsummer, at mighty Etzel's court 
These princes made their entry ; and seldom hath report 
Told of such royal welcome as on these chiefs he spent. 
Now was it time for eating ; and all to table went. 
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1817. 
Amidst his guests more nobly a host ne'er took his seat. 
For them there was abundance whereof to drink and eat, 
And everything they wanted nt was all ready made ; 
For truly of these heroes great marvels had been said. 



ADVENTURE XXX.— HOW THEY KEPT WATCH 

AND WARD. 

1818. 
Now was the daylight ended and night began to close. 
Amid the wayworn warriors disquietude arose 
For when they were to rest them and to their beds begone. 
This mooted was by Hagen ; and soon it was made known. 

1819. 
Unto the host spake Gunther : "God grant you long to live ! 
We now would hence to slumber ; we pray thee leave to give. 
We'll come to-morrow morning if thou dost order so." 
Right pleasantly agreed he, and bade his guests to go. 

1820. 
One saw the people crowding the guests on every side. 
Then Volker the undaunted unto the Hunfolk cried : 
" How dare ye get in front of the warrior's very feet ? 
If ye will not give over with trouble ye will meet. 

1821. 
" A fiddle-stroke so heavy on one of you I'll lay. 
That, hath he a well-wisher, that same may rue the day. 
Give place there to us warriors 1 'twill be the best for you. 
Folk call ye knights, but little ye have akin thereto." 
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1822. 
Whilst spake the fiddle-player so wrathfully his mind, 
The valiant Hagen tum'd him, and gave a glance behind. 
Said he : "The gallant minstrel hath warn'd you properly; 
Ye heroes of Kriemhilda back to your homes go ye. 

1823. 
" The plan ye are devising will not come off, I trow. 
Come back to-morrow morning if ye have aught to do, 
And leave us weary strangers this night to rest in peace ; 
I ween that heroes ever so do in such-like case." 

1824. 
Anon the guests were taken into a roomy hall. 
Which found they well provided, to suit the warriors all, 
With richly furnished bedsteads, that were both wide and long. 
The while Dame Kriemhild plotted to do them grievous wrong. 

1825. 
Right goodly mats from Arras all round about were spread, 
Of bright-hued wool-stuffs woven ; and many a cover-bed 
Wrought of Arabian samite, the finest that might be ; 
Whereon were borders broider'd that shone right gloriously. 

1826. 
The coverlets of ermine did many a man espy. 
And others of black sable, whereunder they might lie 
And pass the night in comfort until the dawn of day. 
A king and all his courtiers so softly never lay. » 

1827. 

" O woe, for this night's sojourn ! " so spake young Giselher 
" And woe for all my comrades who hither with us fare ! 
Howbeit that my sister so kind a bidding gave. 
By cause of her, I fear me, we all our deaths shall have." 



THE LAV OF THE NIBELUNGS. 



iS;S. 



[adv. 



' *nr xs your mjod be easy, " Hageo the thane answer'd: 
" I wB nom DOW till morning myself keep watch and ward; 
!iM. *al i swear lo guard you until the break of day. 
ra iua be all untroubled ; then, save himself who may !" 



riei bow'd they all before him 
Jarf to their beds betook them 
Lmd down in rest and slumber 
To doo his aims the hero — 1 



and gave him thanks therefore, 
nor was it long before 
was every goodly man. 
lagen the bold — b^an. 



Thai up and spake the i 
■•ffdioa dost not disdaii 

■J^f-.i to keep guard w 
: i<i2.tilj- the hero 



1S30- 
linstrel, Volker the gallant thane : 
it, then, Hagen, I am &in 
ith thee, until the moraing break." 
his thanks to Volker spake : 



*p* Ood to Heaven reward you, VoIkCT, my comrade trae ! 
■* ™ *U my troubJes save only onto yon 
E I far aidance turn me, if need should e'er befclL 
f 1 will repay you, if Death do not fiatestalL" 

iiment they twain tfaeir bodies cUd, 
a his buckler opon his forearm had. 
«lt the castle 10 stand the gatewar by, 

Igitieii : ^rwas dooe rieht &itbfi>Dy> 




g^~"™' kZte wall ^placed. 
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J 834. 
teneath the doorway sat he upon a seat of stone ; 
V. braver fiddle-player in sooth had ne'er been known. 
Vitli such sweet- sounding music upon the strings he play'd, 
That all the high-bom strangers their thanks to Volker paid. 

1835. 
I*tie sweet clang of his viol made all the house resound. 
His strength and skill together right excellent were found. 
More softly and more sweetly to fiddle he began, 
And lull'd upon their couches full many a troubled man. 

1836. 
And when they all were sleeping, and he thereof was sure, 
The thane took up his buckler upon his arm once more, 
And went outside the ch:imber before the tower to stand, 
Xo guard the sleeping strangers against Kriemhilda's band. 

1837. 
hen halfway spent the night was, or earlier it might be, 
he gallant Volker, watching, a shining helm could see 
IBar off amid the darkness. 'Twas one of Kriemhild's men, 
lio all to do a mischief unto the guests were fain. 



Then spake the fiddle-player : " My friend, Sir Hagen, there. 
Together it is fitting that we this trouble share. 
I've seen some folk in armour before the house but now, 
Else I am much mistaken, they'll set on us, I trow." 



Ithen 



1839. 

hold thy peace," quoth H^en, " and let them n 



■y can see us, our swords will have struck home 
heir helmets for them, with double-handed might. 
them back to Kriemhild, methinks, in sorry plight I " 
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One of the Hannish warriors had soon enough espied 
That guarded was the doorway ; how suddenly he cried : 
"The matter we intended, in sooth will not go well. 
I see the fiddle-player standing as sentinel I 

1841. 
" A brightly polish'd helmet upon his head hath he 
Of pute, hard-temper'd metal, and strong, and blemish-free. 
His hauberk's rings are glowing as fiery embers would. 
By him stands also Hagen : the guests have watchmen good." 

i84>- 
Forthwith they tuni'd them backwards. When Volker that espied. 
Again to his companion in wrathful voice, he cried : 
" Now let me from the palace after the warriors go ; 
Of Dame Kriemhilda's liegemen somewhat I fain would kzKW." 

>843- 

" Nay, do it not." said Hagen ; " I pray you by my love I 
These ever-ready warriors, if from the house you move, 
^Vould with their swords, I doubt not, bring you such stniu 

Thai I should have to help you, were'l death to all inyrace. 

1844. 
no two together are busy in the fray, 
lour among them will to the house away, 
lurce an entrance, and some foul mischief do 
leering comrades, which we shall ever rue." 

1845. 
foWiei spake in answer : " Let it be settled so ; 

them coming at least we'll let them kno», 
smhild's men hereafter shall never dare deny 

would fain against us have wrought vile treiclieiT> 
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1S46. 
With that, towards them Volker sent forth a lust)r shout : 
'* Ye nimble knights, in armour why go ye thus about? 
Ye warriors of Kriemhilda, if ye on foray ride, 
Myself and my compaoion ye should have at your side I " 

t847. 
No word there came in answer. Then wrathful wax'd his mood : 
" Fie on ye, skulking rascals I " shouted the hero good ; 
"Would ye have caught us sleeping, and murder'd every one? 
So foul a deed on heroes hath never yet been done." 



Unto the queen right truly was told how lucklessly 
Her messengers had prosper'd. Good cause for grief had she. 
Then otherwise contrived she : so cruel was her mood ; 
By which ere long to perish vere heroes bold and good. 



ADVENTURE XXXI.— HOW THEY WENT TO 
CHURCH. 



" So cold I feel my armour ; " quoth Volker presently, 
"Methinks the night is wearing and soon will ended be 
I mark that by the breezes ; 'twill very soon be day," 
Then many a man awoke they who still in slumber lay. 

1850. 

I' "loming light broke over the guests within the hall. 

^^ Segan on all sides the warriors to call, 

if to the Minster to matins they would fare. 
ile, in Christian fashion, the bells were chiming < 




3l6 THE LAY OF THE NIBELUNGS. [AD^ 

1851. 
So diverse was the chanting, thereby 'twas plain to see 
That Christians and heathens were not in unity. 
And yet the men of Gunther to church would go withal ; 
They from their beds together had risen one and all. 

1852. 
The warriors then array'd them in clothes so finely wrought. 
That better raiment never by heroes had been brought 
To any king's dominions. Ill did it Hagen please. 
Said he : '' Now should ye, heroes, don other suits than these. 

1853. 
** Enough about the matter ye surely understand ; 

Ye should, instead of roses, bear weapons in the hand. 

For caps beset with jewels take shining helms and good ; 

Since we are well-advised of wicked Kriemhild's mood. 

1854. 
" This day must we do battle, I will to you declare ; 
Instead of silken doublets, ye should your hauberks wear, 
And in the place of mantles take bucklers good and wide — 
That if they seek a quarrel, the brunt ye may abide. 

1855. 
" My well-beloved masters, your friends and kinsmen too, 

Go now unto the Minster, — that should ye gladly do — 

And pray to God Almighty in your distress and need : 

For know now, of a surety, that Death is nigh indeed. 

1856. 
" See, too, that ye forget not aught ill that ye have done. 
And with true zeal and duty stand ye before (xod's throne. 
Of this, right noble warriors, I warn ye well afore, 
'^'^ve God in Heaven may grant it, ye'U hear no masses more." 
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1857. 
bey went unto the MiDSter, the pcinces «i:b ibor sts. 
ut in the hallow'd precincts bold Hagen spoke uxzi 
ad bade them halt, lest any should kave tix coci^azr : 
None knoweth what the Hnnfolk to ns bsj tfo.'' «-•- '-■' 

185& 
My friends, set down your bocUos npnght b^:xe 701; k 
ind answer ye to any who may mitindir greet 
i^ith deep and deadly sword-stroke. Hark le, 10 Hj^bei ^ 
ro will ye find it worthy to seire yoa in yocr Deed.'' 

1859- 
Vith that Hagen and Volker, the twain tog et he r , w«=e 
Ln front of the great Minster. Twas done mizh. '±^ -.-tax, 
rhat they might make it certain that the kir.g't wiit wjiji ^ 
To crowd them as she entcr'd: tbrir mien was gri= i^^iexfi- 



Then came the land's Upholder, aod eke his lady &ir. 
And deck'd about the body witfa laiotent rich ar^ laie 
One saw the doughty waniois along with them pi Lj ; 
The dust aloft was whirling bom KriemhiJd's cbiralry, 

i86r. 
Now when the mighty ruler in aimoor saw amy'd 

The kings and their companions, bow quickly tt-icn be fai-^ : 
"Why thus my friends behold I mardung with helmets €k ? 
Twould grieve me,onmyhoQODr, had anght to them been <in 

iS62. 
"I'll gladly make atonement, howevevd 
If any here have vext them in either b 
I give them full assurance that sorely^ 
And whatsoe'er they bid me I'll do il 



1 



\ 
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1863. 

To this nude answer Hagen : " By aone have we been hann'di 
It is vay masters' custom to go thus fully arm'd 
To eveiy courtly meeting, — until three days have run ; 
To Etzel we will tell it if aught to us be done." 

1864. 
This answer made by Hagen Kriemhilda heard right well. 
How hatefiilly upon him her sidelong glances fell I 
Yet would she not more frankly her country's customs' own, 
Though they to her a long time in Burgundy were known. 

1865. 
Yet though her bate towards him so cruel was and fell. 
If anyone to Etzel the truth had dared to tell. 
He doubtless had prevented what came to pass ere long : 
But none of them would tell it, her mastery was so strong. 

1866. 
Then with the queen advancing there came a mighty band ; 
Bnt this same pair of warriors deign'd not to take their stand 
Two band-breadths further backward, which made the HunfoU: 

wroth. 
Ay, they must press and jostle with those bold heroes both. 

1867. 
The chamberlains of Etzel were ill-content at this. 
And would upon the warriors have somewhat wrought amiss, 
If they had dared to do it the king's High Grace before. 
There was a mighty jostling, but so far nothing more. 



When service now was ended and they would thence be gone, 
All sudderty on horseback appear'd full many a Hun ; 
And many a beauteous lady was with Kriemhilda seen; 
' 'cven thousand warriors came riding with the queen. 



tl.] EOT TSET TI3~ Tl miiigt'f 

emliilda villi ker Jadia vm:::^ mr ■■■iipii ■■ 
ing with roval £:3^ ^ «d i 
n would they 9 
1 in the Msas b 



id thither bad Elit immiaL :. tte z 
ime with his sgoixs =rtT-nring- ^ 
ith him, to(\ be hiif sKa. tthe i 
le steeds for the iiiuc VhiinT^m ■ 

hen they tbeir seeds hai mDimfcE— 
orthwith the solvsn Xzika tn ^ 
hat all should tik to^sia ah^ i 
1 coorse of irtiicfa, d 



'or what the hat> coooseird dter Ad not HndenaK. 
'he crowding and the sbooting were bo:h exceoiing great. 
Vitbin the wide inclosnre was gxiherd many a man ; 
Then Etzel and Kriemhilda to g^te thereon began. 

■873. 
iix hundred knights together upon the field appcar'd. 
The warriors of Dietrich, coming the guests toward. 
They thought with the Burgundians some knighily sport to tr 
\nd would, had he allow'd it, have done it readily. 

Ay me I what goodly wairion fcrthwiih [owar<J« rhirtn made ' 
But when to the lord Dietrich thu news rher-wf *9t iskI, 
With GuDther's men forbade he chat any >porr ^oiild rv 
He fear'd for his wtaiaaa -. and ittndv neeri n»d ii^ 
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1875- 
When they of Bern pass'd onward, and from the place had gone, • 

The men from Bechelaren, of Riideger's, came on. 

Before the hall five hundred with shield on arm rode they : J 

Well pleased had been the margrave could they have kept away. 

1876. 
Then wisely, as behoved him, he rode the host throughout. 
And said unto his warriors, they could no longer doubt 
But that the men of Gunther ill will towards them had : 
If they would leave the combat he would in truth be glad. 

1877. 
When these now had pass'd onward — high-mettled heroes bold- 
Game horsemen from Thuringia, as hath to us been told ; 
And then the knights of Denmark, a thousand gallant men ; 
One saw right many a lance-shaft fly in the onset then. 

1878. 
Then Haward came and Imfried unto the tournament. 
The Rhinelanders a challenge to them had proudly sent. 
The warriors of Thuringia were offer'd many a joust ; 
In many a noble buckler were lances deeply thrust 

1879. 
There, too, the lordly Bloedlin came with his thousands three. 
By Etzel and Kriemhilda right closely watch'd was he ; 
For all the knightly jousting was held within their sight. 
The queen rejoiced to see it for Burgundy's despite. 

1880. 
And Gibecke and Scrutan unto the mel^e rode, 
With Hornboge and Ramung, all in the Hunnish mode. 
They held the lists, withstanding the chiefs of Burgundy ; 
And over the king's palace the shafts went whirling high. 



:xl] 



HOW THEY WENT TO CHURCH. 



bate'er was done by any was nothing else ixit sooad. 
lud was the din that echo'd palace and liall arccad. 
om clash of shields and bucklers, by Gnnlbrr'i ' 
hence praises and great honour unto hb fclk woe 



be ardour of their pastime so migbiy was aad g 
hat from the goodly horses whereon the beroci 
he snow-white foam was soaking thro*^ tie 
J every courtly fashion they sought to mea ife 

1883. 
"hen up and spake the minstrel, Volket Ae 
I trow thai to withstand ns tr.ese wxrnoQ wi 
"ve ever heard it said that thev 
low is the time to show it ; a better He's wiL he. 




'Str^htway uitfo the stables," s.3 Voke loidh c^d 
' We'll have the horses taken : tili tovs^a a^ svenix^ 
iVe'll ride some further ca>ur%s, ii ibcR be am* anw 
iVhat if to us Bu^;uudians the q^s 



Then saw they some one ctRning . 
Such that no other Hunsman 1 
Belike in some high lattice 
No knightly bride was enr 



Then Volker said : " How cm I ftm «^ ^a, , ^ 
Yon darling of the ladies m^ist ^ t ■ 
There 's not a man could k^ i: : ^ 
I care not though I anger 



jjm 



322 THE LAV OF THE NIBELUNGS. [. 

1887. 
" For love of me, forbear ye ! " King (lunther quickly spake ; 
"These people will upbraid us if we the onset make; 
Let ye the Huns begin it, more seemly 'twere, I ween," 
Now all this time KiDg Etzel was sitting by the queen. 



" I'll make the hubbub greater," quoth Hagen, in his turn ; 
"We needs must let the ladies and these same champions leail 
How we can sit our horses : 'twill be good sport withal, 
Though little praise to any of Gunthei's men befalL" 



Then rode the ready Volkcr into the fray again ; 
Whereby had many a woman, ere long, right grievous paiD- 
The noble Hunsman's body transfix'd he with his spear; 
Which soon both wife and maiden bewail'd with many a tear. 

1890. 
With hurtUng speed did Hagen rush forward with his men, 
His sixty chosen warriors ; and quickly rode he then 
Upon the fiddler's footsteps, to where the joust was held. 
Both Etze) and Krienihilda plainly the whole beheld. 

(891. 
The kings were all unwilling their minstrel brave to leave 
Amid the foemen fighting, and succour none to give; 
A thousand heroes therefore towards him deftly rode,— 
In high-accomplish'd fashion they did whate'er they would 



'lat the noble Hunsman in death was stricken low, 
rd among his kinsmen complaints and cries of woe. 

the folk were asking : "Who can this deed have doKi** 

-r, the fearless minstrel, yon fiddler is the one !" 



ICXl.] 



HOW THET WEXT T? 



or swords and bucklerecaijai ^iT. 

he kinsmen at this maipare cc 

hey would have set on Yoic- tad ssji. inn. wiasn as si:i.-< ; 

"he host ran from las *td67"- «= si xie iaaa ie cucic. 

Then rose a might; tnmsJt a& :ra j de vir-zi^ iL 
iTie kings and their atteodacB i Tsanrr— r^' e as i^l _ 
Jehind the throi^ his duigo- se=: tati I.-=:r:=iia - 
Sing Etzel came : to sc<eT the acoia 5ae ieri=- 

iS95- 
From one of the Hud's kinanen, «feo<i£=iQai by Ji,^ -^o^id. 
He seiz'd a deadly weapoo, and ncncii^i a mat Lj iiad ; 
Then drave the people t»ckwanls, for vety wrcch ■» -^ be : 
" How vain unto these «amon had bees mi cocnaj 

1896. 
" If ye had slain the nunstrd before my reiy bee : ' 
So spake to them King Etzel : " that were a fool cif ^nce ' 
For well I marked him riding, what time he pierc^ the Htm, 
And through no fault on his pait, but by a sUp, 'tw^s lione. 



1897. 
"To leave my guests in freedom, I charge ye to take heed.' 
So gave he them safe-conduct ; then led they every =teed 
Unto the hostel stables; and many squires they had 
Right diligent in service, who did whate'er they bade. 



The host into the palace took with his friends his way. 
No wrath in any of them would he allow to stay. 
The tables were made ready, the water was brought in : 
Yet bitter foes in plenty had they flrom o'er the Rhine 



i 



324 THE LAY OF THE NIBELUNGS. [ADV. 

1899. 
Ere all the lords were seated a good long time was spent ; 
Whilst tortured was Kriemhilda by cares within her pent. 
She said : " I seek thy counsel, O prince of Bern, thy grace 
And aid : in sooth my business is now in evil case." 

1900. 
Then Hildebrand made answer, a worthy warrior he : 
** Whoever slays the Niblungs shall have no help from me, 
Nay, not for any treasure ! thereby he grief may get : 
These knights of ready courage have ne'er been conquered yet." 

1901. 
And, in his courtly fashion, thereto Sir Dietrich spake : 
** O mighty queen, I pray thee, thy purpose to forsake. 
To me thy kinsmen never have done such injury. 
That I the gallant warriors in combat would defy. 

1902. 
" The wish doth ill beseem thee, most noble prince's wife. 
That thou anent thy kinsfolk wouldst plot against their life. 
Trusting unto thy favour they came unto this land : 
Siegfried is not avenged by aid of Dietrich's hand." 

1903. 
When she could find no falseness the knight of Bern within, 
Then on the spot she promised to give to Bloedelin 
A far-extending march-land, which Nudung own'd of yore. 
As Dankwart shortly slew him, he thought of it no more. 

1904. 
Quoth she : " Thou ought'st to aid me, my good Sir Bloedelin, 
For in this very palace are now these foes of mine 
Who slew my husband Siegfried, so well-beloved of me. 
To him who helps avenge him, I ever bound shall be." 



[ 



I 



»«xi.3 HOW itLfi "vi^- ri iiETiicc: 

'^3 her theo anssv'^ piny**"" - -^ Lan*. :x anr k 
'o them, for fexr df E^sL n cze ni t^-t-^ ^^h 
-Ixice he thy kin^bsi fagn» i s«e: 3n: ti ^ 
Uid did I angfat to hin :iffi 



• Nay, ntber, my Vri IGreaE". ifmr i 
"Z^uerdon of gold asd £ic I vdl iksi 
And eke a loveh- dumc£ — Snnirc; 
Whom tboo mxysl lc«e im£ m=m r^rr: =vdr s: ar «r t 



" The land, too, and ihc fawiMTL al nnr -— : p-^^ 
So, noble loigfat. tSxro sin^s it gaims -- -r .^-^ 
If thou but vinii'a lie ^ciinsiL ■•tici _> inini: leu 
■Whale'er to-day I j aa ma a ^ it xiri Jl r- 1 n ^les 

When now the ncriilc EfDeoc! rie iruaxiT-- n^m: n- 
And seeing that the dai^el it ieairT ].- >"g- r iini i 
By help of strife be pwrptaed i: ^ti-t io!. ,;.*-;« -wi 
But for that came the vaidor »:» iann: i n otc ■ 

IfC3«. ^ 

Unto the qnecn thai qnke he ; "^ "~irt_n ie laL £ 
Ere any guess my poipaa^ ax crr^ I ^-2. iiatL 
Hagen will hare to answa- fcr »4ac tl -"-.•z 
King Gunther's mao, I wanaBO, era" bcTLiii — I'-ji i>t ; 



191=- 
" Now ann yooncjves,' cntd B^ocdd, *- n ? r-~= . 
We will upon the focmen widiin t^ itx-.r. ii._ 
I may not be acquitted irf diis by Et^i ri^ 
On this must every boo amoog ns ^^^^ ^ 
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Vihen the queen found that Bloedel was on the fray intent, 
She tarried there no longer, but back to table went 
And sat beside King Etzel and with his men as well : 
She for the guests' nndoit^ had taken counsel fell. 



Since means there were not elsewise to cause the strife to start, 
(Kriemhilda's olden sorrow lay graven in her heart) 
She bade them bring to table King Etzel's little son : 
How could a vengeiiil woman more cruelly have done? 

Then went that self-same minute of Etzel's liegemen four, 
And thither from his chamber the young king Onlieb bore 
Unto the prince's table, where Hagen also sate, 
(The boy was doom'd to perish through Hagen's deadly hate.) 

1914. 
As soon as mighty Etzel espied his little son. 
He turned to his wife's kinsmen and spake in kindly tone : 
" Now, my good friends, behold ye, my only son is he, 
And eke your sister's offspring : which well for you may be. 

1915- 
" If he his kmdred likens, he'll be a gallant wight. 
Right powerful and noble, a well-grown man of might 
Should I live some while longer he'll own a dozen lands ; 
So look ye for good service at ray youi% Ortlieb's hands. 

1916. 
erefore fain would pray you, well-loved friends of mine, 
I ye are homeward riding unto the river Rhine, 
>: yc upon the journey would take your sister's son, 
.^nd let your loving kindness unto the child be shown. 
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191 7. 
' And rear him up in honour till he to roaohood grow. 
if any in your borders hath wrought you any woe, 
A^hen he is of full stature he will your vengeance aid." 
Sling Etzel's wife Kriemhilda heard also what be said. 

1918. 
" If unto days of manhood the child should grow and thrive. 
These thanes, I trow," said Hagen, " their trust to him will give. 
Yet the young king, meseemeth, is of a weakly sort 1 
Folk will not often see me attending Ortlieb's court. " 

1919. 
Xbe king look'd round at Hagen, — this speech had vext him 

sore; 
And though, with princely breeding, he spake thereof no more, 
His heart was very heavy and troubled was his mind. 
Nor was the mood of Hagen a whit to joy inclined. 

1930. 
The princes all were sony, together with the king. 
That of his child had Hagen e'er spoken such a thing. 
With ill content they bore it : naught knew they of the case. 
Nor what through this same warrior would shortly come to pastt. 



ADVENTURE XXXII.— HOW BLOEDELIN WAS 

SLAIN, 

1931. 
The warriors of Bloedel were ready for ihc iray ; 
Clad in their thousand hauberks they tbithtrr (do4i j 
Where Dankwart with his yeomen stiU e.i tlic tablr' 
There rose between the heroes a stiiCe 01 dewUy ,' 



J 
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192a. 
As soon as the Lord Bloedel before the table went, 
Dankwart the marshal met him on greetiDg due latent : 
" Right welcome to our hostel, Lord Bloedelin, are ye, 
Although I greatly marvel what may the reason be ? " 

"Thou hast no need to greet me," so answer'd Bloedelin : 
" For this my coming bodetb an end to thee and thine, 
Thanks to thy brother Hagen, who erewhile Siegfried slew. 
That to the Huns thoult answer, and many another too." 

1924. 
" Nay, say not so. Lord Bloedel," the marshal Dankwart said : 
" Else must we rue too quickly this journey we have made. 
I was but a small striplii^ when Siegfried lost his life ; 
I know not what against me bringeth King Etzel's wife." 

" No more about the matter know I to say to you. 
Save that your kinsmen did it, Gunther, and Hagen too. 
Look to yourselves, ye lost ones, ye go not hence away ! 
By death must ye the forfeit unto Kriemhilda pay." 

r936. 
" What ! and will nothing turn you ? " cried Dankwart thereupon ; 
"Would I had ne'er besought you, that better were undone!' 
Up from the table sprang he, the warrior swift and strong, 
And drew a keen-edged weapon, that heavy was and long. 

i9»7. 
Therewith he struck at Bloedel, with stroke of sword so fleet, 
That off his head was smitten, and lay before his feet. 
" Be that thy wedding-dower," the warrior Dankwart said, 
" Unto the biide of Nudung, whom thou wouldst woo and wed ' 
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1928. 
' To-morrow they may plight her unto another one : 
f he will earn the guerdon, the like to him be done ! " 
V. faithfiil-bearted Hunsman Dankwait aware had made, 
riow that the queen against him such grievous plots had laid. 

1929. 
^Hien now the men of Bloedel saw how their lord lay slain, 
rhen from the guests no longer their hands could they restrain. 
With broadswords high uplifted they sprang in deadly mood 
Upon the youthful warriors : which ere long many rued. 

1930. 
Then loudly shouted Dankwart unto his followers all : 
** Well see ye, noble yeomen, how things are like to £dl ! 
Ye hapless ones, be wary, in sooth there's need to be. 
Albeit noble Kriemhild bade us right lovingly." 

1931- 
They to whom swords were lacking, reach'd down before each seat. 

And many a long stool lifted from underneath their feet. 

Then the Burgundian yeomen no longer would forbear, 

And heavy stools made bruises through many a helmet there. 

1932. 
How grimly thus the strangers essa/d their lives to save ! 
And so the arm'd assailants from out the house they drave ; 
Yet left they dead within it five hundred men or more : 
And all of the defenders were red and wet with gore. 

1933- 
These tidings of disaster were carried presently 

Unto the knights of Etzel (which grieved them bitterly; j 

How Bloedel and his liegemen had all to death been f/r//iij(bf, 

Which deed had Hagen's brother with his reUiner* mttmv^hx, 
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1946. 
From one side and the other, upon him hurtled they; 
Ay, some of them too quickly had come into the fray ! 
Before the foe upstood he, e'en as a woodland boar 
At bay the sleuth-hounds feces : could valour e'er be more? 

1947. 
His path was newly-sprinkled with life-blood warm and wet. 
No single-handed warrior had ever striven yet 
Against a host of foemen, as he had boldly done. 
Folk mark'd how Hagen's brother to court right nobly won. 

1948. 
By sewers and by butlers was heard the clash of swords ; 
From many a hand the liquors were flung upon the boards. 
As were the victuals also which to the hall they bare. 
And stalwart foes in plenty forestalled him at the stair. 

1949. 
" What will ye now, ye sewers? " the weary warrior cried : 
" In sooth for all the strangers, good cheer ye should provide, 
And to the nobles ought ye good victuals to convey ; — 
And to my well-lov'd masters let me my tidings say." 

1950. 
Whoe'er by force before him upon the stairway sprang, 
On each of them so sorely his heavy sword he swang, 
In very dread their safety further aloof they sought ; 
'And so his strength of body right mickle marvels wrought 
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ADVENTURE XXSUL— S^I'W T^^. ITTi.i;: 
FOUGHT WTTH THZ SZUi 



Within the door an cti i fjih e- -mm j ylsnr Zh 
The household foik a E^s: xi xzni sc:^ ti 
The whole irf his apponl 
A might; naked i 



Then loudly Dankrot s 

" Bestir thee, broths H»y^^ ^icn. sces iil ^^ ^-tj: 

To thee and God in H£zi=s ^'?^ I ji kt les^ 

Yeomen and km^bts itgrrcr iie at tst ics& o-ar.' 



And he cried back in assmtt : " Asi tti'. 123 0-^:1?; l . :i 
Quoth Dankwart: "Tae Licd ^cea^ riig-n-jr- »■:.! : -..- 
But dearly bath be paid it, ^xa «yuiL I ix:--^ ^ol lu- - 
I smote hia bead from oc 'dss -. nme iwr lan; p:-^ v r 

" Tis but a Httle gricrance,' oawi T^>p"t zxl-rji:,i: 

" Whene'er one has occasoB oi zt} ruaie n t£T, 

That he by handi of warrvx W3& li im iiK r.c^'.at^ 

So much the less &ir wcnes fo his is3> Kic^i x> lu-^- 

«955- 

" Now tell me. brother Dankvait, wfar aB to Mid ;c i^ - 
Methinks that thou art wounded and vAsa ^ner'^ut..-. 
If in the laud he livetfa who this 00 tbee haib done. 
Except the foul fiend sare him, his lifie 's as good a« goric.' 



/ 
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1956. 
" You see me whole and hearty ; with blood my clothes are red, 
But from the wounds of others it thus hath happened ; 
And they have been so many that I have slain to-day, 
That verily their number on oath I could not say." 

1957. 
He answer'd : " Brother Dankwart, see to the door do thou, 

And let not of the Hunsmen a single man come through. 

ril reckon with these warriors, as need we have, in faith ! 

Our men-at-arms are lying in undeserved death." 

1958. 
" If chamberlain I must be," the gallant man replied, 
" To serve such mighty rulers, I am well satisfied, 
ril answer for the stairway, as honour's dear to me." 
Unto Kriemhilda's warriors naught could more direful be. 

1959- 
" It is to me a marvel," Hagen thereafter spake : 

**What meaneth all the fluster these Hunnish warriors make? 

They think they well could spare him, who yonder door doth hold, 

And hath these high concernments to the Burgundians told ! 

i960. 
" Long time about Kriemhilda have I been wont to hear. 
That she her bitter sorrow was not content to bear. 
Now drink we to her darling ! for royal wine we'll call ! 
The princeling of the Hunfolk shall be the first of all ! " 

1961. 
Then the child Ortlieb slew he, Hagen, that warrior good, 
So that from sword-blade downward flow'd o'er his hands the 

blood ; 
The infant's head was sever'd and on the queen's lap fell. 
Then rose amongst the warriors a slaughter horrible. 
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1962. 
With double-handed sword-stroke he dealt a blow at large 
Against the man of learning, who had the child in charge. 
His head all in a moment before the table lay : 
In good sopth for the teacher it was but sorry pay ! 

1963. 
He saw by EtzeFs table a certain minstrel-man, 
And Hagen in his fury to fall on him began ; 
His left hand on the fiddle he lopp'd off suddenly : 
" There 's somewhat thou canst carry for news to Burgundy ! '* 

1964. 
** Woe for my hand ! " cried Werbel the minstrel ; " wilt thou say 
What evil I have done thee, Lord Hagen of Tronj^ ? 
In all good faith I journeyed unto your master's land ; 
The notes how can I finger since I have lost my hand ? " 

1965. 
But little heeded Hagen, though he ne'er fiddled more. 
He wreak'd within the palace a vengeance grim and sore 
Upon the knights of Etzel, of whom a host he slew. 
Death dealt he in the palace to people not a few. 

1966. 
The ever-ready Volker up from the table sprang : 
And in his hand right loudly his fiddle-bow outrang. 
Right fearsome was the music that Gunther's minstrel play'd ; 
Ay ! 'mid the gallant Hunsmen what enemies he made 1 

1967. 
Upsprang, too, from the table, the noble rulers three : 
They gladly would have stay'd it, ere mischief worse should be. 
But all their wit avail'd not the rising storm to quell, 
When Volker joining Hagen to such wild raving fell. 
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1968. 
When saw the Lord of Rhineland the fight could not be stay'd, 
The prince himself fought also, and many a wide wound made 
Upon his foemen's bodies, their shining mail-coats through. 
A hand-strong hero was he : as now all grimly knew. 

1969. 
The stalwart Gemot likewise was forward in the strife ; 
Ay ! he among the Hunsmen took many a hero's life, 
A keen-edged weapon wielding, — by Riideger 'twas given. 
By him were Etzel's warriors right grievously bedriven. 

1970. 
The young son of Dame Ut^ into the fight now dash'd, 
And gloriously his broadsword right through the helmets 

crash'd, — 
To grief of Etzel's warriors of the Hungarian land. 
There wrought were many marvels by gallant Gis'lher's hand. 

1971. 
However the kings and liegemen were valiant in the fight, 
Above them all right plainly did Giselher in might 
Stand forth against the foemen ; he was a hero good. 
Such wounds he dealt, that many fell weltering in their blood. 

1972. 
The men of Etzel also stood stoutly to the foe. 
There one might see the strangers go hacking to and fro 
With their bright glancing weapons, all through the royal hall. 
And horrid shrieks from all sides upon the ear did fall. 

1973- 
They who were on the outside would to their friends within ; 
But found that at the doorways small vantage they could win. 
Out from the hall right gladly would they within it fare : 
But none of them would Dank wart let up or down the stair. 
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1974- 
Thereby around the gateways a mighty press arose, 

Arid din of helmets also beneath the broadsword blows. 

And thus the gallant Dankwart fell into sore distress : 

But that his brother heeded, as bound in faithfulness. 

1975. 
For thereupon to Volker Sir Hagen cried aloud : 

" Now look you yonder, comrade, how round my brother crowd 

The Hunnish warriors closely, and blows upon him rain : 

Friend, go and help my brother, or we shall lose the thane." 

1976. 
" That will I do full surely," answer'd the minstrelman ; 
And straightway through the palace his fiddling he began. 
His hand with his stout broadsword full often music made ; 
To him the Rhenish warriors unbounded thanks repaid. 

1977. 
And soon the gallant Volker to Dankwart came and said : 
"To-day no little trouble hath fallen on your head. 
Your brother hath enjoined me to lend a helping hand : 
If you'll look to the outside, within the door Til stand." 

1978. 
Dankwart the ever-ready without the gateway stood ; 
Well guarded he the stairway, let any come who would. 
One heard the clang of weapons in the bold hero's hand. 
The like, within, did Volker of the Burgundian land. 

1979- 
Loudly the valiant minstrel shouted across the throng : 
" The hall is closed, friend Hagen, with bolt and barrier strong. 
The door of EtzeFs chamber is safely barr'd as well : 
Two heroes' hands that hold it a thousand bolts excel." 
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1980. 
When Hagen, Lord of Tronj^, knew that the door was fast. 
His shield back on his shoulders the goodly chieftain cast. 
Fint fell he to avenging the ills upon him wrought : 
Of longer life his foemen had then but little thought. 

1981. 
The Prince of Bern no sooner had seen how matters went. 
And how the mighty Hagen so many helmets rent, 
Than sprang the Amelung ruler upon a bench : quoth he : 
" The liquor Hagen giveth is vile as drink can be ! " 

1982. 
The ho^t WIS full of sorrow — good cause had he to rue : 
What friends of him beloved before his eyes they slew ! 
And hanily from his foemen unscath'd himself came he ; 
In grief he sat — what profit was it a king to be ? 



The miglily Queen Kriemhilda to Dietrich call'd and said : 
"Wiih all your manhood give me, O noble knight, your aid. 
By all ihnse princes' merits erewhile of Amelung land : 
Should Hagen once have reach'd me, my death were close at 
hand." 

1984. 
"And how am I to help you," Lord Dietrich answeriog said, 
" Great (]ueen, when I have reason myself to be afraid ? 
These followers of Gunther with wrath so sorely bum. 
That I with no one's safety can now myself concern." 

1985- 

"Nay, sny not so. Lord Dietrich, thou noble knight and good, 

Tki. A^y make plain to all men thy kind and virtuous mood, 

>u hence wilt help me : or I am like to die." 

id brought Kriemhilda to sore anxiety. 



m v^* 
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I9S6. 

Can I do aught to hdp you, I verDr wiE try ; 
nee never have I witness'd, for many yeas riot bx, 
such deep wrath enkmdled so msDy a vamor r:»:»i 
y! throiigh the riTen hdmels I sec cic sirrini boad' 

1987. 
his thane of proven Talour wiih paver terix t: firi:»x 
ike unto horn of bison his voice rang Idtjix djl 
Fntil its strength re-ecboed tLe vi5f-v2Ll^ i sriir^::!: d --njuz. 
•he mightiness of Dietrich vas gr^ai beyarc iL iuhhl 

19S8. 
Vhen Gunther heard the dajDour -^ja^zjni f-im t::£ nsa 
Lbo ve the noise of battle, to hearten bt b^cirr. 
Jaid be : " The voice erf Dietrid: is tc irr ittinzxi :^-un 
; trow that our letainecs soiae fnazd af iis t^-"* i»^n. 

19S5. 
* I see him on the taibk, he bKiais -wht iis iirai 
iTe firiends of mine and IdnsfcCk fmn -ie iirriniuin inn, 
[^ease fighting for a season, Eif ^ts: unt bsar am ic-: 
fVhat to the thane hath hzppeii'd, zhrDn^x zicjl ▼iii i'^L;ir t:.^ ' 

\xid when the royal Gtm±dr inAinmz mii isivt tnm.-rjkn.t. 
They, in the stress of batti^ latest mir mrjrz n vir.iZ, 
So great the power he wieiosf. la: uie turrr sr;:.* i -^r jt 
Whilst him of Bern he chsltsi^^ri. vrtr .T»2i::irTi»r* ^,rw 



Said he : "Most iiob> Dkirirx ^nac laiti n vji ,^5^ r 
By any of my peojie? Til vilin^ le r r.iri^ 
Amends and safisfeftro s runt ^eauiiTx n ,.iv*^ 
Were any man to wtoc^tol rrjEsr ii«ni^ -^ ,^^ jl 
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1992. 
Then answer'd the Lord Dietrich : " Naught hath been done to 

me; 
But let me leave the palace with your safe-conduct free, 
And get with my retainers from this fell strife away : 
For that I'll owe you service assuredly for aye." 

1993- 
Then unto him spake Wolf hart : " Why ask ye grace so soon? 

That door, I trow, the fiddler hath not so closely done 

But we can force it open enough to get away." 

" Now hold thy peace," cried Dietrich, "the devil thou dost play." 

1994. 
Then spake the royal Gunther : *' That will I let you do. 
Out of this place depart ye, many be ye or few, 
But not a single foeman — here stay they everyone. 
They have anent these Hunsfolk so basely to me done." 

1995- 
When Dietrich heard that saying, he took beneath his arm 

The noble queen, sore stricken with sorrow and alarm. 

Upon his other arm he took Etzel with him then ; 

There also went with Dietrich six hundred goodly men. 

1996. 
Then up and spake the margrave, the noble Riideger : 
"If any from the palace be yet allowed to fare. 
Who still are fain to serve you, to us let it be known : 
For thus may peace enduring betwixt good friends be sown." 

1997. 
Whereto made answer Gis'lher, of the Burgundian land : 
" To you shall peace and pardon be granted at our hand. 
Since you and your retainers were e'er of faithful heart. 
You all shall, unmolested, hence with your friends depart." 
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1998. 
When Riideger the margrave departed from the hall, 
Five hundred men went with him or more, belike, in all, 
Who came from Bechelaren, liegemen and friends as well ; 
By whom unto King Gunther great mischief soon befell. 

1999. 
Meanwhile a Hunnish warrior, who saw how Etzel went 
By Dietrich's side, to profit thereby was all intent ; 
But with his sword the minstrel fetch'd at him such a slice. 
That at the feet of Etzel his head lay in a trice. 

2000. 
When that the country's ruler had got outside the place, 
He stopped and look*d behind him towards where Volker was : 
** Woe 's me for this dread stranger ; a cruel destiny 
It is that all my warriors must dead before him lie ! 

2001. 
" And woe upon this feasting," the noble sovran cried, 
" For one, by name of Volker, is fighting there inside 
Like to a savage boar, and yet a minstrel he ! 
I thank my Lord and Saviour I*m from that devil free ! 

2002. 
" Right evil sound his measures, his strokes are bloody red ; 
Ay, and his tunes have smitten full many a hero dead. 
I know not what against us this minstrel doth attest. 
For never have I harboured so downright ill a guest ! " 

2003. 
They'd let from out the palace as many as they chose ; 
Then from the folk within it a fearful din arose. 
The guests for what had happen'd a dire revenge would have. 
Ay ! Volker the undaunted, what helmets then he clave ! 
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[ 2004. 

I Gunther, the noble ruler, tum'd at that noise around : 

"Hear'st thou yon music, Hagen, which Volker there doth 
\ sound 

Amid the Hunfolk fiddling, who through the door would go ? 

He hath a blood-red straker upon his fiddle-bow ! " 

2005. 
** It grieves me beyond measure," Hagen in answer spake, 
" That I before that warrior a seat in hall should take. 
I have been his companion, as he was likewise mine, 
And we shall aye be faithful if hence we ever win. 

2006. 
** Now mark, great king, how Volker doth thee and thine uphold ! 
Right willingly he eameth thy silver and thy gold. 
Through steel of hardest temper his fiddle-bow will smite ; 
He breaks firom off the helmets their shining crests and bright 

2007. 
" I never saw a fiddler so nobly hold his own 
As this same warrior Volker throughout the day hath done. 
On helmet and on buckler his music ringeth clear : 
A gallant horse deserves he and raiment rich to wear." 

2008. 
Of those of Hunnish kindred who had been in that hall, 
Not one was left within it alive amongst them all. 
Now silenced was the uproar; for none there were to fight: 
Aside was laid the weapon of every gallant knight. 



KXXIV.] HOW THEY CAST FORTH THE DEAD. 343 



5i 

i ; 
< 

'i : 

1 , 

( 

J 



ADVENTURE XXXIV.— HOW THEY CAST FORTH \ 

THE DEAD. l 

■| 

2009. 
£>own sat the knights and nobles, by all their labours spent ; 
Before the hall together Volker and Hagen went. 
These warriors over- weary lean'd on their shields for rest ; 
The while betwixt the couple pass'd many a ready jest. 

r 
2010. 

I; 

Then Giselher, the warrior from Burgundy, outspake : i 

" Dear friends, ye must in no wise seek yet your rest to take : 

The dead folk must ye carry straight from the house away. 

There'll be another onset, that can I surely say. ^ 

201 1. 
" Beneath our feet 'tis needful they should no longer lie. 
And ere by storm the Hunsmen undo us utterly. 
Some wounds we yet will give them, e'en as I love to do ; 
For firmly am I minded," said Giselher, " thereto." j 

I 
1 

2012. 
" Well 's me for such a master," said Hagen, thereunto ; 
" From none such rede were likely, save from a warrior true, 
As we from my young master this very day have had : 
I trow all ye Burgundians may therefore be right glad." 

2013. 
Then foUow'd they his counsel, and carried through the door 
Dead warriors seven thousand and cast them therebefore. — \ 

At foot of the hall stairway they fell upon the ground ; ^ 

Then rose a doleful wailing from all their kinsmen roujM 
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2014. 
Some few there were among them whose wounds were not so bad 
But that with gentler usage they yet might life have had. 
Who from that height down falling in death must needs lie low ; 
Foi this their friends were wailing and grievous was their woe. 

2015. 
Then spake the fiddler Volker, a goodly hero he r 
" Now witness I the truth of what hath been told to me : 
Base cowards are these Hunsmen, they wail like womankind 1 
These sorely wounded bodies they ought to tend and bind." 



Then deem'd a certain margrave he spake with puq>ose good. 
He saw one of his kinsmen who lay amid the blood, 
And clasp'd his arms about him and sought to drag him thence ; 
Then shot the ruthless minstrel and slew him with a lance. 



And when the others saw it, a panic seized the crowd ; 
They all against the minstrel began to curse aloud. 
Then pluck'd he up a javelin, that temper'd was and keen. 
Which by some Hun or other aim'd at himself had been. 



This, right across the fortress, he cast with might and main 
Far o'er the crowd of people; and thereby Etzel's men 
He warn'd to take their station more distant from the hall. 
The folk his mighty prowess now dreaded above all. 



Yet still before the palace stood many a thousand men. 
Sir \'olker and Sir Hagen began to parley then. 
And unto the King fitzel all in iheir minds to tell : 
- ** ^ - nee grievous ills thereafter those heroes bold befelL 



^XIV.] HOW THEY CVST F«3iLTH THE I-.*-. 5 

ITo give the people courage,' :poci Hira. * rs bn -^.l 
fhat ever should the uoldes be forezoe ::i r:ie irrr ■ 
ilot otherwise my masters have bse beet sest zz. Zii 
lliey hew right thnHi^ the be-.nyn. i«j»i 5c^^ a *• '*r- : ? 



2C2I. 

So valiant was Etzel, he straigirwaj rrhc'i i^ ^nnL 

** Now prithee be thou wary," saSd u; i-n l-xj^e 5L-c=i.:_ :. 

" Offer unto thy warriois gold OTcfizmr:z^j, 

If Hagen yonder reach thee, death vEL yt r-xt zi zjisi^ ' 

2C22. 

So bold a man the king wa% he was Dct t:. be srrr i — 
The like of such great princes can 9aCtrjzL zrjw -jt i^i 
Needs must they by his shield-strap t& drzw bn iaiix-r«r^ i" 
Again the savage Hagen qnke to hzn scuiEiirj : 

2025. 
" It was a far-fetch'd kinship," the wani-j? Hizt:! cr^*rL 
" That Etzel and Sir Siegfried to one a:ia.'-.tT tut^ 
He was Kriemhilda's lover ere she iet er*3 -aL io«l 
Thou coward king ! why ^ouldst thou t^>f <^x:zi\^ i#u^ -^j: t;:*^ - 

2024. 
To him so speaking hearken'd the noble §r/iT2i'» wHt- 
Thereon within Kriemhilda was evil t.-zn^j^ rSf^ 
That he should dare upbraid her in face of Ltz-tj'i rr^trc : 
Against the guests b^an she therefore to p>x aj^ai-*- 

2025. 
" Who Hagen, Lord of Tronj^ will do to death,"' tr*e t.aiC, 
" And hither at my bidding will bring to me bii h<i:ad. 
For him the shield of Etzel I'll fill with ruddy goM, 
And give him lands for guerdon, and goodly hur^h% U> ho^ 
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3036. 

"Now truly," quoth the minstrel, "I know not what they lack 
I never yet saw heroes so sluggishly hang back 
When one hath heard them ofier'd so noble a reward : 
From this time forth can Etzel ne'er hold tbem in r^ard. 

aoi?. 
" Of those who vilely batten upon their prince's bread 
And now are fain to shun him in his most pressing need. 
Of such here mark I many who would be reckon'd brave. 
And stand like very cravens : shame must they ever have ! " 



ADVENTURE XXXV.— HOW IRING WAS SLAIN. 

3038. 

Thereon the margrave Irtng, who came from Denmark, cried : 
" I have in all my doings on honour long relied. 
And in the people's battles oft gain'd the mastery : 
Now bring to me my weapons ; Hagen I will defy ! " 



"'Gainst that will I take counsel," Hagen in answer cried; 
"So bid these Hunnish warriors stand further yet aside; 
If two or three among ye should rush into this hall, 
Back down the stairs disabled I'll send them, one and all !" 

X 3030. 

"For that I'll not forego it," said Iring, answering, 
" I have ere this attempted as troublesome a thing. 
.—IrViih sword in hand against thee I'll hold my own alone ; 

^oots thy haughty bearing that thou in words hast shown ? " 



IXXV.] HOW I8ISG WA5 ~ r , >~s : 

nten qaicUj in his annouT dume Enne was j-cis.! 
ffitb Xm&ied of Ttunii^ta, a boid and ^r^^nr "n.f 
And eke the stalwart Hanmd, wuh fit^ a ifumsand 
Whatever part was Inng'^ that woiui riiej aU. 

The fiddler saw them comrog — a. i^j hose disj were— 
In arms along with Irin^ to set apac bim. thiae. 
On head, welU&sten'd, wore they rig^.: maEy i iei=ei , ■ •: 
Then wax'd the gallant Yoiier wndifal enccgi in nice .i 

" Now dost thoD see, firiend Hageur how Irjg jocder ^ :-^. 
Who swore that thee in sword-fight he mjr.j wocli ccr-i-ic - 
Doth falsehood fit a hero? Htm I m^rize thgetote; 
He brings with htm in aimoor a thoa^uid mea cc iccr? 

«»}4- 

" Now call me not a Bar," the liege of Hawani iai«i, 
" I'm ready to accomplish what I have [Hijc:Licd : 
For fear of no man living will I my word diiown ; 
How dread so e'er be Hagen, III stand to him alotie." 

1035. 

Then Iring be^d his kinsmen and followets, at their fc,:. 
That they would let him singly in fight the warrior meet. 
Unwillingly they yielded, f<^ well enough to tbem 
Was known the haughty Hagoi, from Bu^nndy who can 

2036. 
Yet he so long besought them, that 'twas at last agreed. 
For when his people saw him so bent upon the deed, 
And that he strove for honour, they could but let him go 
Thereon a grim encounter befell betwixt the two. 
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But brook'd not the thane Hagen to stay for his advance ; — 
He ran full speed towards him, with blows of sword and lance^ 
Until be rcach'd the stairs' foot : his wrath was fierce and dread 
And atl the strength of Iring stood him in little stead. 



They slash'd right through the bucklers, till each of them b^U 
With ruddy fire to sparkle. And ere long Haward's man 
By the broadsword of Hagen was desperately sniit 
Through shield and armour : never mote he get well of it 

2063. 
When that the chieflain Iring was of the wound aware. 
His shield unio his helm-band he raised, to rest it there. 
He thought that with this damage be now had got his fill : 
The liegeman of King Guother had more to give him still. 

2064. 
Before his feet did H^en a javelin espy ; 
And with it straight at Iring, the Danish chief, let fly, — 
So well, that from his forehead the shaft thereof stuck out. 
For him the warrior Hagen a cruel end had wrought. 

.065. 

Iring must needs betake him the Danish folk unto ; 
But ere they loosed the helmet from off the chief, they drew 
Out from his head the lance-shaft; then death to him came nigb. 
His kinsfolk all were wailing : well might they, verily. 

J066. 
Then came the queen towards him, and over him she leant. 
And for the stalwart Iring gave to her sorrow vent ; 
Shi,* vfcpt, his wounds beholding, and bitter was her grief. 
' ?n spake unto his kinsmen that brave and gallant chief: 



|KXV.] HOW mSG Wi5 S^^TL 



I pray thee stmt tfay ■e tpiug, 
r what avails thy sornw? I ■ 

:ause of wounds aad d 
to more will death allow ■ 



ptwl 
ecau! 



Jien unto the ThuringiaBs and 35 :zit T -. - 
The gifts that ye wwe proaJed m is^ _ 
rom yoridCT royal lady, — bes rairr j- . 
>eath*s visage most je look on, rjt w^- '.- -^ _ 

Lll palUd was his colour, the «al ^ g^- 
lie ever-valiant Iiin^ — to thew: twss = — 
''or Haward's pHa"' liegeman oat w£^ ^ 
Lnd so the men of Denniaifc meg £x«ir i 

jmfried as well as Haward ipcmg for:^ ■ 

Vith warriore a thousaivli a horrii-ie c^r 
!)ti every side resounded, m^hty asd c^ 
Vnd ah, at the Burgondiaiu what hatx- _ 

3071. 
Vnd then the gallant Iinfiied straight fcr -he mmftrtj n 
U whose right hand redoubted ^eat in;'.':- r.t r^i. 
?or lo, the noble fiddler the landgrave v.:^ iic finite 
rhrough finnly-fasten'd iielmel : he wax 2 grewsome wight : 

Slid thereupon Sir Imfried the valiant minstrel s 
rill rents perforce were riven across his ring-nroughr' 
4nd all his breast-plate quivei'd with sparki of fiery j 
Ubeit fell the lan<^;rave before the fiddler dead. 
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JO73. 
AfiOB «e» met together Hamrd and Hagen ixM, 
I WTX thai «bosa bw tbcm a marvel migbt befaold ! 
From i^ir.i ot citbcr hero the svord-stnAea foflow'd free ; 
Foredooco'd to die was Haward by him Of Burgundy. .i 

1074. 
Wben DiaesmcB aod Thnnngiaiu their leaders saw in death, t1 
The* rose a frightfid struggle the palace walls beneath, -f 

Or era ther the gateway bjr might and main had won ; | 

FbD nanj a shield and helmet were shatter'd and fordone, n 

"GiTt "ay!" theo shouted Volker, "and let them all come 

:hrough— 
Wba: ih.ey would fiun accompUsh they can in nowise do. 
In but a ^bort time after they're bound to die within, 
And what the qneoi hath prmnised t^ dying they can win." 

»o76. 
Now when these haughty chieftains within the chamber went, 
(X iaa::y a one amongst them the head was lowly bent, 
For by ihdr rapid sword-blows to perish he was fain. 
Well fought the gallant Gemot, and Giselher the thane. 

2077. 
There got within the palace a thousand men and four ; 
One s:iw their flashing lalchions as through the air they (ore. 
Of all who came within it soon eveiy warrior fell. 
One might of the Bnq^dians full many a marvel tell. 

2078. 
Thereafter was a sQence, and all the uproar died. 
^Vhile, out of hole and crevice, blood flow'd on every ade 
■^*4jun into the gutters from all the corpses there. 

'^'d the men of Rhineland wrought by their prowess rjift 



IxVL] how TU£ HMJ V.^ : 

■B79. 
hen sat they down to na licm, :^ai 
beir weapons aod Aor bwrrlm no 
et still the galbtnt fiddler tae6iK-tiE 
I case that anj odicc id ope wol b 



lie Idng lamented sotcSr, k 
kiid maids and matraas idw 
ween that Deatb had tifaa si 
nience, by the gnests » pesA 



ADVENTURE XXXVI^-^OW T=I. 

THAT THE HALL EE 5E7 v» Fli-L 

" Now do ye off your hrhfj^* gnott r^agj- at not. cr -c ^r . 
" For I and my coaqmuoo iraG gntr^ -"t iiI sasss^ 
^d should the men of £t>d a ft^:. ar^^t ^^ 
So will I wam my —*"*'* ndi al ±1: sp^£ I nan ' 

aoSa. 

The bead was then oncovo'd irf trg.-^ t ygr-irr e"X»: 
They ut iqmn the bllen, who 1^ u.^- s-.is^ d ^ utx/L 
And had to death been smitien «c ^:^ > bj tae; ^£^3. 
By many evfl glances (be noble gu^-.< ^srs scared. 

Before the fall of evenii^ die king an measures took. — 
The queen tboeto assenting, — that with f^""? *f«— '~^ 
The Hunnish knights might venture. Full i 
Were seen before htm standing : to battle i 
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2084. 
Thereon with Itirious onslaught the strangers were attack'd. 
And Dankwarty Hagen's brother, a man right swift to act, 
Sprang from his lords, the foemen before the door to rout ; — 
It seem'd that he must perish, but safely gat he out. 

2085. 
The deadly struggle lasted till stay'd it was by night 
As well became good heroes, the guests maintain'd the fight 
Against the men of Etzel one whole long summer day. 
And ah, what gallant warriors about them dying lay 1 

2086. 
Twas at the summer solstice this slaughter great befell, 
Whereby the Dame Rriemhilda avenged her heart-ache well 
Upon her nearest kinsfolk and many another wight. 
From that time royal Etzel knew nevermore delight. 

2087. 
The day for them was ended in great anxiety. 
It seem'd to them 'twere better a speedy death to die, 
Than linger there, awaiting some dread, unheard-of pain. 
Therefore the haughty warriors to beg a truce were fsdn. 

2088. 
The king, by word, besought they to come unto them there. 
These heroes, blood-bespatter'd and soiFd with armour-wear, 
From out the palace followed the noble kings all three ; 
They knew not to what hearer to plead their misery. 

2089. 
Both Etzel and Kriemhilda came thither them before. 
The land was their possession : their host grew more and more. 
The king spake to the strangers : " Say, what will ye of me? 
* ve would be granted ? Such thing can hardly be 



EXVI.] HOW THE HAIX WAS SET OS FIRE. 357 

After such insult grievous as ye on mc bare cast, 
loi shall ye profit by it if life for one should last) 
[y child, that ye have slain m^ and niany of m? kin. 
eace and atouement, surely, ye cannot hope to vin : ° 

9091. 

ITbereto made answer Guother : ** By dire need ve were led. 

fy people all were lying before thy heroes dead 

Vithin the hostel yonder : what pretext did I lend ? 

'q thee in good &ith caooe 1, I thought ihon wert my tnend-'' 

1093. 

'Then Giselher, the youngest of the Burgundian three : 
" Ye chiefs," cried he, " of Etzel, who h\-ing yet may b^ 
Bow have I wrong'd ye, warriors 7 In what am I to blame ? 
■Unto this countiy riding in kindly mood I came." 

2093. 
They answet'd : " Every city throughout the land »itfa woe 
Is fiU'd through ihis thy kindness. Ay, glad were we, I trow 
If thou hadst ne'er come hither from Worms beyond the Rhine. 
The country thou hast orphan'd, wiih brothers twain of thine," 

2094. 
Thereon, in wrathful humour, Gunther the warrior spake : 
" If of this bitter hatred an ending yc would make 
With us, unhappy strangers, 'twere better for us bodi 1 
■Tis for no fault on our part what Etzel to us doth." 

3095. 
Then to the guests the host said : '■ Your troubles and my own 
^Are nowise to be likenU The burden on me thro»n • 
f shame and loss together which I have hai to 
- »his not one among you hence with his Ufe *■ 



; Are no 
[Of shai 
po-»hi 
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2096. 
Thereon the stalwart Gemot made answer to the king : 
^ So then may God incline you to do a friendly thing ! 
An je must slay us stnmgers, then let us come to you 
From here unto the open. Thus honour bids you do. ^ 



i 



i 



2097. 
** Whate'er to us may happen, be it done out of hand ! 
So many whole men have ye who us will dare withstand, 1 
That none of us, strife-weary, alive they'll let away. *l 

For how long are we warriors in this distress to stay ? ** ' 

2098. 
The warriors of Etzel would have agreed thereto 
That they outside the palace be granted leave to go. 
But when Kriemhilda heard it, sorely aggrieved was she. 
Then for the outcast strangers no hope of peace could be. 

2099. 
** Nay, nay, ye Hunnish warriors, the thing ye have in thought,^ 
In good £Eiith I advise ye — see that ye do it not. 
These murder-wreaking fellows let not without the hall, 
Else shall right deadly sorrows upon your kinsmen fall* 

2100. 
" Though not another living save Ut^*s sons there were — 
These same, my noble brothers — and they but to the air 
Came out to cool their hauberks, your hope were all forlorn ,^— | 
More valiant warriors never into this world were bom." ! 

2101. 
Then Giselher, the youngest, said : " Fairest sister mine, 
^-•▼ht ill I did to trust you, when from beyond the Rhini 
his land thou bad'st me into this direful strait 
ve I from the Hunsfolk deserved this cruel fate ? 




for me hatfa Tracsa ^■*-f°-' 
%t mxf not be stoned ix a 
Ye all most paj thie fj'*'^-"-^ * 



"Yet wfll ye Hap* •xa - ^r . 
I will Dot i^ ftx cacaia I c^ : 
Seeing ye aie taj zxfjaas iOA j 
Then with thcae mat xa^aiiued 



"Now God ii 
"Were there a ^txaaad n' a. *^ » 
ThoQ^ itf thy kia bkI iLzaaei — s 
A single nail as ' j fto.^ -. txx. ~t " 



"Then are we doosd sr, -r—^ ' -asae s 
"Yd DfMie than daie dtcri-i-i la v ai" ci 
Here, as beian, abide *^ *-:>Lud 3c:> la a 
¥oT never any conoade 5d I n K£j:7 aiL 






Then spake ifac galhnt l>i- 
" Id sooth my brother H^ 
They who a truce deny u; lasj 
' OfthatweTl make yon censia, — 
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2108. 
The queen spake to her warriors : " Ye men of courage high, 
Go closer to the stairway, avenge mine injury ! 
Then will I be your debtor, as I by all means should. 
I would requite on Hagen his overweening mood. 

2109. 
" Let no man leave the palace, I charge ye above all ; 
I will, at the four comers, have fire set to the hall : 
So all the wrongs I've suflfer'd right well avenged shall be." 
The warriors of Etzel were ready speedily. 

2110. 
Those that without were standing they drave the hall within 
By smiting and by shooting ; and fearful was the din. 
Yet never would the princes their faithful men forsake ; 
Their fealty to each other could neither of them break. 

2111. 
Then EtzeFs wife gave bidding to set alight the hall. 
And so with fire were tortured those warriors' bodies all. 
Caught by the wind, the palace was presently aflame ; 
I ween that people never to such dire anguish came. 

2112. 

" Oh, woe upon this horror ! " cried many a one inside : 
" For us it had been better had we in battle died. 
May God have pity on us ! lost evermore are we ! 
On us the queen her anger now wreaks infernally." 

2113. 

Quoth one within the palace : " Needs must we all lie dead ! 
What profits us the greeting that from the king we had ? 
The burning heat so sorely with thirst doth torture me, 
I trow that in this torment my life will quickly flee." 
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fhen Hagen spake, of Tronj^ : " Ye noble knights aad good, 
IVhoe'er by thirst is troubled may quench it here with blood. 
[n heat like this 'tis better than wine of any kind, 
ftnd at this time, moreover, no better may ye find." 



7 



So went one of the warriors to where a cofpsc he fotmd : 
He knelt to where the wound was, his helmet he ut.i>rt:i:^ 
And then he fell to drinking the oozing stream of KvA ; 
Unused as he was to it, he thought it passing good. 

2Il6. 

"Requite thee God, Sir Hageu," that man so weary f^ake, 
"Seeing that thou hast taught me so well my thir« Ui i'?'** ' 
A better wine right seldom halh been pour'd out £of ce. 
Uve I for some while longer, I'll aye be bound to i-.«e.' 



The rest being told about it, and how he ffjund h fyA, 
Then were there many others who also drank the L.yyyi. 
Thereby each one among them began to gain new li:- — 
In dear ones it was paid for by many a goodly >Jie. 



Within the hall about them the sparks fell ihirJt w/;,'.-J. 
Upon their shields they caught them and tnm'd i^-ai i-, vvt 

ground. 
The fire and smoke together distress'd them Van-J.j, 
1 trow that heroes never felt greater mbery. 

rhen Tronian Hagen shouted : " Stg^ closer Vt li* wali ' 
jsr lot the burning embers upon T^j^helm-Utwii fa:i, 

the blood more deegif J^T ^^ with yvjr f^ 

[ti feast the quee;i ' nod^^^ . aorry t 
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2 1 30. 
In such distressful doings the n^ht to ending wore, 
And still the gallant minstrel kept watch the house before 
With Hagen his companion ; upon their shields they leant, 
From Etzel's folk awaiting some further detriment 

2121. 
Then spake the fiddle-player : " Now go we to the hall : 
So shall the Huns imagine that each of us and all 
Have perish'd in this torture that hath on us been done ; 
Yet shall they see us meet them, in battle, everyone." 

2122. 
Then Giselher, the youngest of the Buigundians, spake : 
" A cool wind is arising, I trow the day will break. 
Now grant us, God of Heaven, on better times to fall ! 
For us my sister Kriemhild hath made ill festival." 

2123. 
Then spake there yet another : "The dawning I can see; 
And since for us naught better is ever like to be, 
Do on your armour, heroes ; see to your safety all ; — 
King Etzel's wife, I doubt not, will quickly on us fall." 

2124. 

The host might well imagine that all the guests were slain 
By dint of all their labours, or by the fiery pain ; 
Yet still of them were living six hundred gallant wights, 
Than whom no king whatever had any better knights. 

2125. 
They who the strangers guarded had faiPd not to espy 
That still the guests were living, in spite of injury 
And pains that had befallen the lords and liegemen too ; 
Quite sound they saw them pacing the chamber to and fra 



asYL] eo""" ' 



T«as lold aato E^ 
l¥heicto the qo e^ 3 
rhat throa^ lAc xe 
rd rather take fcr ^ 



The princes and. t^iCTr "";*-^ 
Had aoyooe bees vl.iiii: 
None could iber Sac. : 
So to avei^e tbcsr i~j-= 



Towaids ibe davi 
A dire assault of J:a=j± t 
ThoQgfa tlw^l; aH sirjiRipc 
ThetHave and 



The zeal of Etzrfs -■^:': e 

Thatthi-y frrTmOr--- '■' -i-f rnVj TESTT =i: 

Moreover they werz ^s^^r i; a: Tie tar 
And so no few xbx.'lz —ck rj^nn T^t=:zr : 



Of piomini^ and r^^^^ ^:-z 
She bade ber folfc -: - . .-jl^. 
She gave to all wLc inrtd - 
Ay ! ne'er was greater ^zjo-^x 

A migbty force of vtrr.T^ 
To them cried galhr,: VcTker 
1 ne'er saw knights more gladly 
Than these who the king's 
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2132- :| 

Then many of them shouted : " Come nigh, ye heroes, pray, ■ 1 
Thai we may have our endiog, — ay, come without delay ! , 
Here none there are remaining but have been doom'd to die I ;! 
With shafts one saw their bucklers all bristling speedily. 

ar33- ^ 

What have I more to tell you ? A good twelve hundred men 
Made ooset sore upon them, again and yet again. 
The strangers cool'd their fury by wounding many a one — 
No tnice could be between them ; one saw the life blood run 

2134. 
From wounds of deadly deepness ; and many were there slain ; 
And every man araoog them one heard for friends complain. 
The mighty king and noble lost all his bravest there. 
For wham their loving kinsfolk sore sorrow had to bear. 



ADVENTURE XXXVII.— HOW THE MARGRAVE 
RUDEGER WAS SLAIN. 

3135- 
The strangers, until morning, r^ht gallantly had done. 
B) ihen Gotlinda's husband unto the court had gone, 
And. lookbg round on all sides, he saw such horrors there 
As moved to inward weeping true-hearted Riideger. 

3136. 
" ^V'oe 's me," then said the warrior, " that e'er I saw the day ! 
To ihink that none availeth this misery to sUy ! 

^eace would I make gladly, the king will ne'er agree, 
and more he dwelleth upon his injury." 



Kxvil] 



SITT IT^EIEJ 



iood Rodeger ipTp Hu g g:a: _ ~ :L > -i' -a ZKrrrr s 
f-they m^u make lerwsa: ^eai _ = sclc i3i i 
^ he of Boa maof aiBi^: : * Tu -nt- jTai = 
ting Etzd wiSs ^^^^j* tc- mc 3Ij --_^ < ■ — a;:»n- 



ilow by X Hnsn^ « 
ffith eyes bedigmi'd wxr wsrpmt e 
Onto the qnoai ii=n s:aii ie : * S -n 
the man who htA rzi. Li:e1 Se z. _ 



"And who hath ai i» serri" t^ isr;,=L 
Bow many 1 caslc B tTf; itl^:-2^b 
Of which, throng liiE tair i mull e 
Yet h^h he in dis stm^p; u£ — trzi-:x 



" Uethinks he fole recrei if la::!^ ^i w^; y a. 
As loi^ as he hadi all -Wmiy a:--,^-;^ ^ ^^ ^^ 
Tis said that be B l»ara- 5at ^^-^ ^ ^j^^ ^ 
But that, in aD this wjdzja, he- :,_t inl i^r- .,' « 



■ 214- 

The warrior tnie-beaited, m^ riTriias: n 
Gave heed unto the sptaiia. T-^ z,'— ',- ■ -~ ^' '^ "^ 
Anddioughl:''ThisdialidiOTpET.-7 TV ' '^-^'^ 
Thou hast at coart thy aotj wck^^ E^-ty? " * ^ '*=^- 

2142. 

His fists to clench began ^ j^^ 
And smote to soch good purpose 
Tha Ufeless on the instant him £■ h^ (_ 
._ But -hns King's Etoel's trouWci w^re a 
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2143- 
*' Away widi thee, base scoundrel ! " thereon said Rudeger ; i 

** Of trouble and of sorrow I have enough to bear ! I 

If I refrain from fighting, why tauntest me for that ? 

In sooth I have good reason to bear the strangers hate, j 

2144, 
** And all that strength avail'd me I had against them wrougli^ 
Were 't not that I die warriors myself have hither brought. 4- 
Twas I, in sooth, who led them into my master's land : 
I cannot raise against them, therefore, my luckless hand.'' "^ 

2145- 
Then answer to the margrave the great King Etzel made : ^ 

** O Riideger most noble, how hast thou lent us aid ! 9 

So many dead already we in the land must own, 4 

No more a£ them were needed ! much evil hast thou done/' f 



2146. 
The noble knight made answer : ''The fellow made me wrodi '^ 
By casting up against me the wealth and honour both '4 

That by thy hands so freely have been bestow'd on me : 
The liar got his guerdon a whit unluckily." 



1 



M 



2147, 

Now came the queen unto them, who eke had plainly seen 
What, through the hero's anger, the Hun's reward had been, il 
Beyond all bounds complain'd she ; tears from her eyes she shedJl 
To Riideger thus spake she : *' How have we merited ^ 

I 
2148. 
" That you the king's misfortune and mine make all the more? 
At all times, noble Riideger, you promised heretofore 
*"* * "'ou would in our service risk honour and eke life, 
d the knights award you the meed in many a stri 



pn.] s:^ j-zrL-.rzz. - 
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TheaUkeviie 
And on their k=ie 
Then seem'd ibe 
The ever faitiii^ 



" Now God lK»e 31a EK He r;a I j»»: 
Henceforward aZ nuae irju-xr Z szaL :r- 
My truth aad •oae y frrr . r^ ta s=i r-: 
Woe OD me, God K i^s9°a_ ±2 ',-rt~ j 
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"SS- 
Yet Still they urged him straltly, the kiog and eke his wife. 
Thence came it many a warrior ere long must lose hts life 
By Riideger's achieving ; till eke that hero fell. 1 

Now of his direfiil doing I musl the story tell. 

He knew how this must evil and fearful sorrow bring, , 

And liefer would he therefore denial to the king, j 

And eke the queen, have given : full sorely fear'd he that j 
I f e'er a guest he slaughter'd, the world would bear him hate, j 

2157. 
I'nto the king then spake he— that man of spirit bold : 
" Lord king, take back whatever from thee I have and hold, 
Both land and bui^hs : with neither will 1 have aught to dc^ 
Cut on my feet departing, will into exile go." 

I'hcn spake the royal Etzel : "Who then will succour me? 

The land as well as castles all will I give to thee. 
If thou upon my foemen avenge me, Riid^er. 
Thou'lt be a mighty sovran, of Etzel n^h the peer." 

ai59- 
But Riideger made answer : " How could I this essay ? 
.\[ home within my dwelling I bade them come and stay ; 
(Ir drink and meat I offer'd to them in kindly wise. 
And gave them gifts : how can I now death for them devise ? 

3160. 

" The folk belike are thinking that I am cowardly I 
My services in nothing to them did I deny — 
Or to the noble princes, or any of their men — 
iiat we axe knit in friendship repenteth mc amain. 
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2161. 

I gave aWay my daughta to ^''''Wmt the daae. 
1 all the wortd she ccnild not have iDak**! ior he^ nn 
I hoooar or good breeding, in tnidi or vcccD* eax . 
ne'er saw princx so youtUiil in nRnau lasnt hs y^ ' 

3i6x. 

Dt yet again spake Kriemhild : " Rigbt ticcat *rif.*y— 
ow let our grievous trouble for both jotn- pry ss^ 
or me and the king also ; and ben yc «el a mm: 
hat never host was fated such balefol gxKi k. t— f ' 

3163. 

hen to the noble lady the maigtave acfwcy nsi^ : 
To-day, with life, must ransom by R-norgg ■:« ;aui 
or what to me of kindness thoo and sr lai sa*t su-jvx 
or that cause I must peridi, — and k ktis: vjw vt vjut. 

2164. 
This very day, well know I, my cas:>s kA C7 'saK 
[uat, ownerless, fall to you, throi^gh wiaz jt ag«- •^vtutiai'rt 
ly wife and child commend I nmo yrm ^wj^xxa »srt. 
jid eke the hapless pet^ile that at Rf*-^ a—r sr. * 

.163. 
Now Rtideger, God bless tbcc : ' the V-Tfg » Xitw u^ ; 
le and the queen together r«-CTdiKtg glad w*?« sLi.f> ; 
Right well unto thy people oor care we \r/ju w, . h,t*, 
lough if good luck be with me I tnut thva y*i suayw! Ijr?. 

3166. 
ind so upon the venture body and soul be caM ; 
kThereon the wife of Etzel began to weep at last, 
aid he : " What I have promised I must to yoa ( . . t I , 
foe for my friends, wh<»e fbcman I am against n>y ">il.' 
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ai67. 

Then from the king one saw him depart in mourniiil mood. 
And to his warriors turning, who close beside him stood, 
He spake : "To don your armour 'tis time, my liegemen all, j 
On yonder brave Burgundians, atas I I needs must fall" 

2 1 68. 

They bade theiT folk then hasten to where their arms were found,- 
Haply it were a hehnet, or else a buckler round, — 
Whate'er it was they wanted, their servants brought the sam& 
Ere long the baleful tidings to the proud exiles came. 

2169. 
So Riideger in armour with men five hundred went. 
Besides a dozen warriors who help unto him lent. 
These would the meed of valour win in the stormy fray; — 
They had but little warning that death so near them lay. ' 

2170. 
Then Rudder in helmet one saw march on before; 
Keen-edged were all the weapons the margrave's liegemen boraj 
And broad the shining bucklers upon their arms as well. 1 
Twas all seen by the fiddler : sore ruth upon him fell. M 



Yoifng Giselher beheld, too, the father of his bride 
With fast-bound helmet marching. That this could aught betide^ 
Save what was good and friendly, how could he then forbode? 
The noble prince was therefore exceeding glad of mood. 



" Now suchlike friends be welcome," said Giselher the thane, 
" Which we upon our journey have had the luck to gain. 
Of my betrothed lady, we'll profit here right well : 
■- I'm glad, upon my honour, this plighting e'er befell." 



bucvu.] 
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'Now grant it, GoC in Kwa^a-' iie *-»rr-rj jui:i'jk 
'Tbat yon will let toci jiri le ii*'j--=1 li y;r iui 
Ind tbat abcmocii^ hcjeexx woici ii^ce uitl'. ih £^>^ 
bfuch liefer wooki I irhi ras ±aa lea^r v. leaa^^' 



' I can in nowise bdj h, 

' In battle I most meet y«i, 

Uow guard yonrselres, bc4d heroei, as je roar lirW t 
From me the wife (rf Eizd wocid no re&sal bear," 
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2191. 
** That would I do right gladly," young Giselher replied : 
** But these my high-born kinsmen who still are here inside. 
If they at your hands perish, the friendship firmly knit 
With you and eke your daughter by me must be acquit.'* 

2192. 
** Then God have mercy on us ! " the gallant warrior spake. 
Thereon they raised their bucklers, as though a way to make. 
By force, unto the strangers within Kriemhilda's hall. 
Then loudly from the stairway was Hagen heard to call : 

2193- 
** Now for a while yet tarry, most noble Riideger ; " 

Such were the words of Hagen : ** we would again confer, — 

Myself and eke my masters, — forced by necessity : 

How will it profit Etzel if we poor exiles die ? 

2194. 
" I am in grievous trouble," yet Hagen said, ** the shield 
That Lady Gotelinda gave me as mine to wield, 
The Huns for me have batter'd and hack'd it out of hand : 
In friendliness I brought it unto King Etzel's land. 

2195- 
** If so be God in heaven would grant me of His grace 
To hold as good a buckler once more before my face. 
As that which thou dost handle, right noble Riideger, 
No longer in the combat need I a hauberk wear." 

2196. 
" Right gladly would I serve thee as touching this my shield, 
Durst I make thee the offer in spite of Dame Elriemhild. 
^*^^ ^o thou take it, Hagen, and bear it on thine hand ; 

%t if thou shouldst bring it to thy Burgundian land i ** 
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2197. 

Lhe to give the buckler so readily agreed, 
irere there eyes in plenty that with hot tears were red. 

_ s the latest ^t unto warrior e'er 

r Riideger was given, the lord of Bechelar. 



low fierce soe'er was Hagen, however hard in mood, 
let stirr'd that gift hia pitjr, with which the warrior good, 
fio nigh to his last moments, had freely him endow'd ) 
knd with him fell to weeping fiill many a chieftain prood 

1 3199- 

rNow God in Heaven reward thee, most noble Rudeger ; 

s like of thee will never be met with anywhere, 
:o exiled warriors so royally dost give ; 

a grant that all thy virtue for evermore may live." 



" Woe 's me for this betiding ! " said Hagen yet again : 
" We've had to bear already so great a load of pain, 
I Must we with friends be striving ? Now God our refuge be '. " 
I Then made the margrave answer ; " It grieves me bitterly." 



ll "Your gift I'll now requite you, most noble Rudeger, — 
■ Howe'er these high-bom warriors themselves lowatds you licar,- 
, To wit that here in battle you ne'er shall fee) my hand, 
Though all by you should perish of the Burgundian land. 



In courtly wise he bent him, the worthy Rud* 
On all sides they were weeping th^ ' ' 

By no one to be mended ; — a dread 
The father of all virtues in RiJdegt 



I. 
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«203. 

TbcK s-ns d^ hons^-door speaking the minstrel Volker said 
^SiTiKT zj crunpMiiop Hagoi a trace with you has made, 
r^ icn I 2^ promise saic-coDduct from my hand ; 

biv^ yoQ deserved it since came we to the laud. 



2204. 
Bost not>ie maigravcy be messenger of mine. 
fSLien armlets gave me the margravine, 
screiv wear them here at the revelry : 
voGssdf behold diem and witness bear for me. 




9f 



2205. 

* Wc3c]c God in Heaven allow it," then answer'd Riideger, 
^ Tbe BKrpxvizie should give you still more of such to wear ! 
U=s> sry wiae joor message right gladly will I give — 
Tbsnecc be ye not doabtfol — if I to see her live." 

2206. 
Aad er^en w!ii!st he promised, his buckler Riideger 
Rjdsed : and in mood of madness no longer could forbear. 
Be: rssh'd cpoo the strangers, — a very warrior now ; 
Aad &st die mighty margrave dealt round him many a blow. 

2207. 
Ak>of together standing Volker and Hagen sta/d, 
According to the promise the warriors twain had made. 
Yet more, as gallant, found he waiting beside the door ; 
Whence Riid^;er the battle b^an with trouble sore. 

^208. 
With murderous intention he was allowed therein 
By Cruntho* and by Gemot, who heroes should have been. 
''<«lher aside stood, so great his sorrows were ; — 
e hoped, and therefore avoided Riideger. 



SXVn.] HOW rODEGER was SIAI5. 



1109. 



jion the margrave's liegemen rnsh'd tors. -^ rzc ix 
he warriors true one saw them afta it-rr itx'j^ r.^ 
Iiey bore their keen-edged weapons rea-dT = :a=.; .- 1 
iBd loany a helm they shattcr'd and marr s s-c-e s=i= 



ICany the swift strokes also the weary wvr-'^ crtrx 
3n him of Bechdaren, that straight xoL s^'Hj »-=t 
Right through the bright mail annonr, nir". -.-- --=« -r- Itt^ 
fcnd glorious deeds of daring achicrw! '--.ct = ±sz Trie. 



When Riideger's noble comrades wiLHb; hii =aii<; ':K:r » 
Volker along with Hagen rush'd s»ifLT v, -ix rir 
They gave to no one quarter, are to li-iz v.z^ -nan. 
The blood through helmets, shattei'd br iaru^ -J ^zj.-j^. 



How grimly in that chamber the cjag '/ w-r-fa -.v~.'m^ 
And many of the shield-plates spraa? ';f t^rj^ar.i ,-er -jr. 
The jewels hack'd from c^ them fell 00 thic '-.vz-jij ivx. 
In such grim humour fought they as £^£ -Jt vrfs 3ir,r» 

""3- 
The lord of Bechelarcn went up md 
As one who might in battle by area^— 
By Riideger's achievements that day k __, 
He was indeed a warrior, r^t praueworJ 

«I4. 

Here also stood those warriors Guntho" 
Who in the stress of battle full many »i 
And Sselher and Dankwait,- 
And so full many a warrior unto 1^ 
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2215. 
Well Riideger bore witness that he was strong enow, 
And brave, with proven armour ; what heroes laid be low ! 
Twas seen by a Burgundian : wrath strove within him de^ 
On Riideger the noble then death began to creep. 

2216. 
Stout Gemot 'twas, who loudly the hero challenged tiiea. 
He cried unto the margrave : " Wilt thou of all my men 
Not one unscathed leave me, most noble Riideger? 
It moves me beyond measure; the sight I cannot bear. 

aai7. 
" Now lo 1 the gift you gave me to your own ruin tends, 
Since you have uken from me so many of my friends. 
Now turn towards me hither, thou noble, gallant man, 
111 make your gift avail me with all the skill I can." 



Or ever that the margrave had won bis way to him. 
Mail coats that eist were shining must needs be spoilt and 
Then either at the other, thirsting for honour, ran ; 
And each to guard his body from deadly wounds began. 

3319. 
Yet smote their swords so keenly, against them all wiLs vain. 
And then was Gemot stricken by Riideger the thane 
Athwart his flint-like helmet, till downward flow'd the blood; 
All in a trice repaid him that gallant knight and good. 



Aloft the gift of Riideger in hand he swung : and though 
^HJs own wound, too, was deadly, be dealt on him a blow 
Ht through his stalwart buckler unto his hetmef s slot. 
'ir Gotlinda's husband fell dead upon the spot. 
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2221. 

In sooth a gift so precious was worse requited ne'er ; 

The two fell slain together, Gemot and Riideger, 

Like-fated in the combat, each by the other's stroke. 

When this great loss to Hagen was known, his wrath outbroke. 

2222. 

Thus spake the Tronian hero : " In evil plight are we ! 

In these two have we suffered so great an injury 

As ne'er can be o'ertided by peoples or by lands ; 

Now hold we Riideger's chieftains as bail in luckless hands." 

2223. 
** Woe on me for my brother, who here in death doth lie ! 
How cometh, every moment, some tale of misery ! 
And I must mourn for ever the noble Riideger : 
The loss to me is double, and grievous 'tis to bear." 

2224. 
So Giselher, beholding his lady's father dead : — 
And they who still were living a grievous reckoning paid. 
Death fell upon them sorely seeking to take his own ; 
Of them from Bechelaren there lived ere long not one. 

2225. 
Now Giselher and Gunther and with them Hagen too, 
Dankwart and Volker also, — all warriors good and true, — 
Came forward all together, to where the twain were laid : 
Then was there by the heroes great lamentation made. 

2226. 
" Death sorely us despoileth," spake the lad Giselher : 
" But make an end of weeping, and get we to the air 
To cool our mail-clad bodies, worn as we are with strife ; 
Here God, I ween, will grant us but scanty spell of life." 
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2327, 
Some sitting, others leanii^, one saw there many a thane. 
They once ^ain were idle : and round about them, shiin. 
Lay Riidcger's companions. The uproar all was laid. 
So long the sQence lasted, that Etzel grew afraid. 



" Woe on roe for such service ! " then spake the royal wife : 
" These folk are not so trusty that on our foeman's life 
Shall vengeance due be taken by Rudeger's command : 
He means to take them safely back to Burgundian land. 

2229. 
" ^Vhat boots it us, King Etzel, that we with him and his 
Hive shared wbate'ahe wanted? The chief hath done amiss: 
He who should wieak our vengeance, doth wish a peace to gain." 
Thereunto answer'd Volker, the all>accomplish'd thane -. 



" N'ot so, alas ! the story, most noble queen, I rede ; 
And, dare I cha^ with fidsehood a dame so nobly bred, 
Thee, devilishly lying of Riid^er, I heard ; 
For he and his companions from peace have sorely en'd. 

2231. 
" That which the king commanded be did so zealously. 
That he and all his people dead in yon chamber lie. 
Now cast about, Rriemhilda, on errands whom to send I 
For Mdeger the hero hath served thee to the end. 

3332. 
" .And wilt thou not believe me, see it thou shalt anon ! " 
d to her heartfelt sorrow so was it straightway done : 
bore the mangled hero before the king and queen, 
anes of Etzel never so sad a sight had seen. 
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2238. 
Then spake of Bern the hero : " My trusty lieges dear, 
Now be ye not too hasty ! what hath befallen here 
Was wrought by homeless warriors, by dire distresses driven; 
And let them use the freedom that I to them have given." 

.2239. 
Then spake the gallant Wolf hart : *' I will myself be gone 
And ask about the matter, what 'tis that they have done. 
And then I will report it to you, my master dear, 
When yonder I discover what mean the cries we hear." 

2240. 
Thereon Lord Dietrich answer'd : "When one has wrath to face, 
Full oft, at ill-timed questions, 'tis found to be the case 
That warriors too swiftly are apt offence to take : 
In truth I will not, Wolf hart, that you the quest should make." 

2241. 
Thereon he summoned Helfrich right speedily to go ; 
And from the men of Etzel he bade him get to know, — 
Or even from the strangers, — what doings there had been ; 
For ne'er such great lamenting of people was there seen. 

2242. 
The envoy made inquiry : " What hath there here been done?" 
Then answer'd one among them : " Now is for ever gone 
All that we had of pleasure in this Hungarian land ! — 
Here Riideger lies slaughtered by the Burgundians' hand. 

2243. 
" Of those who enter'd with him not one came out again." 
Then verily to Helfrich ne'er could be greater pain. 
In sooth he ne'er had carried news so unwillingly : 
The messenger to Dietrich went weeping bitterly. 
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2244. 
** What hast thou," then said Dietrich, ** for us discovered ? 
And wherefore, warrior Helfrich, thy tears so freely shed ? " 
** Good cause have I for weeping," answer'd the noble thane: 
*' Good Riid^er is lying by the Burgundians slain." 



1 



22.45- ! 

The knight of Bern made answer : '^ God grant that may not be ! 
That were a fearful vengeance, and foul fiend's pleasantry : 
i Howe'er were such requital deserved by Riideger ? 
For well am I persuaded he held the strangers dear." 

.2246. 
; Thereto made Wolfhart answer : " If they this deed have done 
I It verily shall stand for the life of everyone ! 

To us 'twould be disgraceful if this we were to stand, 

For Riideger has served us right often with his hand." 

2247. 
I But Amelung's chieftain bade them better informed to be. 
! Meanwhile within his window right mournfully sat he ; 
I And Hildebrand enjoin'd he unto the guests to go, 
: That he whate'er had happen'd from them might surely know. 

2248. 

That warrior bold in battle, the ancient Hildebrand, 
I Nor shield nor any weapon took with him in his hand ; 
; He to the guests was going in courtesy alone. 

But. sore were the upbraidings made by his sister's son. 

2249. 
For spake the fiery Wolfhart : " Wilt thou so simply go ? 
Then certes some misusage thou wilt not fail to know 1 
So, full of grief and trouble, thou needs must homeward fare : 
But if thou takest thy weapons they each will have a care." 
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2350. 
Then did the ancient gird him e'en as the stripling bade. 
But lo ! before he knew it, in fighting gear array'd, 
Were standing Dietrich's warriors, with drawn sword everyone. \ 
This thing the hero liked not, and gladly had fcn-gone. 

2251. 
He asked where they were going. ** Along with you we'll fare I • 
Perchance Hagen of Tronj^ so much the less may dare 
With mocking speech to meet you,^— which well he knows to use,* 
When that he heard, the warrior no longer could refuse, 

2252. 

The gallant Volker saw them in armour fully dight. 
Those knights of Bern come marching, all Dietrich's men of might; 
Their swords were girt upon them, they carried shield in hand 
Unto his lords he told it of the Burgundian land. 

2253. 
Then spake the fiddle-player : ''Yonder I see them go, 
The followers of Dietrich, — in semblance of a foe, 
With weapons and in hehnets : us mean they to withstand. 
I trow for us poor exiles misfortune is at hand." 

2254. 
E'en at the self-same moment came Hildebrand to him. 
And at his feet his buckler he set upon its rim. 
The followers of Gunther to question then he sought : 
*< Alas ! what harm, good heroes, to you hath Riideger wrought! 

2255. 
" Me hath my master Dietrich sent unto you to say : 
* If any one among you hath by his hand this day 
Laid low the noble margrave, — as we are told by some, — 
An injury so grievous we ne'er could overcome.' " 



^pvni.] HOW DIETRICH'S WABJUORSAIXWEEESl.AIX.5S5 
W 22S6. 

Sen HageQ spake of Trooj^ : " No lie the bdi^iG? are ; 
rhough fain I were to grant yoa, for love at RjGt^a, 
Hiat they had lied wbo told you, and be woe scL ia .Je: 

rmust be ever wept for by man and maid and wife.'' 

1. "^''■ 

When all knew, of a surety, that Rudder was dead, 

fbe warriors bewail'd hi^^ as love and fealty bade. 

?rom each of Dietrich's linemen one saw die teaiv-dropt bH 

3'er chin and beard descending : axe was the grief of alL 

3358. 

iTien Siegestab outspcakii^, — the duke from Bern, — cajd he: 

' Forever now is ended the hospitality 

fhat Riideger aye show'd us after out day^ of pain. 

the Comfort of the exile lies by you heroes slain," 



rhen from among the Amelungs, the wairiw Wolfwin said : 
" Were I this day before me to sec my lather dead, 
Ne'er could I feel more sorrow than at thb stricken life : 
Mas ! who now will comfort the worthy margrave's wife?" 

3360. 
rhereon in mood of anger the thane Sir Wolfhan cried : 
'■ Who on so many a foray shall now the warriors guide. 
As heretofore the margrave so many a time hMh done?' 
Alas, most noble Riideger, that thou from us art gone 1 " 

2261. 
There Helferich and Wolfbrand and Helroot also were, 
With all their friends, bewailing the death of Riideger ; 
ftnd Hildebrand for sobbing could ask no more of aughu 
Hespake: "Nov? do ye, warriors, that which my lord ^-*'■ " 
Cc 



L 



386 THE LAY OF THE NIBELUNGS. [ADV. 

2262. 
" Give Riideger's dead body to us from out the hall, 
With whom, in very sorrow, our joys are ended all ; 
And let us now requite him for all that he hath done 
For us, in faithful friendship, and many another one. 

2263. 
" We also here are strangers, like the thane Riideger, 
Why do ye keep us waiting ? Let us his body bear 
Away, to him our service e'en after death to give : 
Far rather had we done it, whilst he were yet alive ! " 

2264. 
" No service is so worthy," then the King Gunther spake, 
" As that for a dead comrade a friend doth undertake. 
And steadfast faith I call it, where'er the same I find. 
Ye pay him honour rightly, to you he hath been kind." 

2265. 
" How long must we be pleading ? " Wolfhart the warrior said ; 
"Since our best Consolation by you is stricken dead. 
And we, alas ! no longer the good thereof may have, 
So let us take the chieftain and lay him in his grave." 

2266. 
Thereto made answer Volker : " He shall be given by none ! 
Come to the hall and take him, here where the thane, fordone 
With deadly wounds disfigured, lies in the bloody pool : 
That were to do your duty to Riideger in full." 

2267. 
Thereon bold Wolfhart answer'd : "Sir Minstrel, God doth kno 
No need have ye to taunt us, yeVe done us harm enow. 
Durst I offend my master, you'd be the worse for this, 
JBut we must pass it over, since strife forbidden us is." 
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2274. 
Yet though he sprang so swiftly, to reach the palace wall 
He could not on the stairway old Hildebrand forestall. 
Who would not that another first in the fight should be. 
Their guerdon from the strangers they both got presently. 

2375. 
Then quickly upon Hagen sprang Master Hildebrand : 
The clashing of the sword-blades was heard on either hand ; 
Their wrath was sorely kindled, as presently was plain ; 
A fiery stream was scatter'd from off their weapons twain. 

2276. 
Yet quickly were they sunder'd under the stress of fight : 
The men of Bern so caused it, prevailing in their might. 
Whereon away fi*om Hagen betook him Hildebrand ; 
And needs must gallant Volker stout Wolfhart's onset stand. 

2277. 

He smote the fiddle-player upon his helmet good, 
So bravely that the sword-edge unto the sidebands hew'd ; 
The fiddler bold repaid him with all his might and main. 
And laid his blows on Wolfhart, until he reel'd again. 

2278. 
They struck from the mail-armour of fiery sparks enow ; 
Their hate for one another was felt in every blow ; 
Then came the warrior Wolfwin of Bern the twain between : 
Had he not been a hero that never could have been. 

2279. 
The warrior Gunther also gave with unstinting hand 
A welcome to the heroes far-famed of Amelune: land • 
And Giselher the lordly made helms that 
On head of many a warrior, ruddy and t 
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2280. 
And Dankwart, Hagen's brother, a fearsome man was he : 
Whatever he, already, on EtzeVs chivalry 
In battle had accomplish'd, e'en as the wind was naught : 
The son of the bold Aldrian now like a madman fought. 

2281. 
Richart and Gerbart likewise, Helfrich and eke Wichart, 
Who oftentimes in battle right well had play'd their part, 
Now plainly show'd their prowess to Gunther's fighting men ; 
Wolfbrand in combat proudly was seen to bear him then, 

2282. 
And like a madman raging fought ancient Hildebrand. 
Full many a doughty warrior then fell by Wolf hart's hand. 
Death-stricken by his sword-blows, into the pool of blood. 
Thus Riideger avenged they, these gallant knights and good. 

2283. 
Then fought the noble Siegstab as of his might was due ; 
Ha ! and upon his foemen what goodly helmets too 
Were shivered in the battle by Dietrich's sister's son ; 
He could not in the struggle e'er better work have done. 

2284. 
Thereon the sturdy Volker, as soon as he beheld 
How from the tough mail-armour the blood in streamlets weli'd 
At gallant Siegstab's sword-strokes, the hero's wrath arose ; 
Forward he sprang to meet him : and so his life to lose 

2285. 
Upon the spot had Siegstab through that same fiddle-man ; 
Who forthwith of his cunning to give such proof began 
That by his mighty weapon quick death must needs ensue. 
Old Hildebrand avenged him, as of his strength was due. 
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2286. 
** Woe, for my lord belov^ ! " cried Master Hildebrand, 
" Who here in death is lying stricken by Volker's hand : 
Henceforth this fiddle-player shall save himself no more ! ** 
Bold Hildebrand was wrathful as ne'er he was before. 

2287. 
Then smote he so at Volker, that far to either wall 
The bands and clasps in pieces were strown about the hall. 
From helm and eke from buckler of that same minstrel bold : 
And so of sturdy Volker the ending there was told. 

2288. 
The liegemen then of Dietrich came thronging to the rout ; 
They smote till from the hauberks the links flew far about. 
And splinter'd weapons saw one as high in air they flew ; 
Hot flowing blood in streamlets from out the helms they drew. 

2289. 
When Hagen, lord of Tronj^, saw Volker lying slain, 
More grievous was his sorrow than all the other pain 
That in this high foregathering he had for man or kin. 
What vengeance for the hero did Hagen then begin ! 

2290. 
" It shall not long advantage the old man Hildebrand 
That yonder lies my helpmate slain by the hero's hand, — 
The veriest good comrade that ever yet I had ! " 
He raised his shield, and forward he rush'd with hewing blade. 

2291. 
Meanwhile the stalwart Helfrich had stricken Dankwart low. 
To Giselher and Gunther grievous it was enow 
When in the stress of battle they saw him fall beneath : 
With his own hands already he had avenged his death. 
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A weapon stnn^ he wielded : it was a keen one too ; 

Whaewith thnm^ bdm and baobeik the hero Giselher slew- 
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2298. 
So had they one another to cruel death fordone, 
And then of Dietrich's lieges there lived but one alone. 
When Hildebrand the ancient beheld how Wolfhart fell, 
I troW| until his ending, such grief he ne'er could tell. 

2299. 
The men-at-arms of Gunther were dead now everyone, 
As likewise those of Dietrich ; and Hildebrand had gone 
Unto the place where Wolfhart was lying in the blood : 
Within his arms he folded that warrior brave and good. 

2300. 
Fain would he from the chamber have borne him bodily, 
But he was all too weighty, he e'en must let him lie. 
The dying man uplifted his eyes amid the blood, 
And saw well that his kinsman would help him if he could. 

2301. 
" My well-beloved uncle," the dying one then said, 
"At this time it avails not to give me any aid. 
Now ware you well of Hagen 1 ay, take my words for good ; 
For in his heart he nurses an ever cruel mood. 

2302. 
" If after death my kinsfolk for me should mourning be, 
Unto my next and dearest I bid you say for me 
That they for me must weep not : need for it is there none, 
Here lie I slain in honour, by kingly hands fordone. 

2303- 
" So throughly here, moreover, have I avenged my life. 

That cause indeed for wailing hath many a good knight's wife ; 

If anyone should ask you so may you answer plain, 

A good five score are lying whom I myself have slain." 
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2304. 
iwhile had Hagen likewise upon the minstrel thought, 
m Hildebrand the valiant unto his end had brought. 
I spake he to the warrior : " My loss thou shalt requite, 
lere thou hast bereft us of many a goodly knight." 

2305- 
truck a blow at Hildebrand, such that one might have told 

[lissing sound of Balmung, the sword that Hagen bold 

I Siegfried's self had taken when he that hero slew ; 

dIow the old man parried : ay ! he was valiant too. 

2306. 
varrior of Dietrich against the Tronian knight 
ireapon broad uplifted, that keenly too could smite, 
ound the man of Gunther yet might he not prevail, 
once again smote Hagen through well-wrought coat of 
mail. 

2307. 
when the old Sir Hildebrand was of the wound aware, 
evil yet he dreaded from Hagen's hand to bear, 
hield the man of Dietrich threw back behind his head, 
desperately wounded, the chief from Hagen fled. 

2308. 

the knightly warriors remained there but a pair, — 

[Junther's self and Hagen none others living were. 

[ildebrand all bleeding in flight had safety sought, 

irhen he came to Dietrich a woeful tale he brought. 

2309. 
w his master sitting with visage woe-begone, — 
rince was yet more sorry when he his tale had done ; 
the bloody hauberk of Hildebrand looked he, 
Dught of him his tidings in all anxiety. 



394 THE LAY OF THE NIBELUNGS. [Ai | 

2310- 

" Now tell me, Master Hildebrand, why are ye in this state. 
And reeking with your life-blood ? or who hath done you thai | 
I ween that in the palace you with the guests have fought : 
So strictly I forbade it that ye in nowise ought" 

2311. 
Unto his lord he answer'd : " Twas Hagen did it all 1 
He set on me and gave me this wound within the hall. 
E'en as I from the warrior to turn myself began. 
And hither from that devil barely with life I ran ! " 

2312. 
Then he of Bern made answer : " Ye are but served aright I 
Seeing that ye had heard me swear friendship with the knigh^ 
And then ye break the peace-pledge granted to him hy me : 
Would it not ever shame me your life should forfeit be." 

2313- 
" Now be ye not so wrathful, my good Lord Dietrich, pray ! ' 

On me and on my kinsfolk the loss too hard doth weigh. ' 

We purposed from the palace to carry Riideger ; 

To grant it all unwilling King Gunther's liegemen were.'* ^ 

2314. 
'* Now woe upon such tidings ! is Riideger then dead ? 
This is the greatest sorrow that e'er I suffered. 
The noble Gotelinda is child of aunt of mine. 
Ay 1 woe for the poor orphans who at Bechlaren pine." 

2315- 
His death weigh'd sorely on him, with ruth and sorrow great. 

He fell to bitter weeping ; sad was the hero's strait : 

" Woe for my trusty helpmate who now is lost to me ! 

Ay ! of King fitzel's liegeman the like I ne'er shall see. 



\ 
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2322. 
" Dear Wolfhart, woe betide me I if thou from me art torn. 
Too quickly may I rue me that ever I was bom ! 
And Siegestab and Wolfwin, and none the less Wolf brand. 
Who now shall help my journey back to the Amelung's land 

2323- 
" Helfrich the ever gallant, and have they laid him low ? 

And Gerebart and Wichart, — how weep for them enow ? 

Of all my joy and pleasure the ending is this day : 

Fain would I die for sorrow — alas that no man may ! ** 



ADVENTURE XXXIX.— HOW GUNTHER AND HAGE 
AND KRIEMHILDA WERE SLAIN. 

2324. 
Then for himself Lord Dietrich sought out a suit to wear, 
And Master Hildebrand help'd him to don his fighting gear. 
So sore was the lamenting made by the stalwart man, 
That all the house to echo with his loud voice began. 

2325- 
But quickly he recovered a fitting hero's mood, 

And grimly was his armour donn'd by that warrior good, 

A shield compact right firmly he carried in his hand ; — 

Then straightway forth he sallied with Master Hildebrand. 

2326. 
Spake Hagen, lord of Tronj^ : " I see there, dcawing nigh. 
The noble warrior Dietrich ; for that great injury 
That here hath him befallen, he will upon us set 
This day 'twill be discover'd who doth the honours get 
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33^9- 
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Kiideger the hero to bloody death you sent : 
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2333- 

" In sooth," then answer'd Hagen, " So guilly are we nokd 
For verily your heroes came marching to this spot 
Well-ann'd, for some set purpose, in such large compuijD 
To you methinks the story was not told truthfully." 

2334. 

"What else should I believe then ? 'twas said by Hildel 
That when my knights besought you — the men of 

land- 
That you vould give them Riideger from out the palace-l 
Naught eke but jibes you ofTer'd to these bold heroes all/ 

2335- 
Then spake the king of Rhineland : " They did their wish 
Hence Rudeger to cany ; that would I not allow. 
To do despite to Etzel, and not to cross your men : 
Till Wolfhart words unhandsome began to utter then." 

^336- 
Then answer'd Mro.the hero of Rem, "So let it be ! 
Yet Gunther, noble sovran, now of thy courtesy 
Repay me for the soirow that of thy doing came, 
And make, bold kn^ht, atonement, that I confirm the san 

^337- 
" Give up thyself as hostage, thou and thy liegi 
Then I myself will guard ye with al! my greatest 
Lest any of the Hunfolk should do ye aught of lU 
In me thou shalt find nothing save faith 

a338- 
But Hagen spake in answer : " Now ' 
That any pair of warriors themselves 
Who arm'd as yet so stoudy here - 
And still are alt unfettei'd to face 
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2339- 
''Beware, Gunther and Hagen," then Dietrich answer made, 

*• How ye refuse my offer ! ye twain on me have laid 

So sore a load of sorrow — on heart and spirit too ; 

If ye amends will make me, that may ye cheaply do. 

2340. 
** I give you my true promise, and pledge it with my hand, 
That I myself will with you ride home unto your land ; 
I'll guide you in all honour, or will myself be slain, 
And will, the while I serve you, forget my bitter pain." 

2341. 
•* Now think thereon no longer," Hagen in answer said, 

•' Twere not a fitting story about us to be said. 

That two such doughty warriors had bow'd to your demand : 

One sees beside you standing no one save Hildebrand." 

2342. 
Then upspake Master Hildebrand : " Sir Hagen, God doth 

know, — 
Seeing that one hath ofTer'd to make a peace with you, — 
The hour is nigh when fitly the offer you might take : 
The peace my lord proposes 'twere well for you to make." 

2343. 
" I'd sooner make atonement," in answer Hagen said, 

'* Ere in such coward fashion from any place I fled 

As thou hast done but lately, good Master Hildebrand ! 

Methought against a foeman thou couldst more boldly stand ! " 

2344. 
Old Hildebrand made answer : " Why taunt'st thou me therefor ? 

Who sat upon his buckler the Vaske-rock before. 

While friends of his so many the Spanish Walther slew ? 

About thyself in plenty are things that one might shew." 
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2345- 
Then spake the noble Dietrich : " It fits not heroes good 

To rail at one another as any old wives would. 

You, Hildebrand, forbid I to wrangle any more : 

On me, a homeless warrior, are weighing troubles sore. 

2346. 
" Come let us hear, Sir Hagen," to him spake Dietrich then, 
"What was it ye were saying, ye ready warriors twain, ' 

When first ye saw me coming to you in armour dight ? 
Ye vow'd that ye against me would singly stand in fight." 

2347. 
" That no man will deny you," thane Hagen made reply, 

" And with some sturdy sword-strokes here fain am I to try, — • 

Unless the blade of Niblung within my hand should break : 

Wroth am I that you purpose us two in pledge to take." 

2348. 
When Dietrich thus had hearken'd to savage Hagen's mood, 
Quickly his shield uplifted that gallant thane and good. 
How swiftly Hagen toward him down from the stairway sprang ! 
The goodly sword of Niblung loudly on Dietrich rang. 

2349- 
Then well the noble Dietrich knew that the valiant man 

Right ruthless was in humour. The lord of Bern began 

Against this deadly onset to guard himself aright ; 

To him well known was Hagen, that all-accomplish'd knight. 

2350. 
Dread, too, had he of Balmung, a potent sword enow. 

From time to time yet Dietrich gave back a wily blow. 

Until at last, in fighting, Hagen o'ermaster'd he : 

A single wound he dealt him ; 'twas deep and long to s^e. 
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KoA thus was aq>tive taken bj bim that gallant man ; 
A'bereat the noble Gontber sorely to grieve began. 

«353- 
Pien Dietrich led fbrdi Hagen, fitst bound, to where her stand 
hie noble queen had taken ; and gave into her band 
rhe l/oldest of all warriors that ev^ weapon bare ; — 
rhen had she joy in plenty for all hei bitter caie. 

2354. 

Tor thanks the wife of Etzel unto the thane bent low : 
'Id heart ^nd eke in body for ever blest be thou I 
low hast thou well repaid me for my unhappy lot ; 
for this I'll ever serve thee if death prevent me not" 

fhen answer'd the Lord Dietrich : " His life thou e'en must spare, 
) noble queen ! Then haply thou mayst become aware 
low well he will atone for all he hath done to th 
le must no whit be worsen'd, that him in bonds 

2356. 
Jie bade them carry Hagen to durance vile awaj 
Lad there imprison'd straitly unseen of men h<; iaV' 
runther the noble sovran aloud began to cry : 
Where went that diief of Bern? He hath done 
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«3S7. 
Then presently to meet him the noble Dietrich came. 

Great was the might of Gunther, and well 'twas known to £un 

Nor did he tarry longer; — before the hall he ran. 

From their two weapons' meeting a dreadful din began. 

2358- 
Albeit that Lord Dietrich great fame long time had had. 

So sore was Gunther's anger he raved like one gone mad ; 

For deadly foe he held him, so bitter was his pain : 

Tis reckon'd still a marvel that Dietrich was not slain. 

2359. 
So strong and full of valour was either of the twain, 
The palace walls and turrets rang with their blows ^^ain. 
^Vhile on the goodly helmets with swords they hack'd and hew*< 
Then, verily, King Gunther, a royal courage shew'd. 

2360. 
Yet he of Bern o'ercame him, as likewise he had done 
To Hagen ; through the hauberk the hero's blood to run 
Was seen, from that sharp weapon wherewith Sir Dietrich clov< 
Yet, weary as was Gunther, he valiantly strove. 

2361. 
Bound was the noble chieftain by Dietrich's hand alone, 
Although a king should never such bonds have undergone. 
He thought if he should leave them, the king and vassal, bee. 
That all on whom they lighted by them fordone must be. 

2362. 
Dietrich of Bern then took him a captive, closely-bound. 
And by the hand he led him where he Kriemhilda found. 
At sight of his affliction her sorrows greatly waned ; 
She spake : " Be welcome, Gunther, of the Burgundian land !* 
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'* Then will I end the matter I" so spake the noble wife, 
And forthwith bade her liegemen to take her brothers life. 
They struck his head from off him, which by the hair she bdr 
Before the Tronian hero ; then was his grief full sore. 

2370- 
For when, with sorrow stricken, he saw his master's head, 

Thereon imto ICriemhilda the warrior spake and said : 

'' E'en as thou saidst, the matter thou hast to ending brought 

And likewise all hath happen'd as I beforehand thought 

2371. 
''And now the noble sovran of Burgundy is not, 
Nor Giselher the stripling, and ^ke the Lord Gemot, 
None knoweth of the treasure save God and me alone : 
And unto thee, she-devil, ii never shall be known ! " 

2372. 
Said she : " An evil guerdon dost thou to me award ; 
Yet in mine own possession I will have Siegfried's sword, 
Which my beloved husband, when last I saw him, bare 
That day when, by your doing, began my heartfelt care." 

2373* 
She drew it from the scabbard — he could not hinder her— 

And of his life bethought her to rid that warrior. 

With both her hands she swung it, and smote his head right d 

King Etzel saw her do it, his grief was sore enough. 

2374. 
The prince cried : " Woe betide me, lo ! now, how here is slaii 
And by a woman's doing, the very noblest thane 
That ever came to battle, or ever buckler bore ! 
Albeit I was his foeman I could not sorrow more ! " 
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Save that in Izzer »i=:JaE wst r-r—r sck s^.- , 

And noble Befes= sJa;; — tt r-e^is •vs-tv'^ i_- 

le stcny do« h CKed; 31a s ta; ri:.:=sr w^t 
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INDEX OF PROPER NAMES. 

TTU muti^en refer to the Stansas. 

Albuicm. a dwaif-Ung in Nibdnne-Imd, from whom Siq^ed won the 
TTeasoiesnd tbe Hood of Inviiitnlitj, 96, 493, 1117, etc. 

Alduan. F&thcr cX H^CD and DaDk^art, 1534, etc 

AlHEBlCB. A Daonbian hero, 1548, etc. 

Akblungs. a clan of which Dietrich of Bern wu cfaieftain, 2347, 1159. 
TheAmali aic known to history as an Ostrogothic tribe, descended from 
Amala tbe tenth ancestor of Theodoric the Great. Vide Gibbon, ch. x. 

AUAS, 1825. 

AnOLD, A lord in Medlick, 1319. 

AZAGANC. A mjrthical Eastern land, 439. 

BkLMima. The name of Siegfried's sword, 95, 307, 1798, 2347, etc. 

Becbblarbh. Pechlam on the Dannbe, II47. 

Be«K. Verona, 1718, etc. 

Blouelin, or Bloedel. Etzel's brother. Bleda is the historical name of 

Atlila's brother, 1346, 1879, etc. 
BoiLUKG. Father of Etzel, 1314, 1373. AltUa's father is named in history 

Mnndzuk. 
Erunhilda (Brilnhilt). Queen of " Iceland " and wife of Gunlher, 329, etc, 
Bdrgondia, or Bm^nndy. A country on the middle Rhine, 3, etc 

Dankeat. Husband of Uti, and father of the Burgundian kings and Ki 

hild, 7. - 
Dankwart. Hagen's younger brother, 9, etc. 
Bi'^.iCH. Lord of Bern, living with EtieL in banishment; irlentif-'" 

Theodoric, thegreatOstrogothic conqueror and ruler of Italy, 

^ 'ART. Margrave of the Bui^ndian kingdom; afterwards 
Kriemhilda, 9, 700, Iloi, 1283, 1398, 1632, eic. 
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408 THE LAY OF THE NIBELUNGS, 

Elsr* Lord of the marches on the right bank of the Danube in Bavaria* 

I545f i^3> etc. 
Ensb. The river Ens, 1301. 
Etzbl. Son of Botelung, and king of the Huns, known in history as Attila, 

2, etc 
Etzblbueg. Etzel's residence, Ofen, in Hungaxy, 1379. 
EVB&DINGBN, Eflferding on the Danube, 1302. 

Gblfrat. a Bavarian noble, brother of Else, 1546, 1602, etc 

Gb&bart. One of Dietrich's followers, 2281, 2323. 

Gkrb. a margrave and kinsman of the Burgundian kings, 9, etc., 741. 

Gkrnot. The second son of Dankrat and Ute, 4, etc. 

GIBBCHB. A king at Etzel's court, 1343, 1352, 1880. 

GiSBLHBR. The youngest son of Dankrat and Ut^, 4, etc 

GOTBLINDA. The wife of RUdeger of Bechelaren, 1x59, 1649, etc 

Gran. A residence of EtzeFs, 1497. 

GUNTHEB. The eldest of the three Burgundian kings, 4, etc 

Also the name of Siegfried's and Kriemhilda's infant son, 716, 780. 

Hadburga (Hadeburc). One of the two mermaids of the Danube, to whom 

Hagen spoke, 1535. 
H AGBN. Lord of Tron^ or Tronje, elder son of Aldrian, brother of Dankwart, 

and a kinsman of the Burgundian kings, 9, etc ; appearance described, 

1734- 
Haward (Hiwart). A Danish prince living at Etzel's court, 1807, 2031, 

2073, etc. 
Hbimburg. An ancient town in Hungary, on the Austrian border, 1376. 
Hblka (Helche). Etzel's first wife, known to history as Erca, 1143, 1381, etc. 
Hblmnot. One of Dietrich's men, 2261. 
J Helfrich (Helpfrich). One of Dietrich's men, 2241, 2261, 2291, etc 

Herrat. Daughter of Nantwin and of Helka's sister, 1381. 
Hildebrand* An old retainer and master in arms of Dietrich, 17 18, 2271, 

etc 
HiLDEGUND. A young lady, formerly at Etzel's court, 1756. 
Hornbogb. One of Etzel's men, 1344, 1880. 
HUNOLD. Chamberlain of the Burgundian kings, 10, etc. 
Hunsland. Equivalent to Hungary, passim. 

Iceland (Isenland or Island). Brunhilda's country. Literally ''the iron land," 
identical in name, if not in position, with the modem Iceland. .S^ Adv. 
vi, 418, 550, 58a By some it is identified with Ysselland, the province 
of Upper Yssel. 



I 



INDEX OF PROPER NAMES. 409 

t»I?.-G (Irinc). Described as a liegeman of Hawacd, a DanUh lorf living at 

Etzel'= conit, 1807, 3031, etc. 
[RNrRLEii. A luu^ve of Thuringia, at Elwl'* court, 1804, aoji, 3070, elc 
CsEJiSTEiN, Branhilda's casUe, 384. 

KiXV fKiewef. A dtjr b, Russia. IJ40. 

Krie_mhtlda (Eiiemhilt). Daughter of Danktat and Ut^, t, «c. 

Lt-DEfiAST. King of DeamftTk, 140, etc. 

LvDEi-.BR- Prince of Saxony, brother of LudegaBt, 140, etc. 

VotuKEiM (Loche). The place on the Rhine where the Nibelung Hoard was 



■I ICK. Molk in Austria, 1328. 

•iNBLRC. Wieselburg on the Danube, 1377. 

KiNGEN. A place on the Dannbe below Pferingen, I59'- 

TERN-. In Austria, 00 the Danube, 1329. 

TWIN. Henat's father, 1381. 

iLUNu. The first- mentioned possessor of the hoard, and of the sword 

Balmung. His sons were NibeluQg and Schilbung, and his stronghold 

is located in Norway, 87, 739. 
ELONCS. The sons of Nibelung and their men, 87, 580. The name 

afterwards seems to be applied to the possessors of the hoard and finally 

to the BuT^undians, 617, 1523, 1715, 17*6. '737, '9°o, »379- 

liaELVNG-LAHD, 4S4, 524, 778. 

KUDUNG. Son of Gotelinda, described as slain by Witege, 1699, 1903, 1907, 



LTUSB. The son of Etzel and Kriemhilda, killed by Hagen, 138S, 1913, 
1961, etc 
>»TWEiN, of MetE. Nephew of Hagen and high sewer to the Burgundian 
kings, g, II, Si, etc. 

■v. A city on tie Danube, 1296, 1627. 
faTscMNEOKN. The name of a place Or tribe (Peiccnsere) trilaiiniy ii. EUel, 

1340. 
ProERiNo ( Ve^en). A place on the Danube below Ingold«lnili |ap 
PttGERm. or PiixjRiM. AbishopofPastau, *ho li tentewiiled r' 
of the Burgundian kings and of Kriemhildk, 1418 ifiig 
Bishop of Pass«i of that name held the m« (tarn 971-991 ' 
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4IO THE LAY OF THE NIBELUNGS. 

RamuKG. a duke of Wallachia at Etzers court, 1343, 1880. 

Rich ART. One of Dietrich's men, 2281. 

ROdkoer. Margrave of Bechelaren, 1147, 1630, etc 

RUMOLD. Kitchen-master to the Burgundian kings, 10, etc. 

Santen, or Xanten. On the Lower Rhine, the dwelling-place of Si^miuu 

20, 70& 
SCHILBUNG. One of the Nibelung brothers, Sy^ 721. 
ScHWANEFBLD. A district in Franconia, north of the Danube, 1525. 
SCHWBMMELIN. A fiddler of King EUel's, sent with Werbelin as envoy t 

Worms, 1374, 1412. 
SCRUTAN. A knight at Etzel's court, 1880. 

SiBGBLiND (Sigelint). One of the mermaids encountered by Ilagen, 1539. 
SiEGBSTAB. Dietrich's nephew, described as a duke from Bern, 2258, 2284, etc 
Siegfried. Son of Siegmund, 21, etc. Also the name of the infant sonc 

Gunther and Brunhild, 719. 
SiBGLiND [Sigelint). Wife of Siegmund, and mother of Siegfried, 20, etc 
Siegmund (Siegemunt). King of Netherland, father of Siegfried, 20, etc. 
SiNDOLD. Cup-bearer to the Buigundian kings, 10, il. 
Spessart. a well-known forest in N.W. Bavaria, 967. 
Spires. An aged bishop of that see is mentioned, 1508. 

Tarnhelm. The Hood of Invisibility taken by Siegfried firom the Niblungs 

97. 337. 
Thuringia, 1345, 1877. 

Traisen. a river in Austria, upon which, at its confluence with the Danube 

stands Traisenmauer, the abode of Queen Helka, 1331, 1332. 

TronjA, or Troneg. The birth-place of Hagen, 9, etc. 

Traun. a tributary of the Danube, 1304. 

TULNA (Tuln). A town on the Danube, 1341, 1361. 

Ut£ (Uote). Wife of Dankrat, and mother of the three kings and Kriemhild, 
7, etc. 

Vaskb (Waske). The name of Iring*s sword, 2051. 

Vaske-Rock (Waskensteine). A rock in the Vosges or IVaskenwaide^ 2344. 
VOLKER, of Alsace. A vassal of the Burguniian kingrs, cillel ** ths Fiddler 
from his skill in music, 9, etc, 1477, 1584, 1652, 1833, etc. 

Walthbr, of Spain. A boy who was brought up as a hostage at EtzeVs ooort, 

and afterwards fled with Hildegund, 1756, 1797, 2344. 
Waskenwalde. The Vo^es, 911. 
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ELiN. \ fiddler or minEtrel of King Ebrf's; »dtow-»^'^»*i'S<*™^ 

melin, 1374, ,4,3, ,,4^ 
WHAKT. One of DietricVs nien, zaSi, IpJ- 

'mCE. The slayer of Nodung, 1699. -_ 

^u-ttART. One of Dietrich's men. nephew of HMAa^A, 17.9, itOJ, 
> aa39, 2192. etc 

Wmand. One of Dietrich's sen, *j6i, I3*i, iS"- «*^ 
faiFWiN. One of Dietrich's men, 2259, xf]*, i3*»- 

LNi; (Zazamanc). A town, prtsonuhljr i» the «»«, fc«d *" »I^ J^a. 
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